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Ceremony for the New Year wishes 

to the government officials and to the diplomatic corps 

 (Residence de France, Tuesday, January 12th 2016) 

 

Excellency. Mr Dr. Khammany INTHIRATH, Minister of Energy and Mines, 

His Excellency Mr Savankhone RAZMOUNTRY, Deputy Minister of Information, Culture 

and Tourism, in charge of the Press, 

His Eexcellency Dr. Khamlien PHOLSENA, Deputy Minister of Plan and Investment, 

Her Excellency Mrs Monemany NHOYBOUAKHONG, Deputy Minister of Natural 

Ressources and Environment, 

His Excellency Mr Saythong KEODOUANGDEE, Deputy Mayor of Vientiane, 

Ladies and gentlemen the Managing Directors, Deans and Representatives of the 

administrations, 

Ladies and gentlemen the Ambassadors and members of the diplomatic corps, 

Dear Lao friends, 

My dear compatriots, 

 

Thank you for accepting my invitation. 

The last time we all gathered was after the cowardly attacks of last November 13th. 

So many of you came to tell their sadness, their indignation, their wrath, to express their 

compassion to the victims, their families, and their solidarity to France.  

Again, we sincerely thank you for that. 

Strong with its convictions, its values, its love for the homeland, strong with your friendship 

and your solidarity, France still stands, France fights against terrorism together with the 

other countries also touched or threatened, it will not allow itself to be divided.  

Starting with the attacks at Charlie Hebdo and the kosher supermarket, ending with these 

war acts in Paris and Saint Denis, the year 2015 turned out to be terrible.   

But 2015 was also the year of a great event for the world, the year of a considerable 

success at COP21. 

An agreement between 195 countries to reduce global warming was, at first, everything 

but obvious since the national interests - from which a general interest had to emerge - 

seemed so contradictory with each other. 
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The path is now open, the first steps, always the hardest ones, happened and leave to our 

children, to the next generations, a planet where it will be possible to live and to live well. 

This agreement is an achievement, a wonderful piece of news for the world, for humanity, 

let us enjoy it! 

Let us get back to our evening and to the joy we feel by gathering in order to exchange our 

wishes and share the epiphany cake. 

I know that the event of the epiphany cake was very successful in 2014, then in 2015. I 

have often been told about it. This very old tradition consists in letting chance designate 

the kings and queens for one day. From my point of view, this exercise involves two 

difficulties: 

- You have to make sure not to swallow the little figurine which will allow you to be 

crowned  

- Besides, the choice of the queen or king can also be a source of difficulties. 

But I trust you, because you have been giving in to this tradition with pleasure for two 

years now. 

I would like to thank the chefs who baked the epiphany cakes, all different but excellent, I 

am sure: 

 Mr Philippe BOUCLEY from Bistrot 22 

 Mr Jérémy HERZOG from L’Acqua 

 Mr Tinay INTHAVONG from L'Adresse de Tinay 

 Ms Vilayvanh LEFEBVRE from the bakery  "Ô Délices" 

 Mr Cédric MARCHAND from Café Vanille 

 Mr Sébastien RUBIS from Landmark Mekong Riverside Hotel 

 Mr Jean-Marie STAINMESSE from La Signature, at Hôtel Ansara 

 et Mr Pierre VIALA from Parad'Ice 

I thank Mr Sinouk SISOMBATH for the good coffee that he cared about offering us.  

I don’t forget the team from the Embassy and the Residence, I thank those who organized 

this evening and congratulate them for their enjoyment while doing it. 

Before tasting the champagne and the epiphany cake, I would like to send you my 

warmest and most sincere whishes for you and everyone you love. 

The best wishes for the New Year are the expression of our hopes for the future. The hope 

of a peaceful world, but also a world of fraternity, of sharing and mutual assistance, a 

world working for the common good and for the future of our children. The hope, finally, 

that we will find health, happiness and prosperity! 

With all my team, I wish you a very good year 2016! 

Thank you. 


