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Mrs. and Ms. the Ambassadors,  

Mrs. and Ms. the Representatives of veterans’ associations, 

Mrs. and Ms. the Representatives of the armed forces and national security  

Mrs. and Ms. the Representatives of the Josué Hoffet Highschool, 

Dear students, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Dear friends, 

On this 8th of May 2016, we are gathering in the garden of the French residency in order to 
commemorate the 71st anniversary of the Victory of May 8th 1945. This day marks the end, in 
Europe, of the deadliest war in human history. More than fifty millions of women and men 
whom more than half were civilians perished during this world conflict. 

The French general Lattre de Tassigny signed on this very day, in Berlin, in the name of 
France, the capitulation of the Nazi-Germany. By doing so, France wiped off the memory of 
the 1940 defeat and the collaborationist spirit of the Vichy regime. As soon as 18th June 
1940, the French Republic expressed its refusal of barbarism and its will to take action for 
France to regain its place among other nations, in order to support its universal message of 
freedom, equality and fraternity. 

May 8th 1945 represents a great joy felt by our fellow citizen as humanist and democratic 
values prevailed upon a racist and criminal ideology, because of women and men, who 
accepted that their personal destiny to disappear in front of the collective destiny of France. 

But May 8th 1945 also announced the apparition of a new world, dominated by two blocs 
that faced each other in violence and blood, in Europe, and here as well, in South-East Asia. 

This morning, 71 years after the May 8th Victory, we gathered at the French military 
cemetery of Vientiane and we paid our respects, in this place steeped in history, to all our 
fellow citizens who died for France. Some of you were here and are able to attest of the 
intensity of this moment of remembrance.  

This emotional ceremony must help us remembering the legacy of our elders. Indeed in 
2016, is there a task more vital, a priority more compelling than preserving world peace? 



Therefore, we must remember the essence of this ceremony, which is the manifestation of 
engagement and courage that binds together women and men ready to serve a cause. More 
than just a legacy, it is also a promise. A promise made on the aftermath of the Victory to 
build a free world, finally at peace. 

Now that the bipolar world from after World War II has vanished, not without violent and 
painful clashes especially in this region of the world, now that European countries reconciled 
to one another, and now that South-East Asian nations are following the same pace, we are 
confronted with other dangers, other forms of violence, other fundamentalisms, other 
atrocities and other conflicts.  

The fight for peace and freedom in far from being achieved and it comes to us to lead it 
while referring to the courage of the soldiers of freedom who preceded us. 

Victor Hugo once wrote: ”We must light up important dates like we light up torches.” 

It is up to us to keep this torch of May 8th alive and to hand it down to the next generations 
for the idea to nurture itself that freedom and peace are fragile values that can be easily 
blown by men’s madness blast. 

It is up to the youth, in turn, to watch over them. Now more than ever, it is in memory that 
we have to draw, in order to prepare for the future. 

Glory to all the veterans who died for their country! 

Long live Peace! 

Long live Freedom! 

And long live France! 


