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France-Laos annual review of bilateral cooperation 
 
The Ministry of Planning and Investment (MPI), the French Embassy in Lao PDR and the 
French Development Agency (AFD) organized on Thursday 2nd June 2016 a review of the 
bilateral cooperation between France and Laos. 
 
 
Co-chaired by H.E. Dr. Kikeo CHANTHABOURY, Deputy Minister of Planning and Investment, 
and H.E. Mrs. Claudine LEDOUX, Ambassador of France to Lao PDR, this meeting gathered 
the representatives of cooperation projects of both countries. The portfolio review also 
allowed to acknowledge the formalisation of two new financial agreements between AFD 
and MPI. The first one aims to follow up the development of the coffee sector, while 
enlarging the supports to the Northern provinces where this production has been growing 
fast and also pursuing the support to the national organization. The second one relates to 
the restoration of an irrigated area in Khammuan Province. In addition to the objective of 
production and income generation for the local population, the project aims to implement a 
participatory management of irrigation involving equally national authorities and customers, 
in accordance with the guidelines mentioned by the national strategy. France’s experience in 
this field is well known and Laos will benefit from it through this project.  
 

In March of this year, the Northern uplands development program (NUDP) came to an end. 
It was co-financed by AFD, the European Union, the Swiss cooperation for Common Fund 
and also the German cooperation. The lessons learned have enabled the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Forestry (MAF) and AFD to keep on working on the capitalization of this 
interesting experience.  
Two components “agriculture and conservation” and “rural infrastructures” will continue 
until 2018. 
 
Besides, two new projects are being considered: 
 

- The agricultural development project on Nakai plateau, in preparation with 
Khammuan province and Nam Theun Power Company, concessionary of Nam Theun 
2 Dam. 

- The nutrition project contributing to the national policy will aims to reinforce the role 
of MAF in a limited number of provinces. This project will be organized in partnership 
with the European Union.  

 
 
Thus, AFD confirms its sectorial concentration and its will to support the Lao government in 
the sector of agriculture and rural development by actively participating to the Sectorial 



              
 

Working Group co-chaired by France. AFD intends to remain active in other sectors in 
response to the Lao PDR’s government such as the enhancement of cultural heritage and 
urban development. 

 
AFD, through several regional interventions involving Laos, completes the range of projects: 
support to the Mekong River Commission, to mutual recognition and development of 
protected geographic indicators on some agricultural products, to the networking of 
initiatives for agro-ecology, to the monitoring of emerging diseases with collaboration of 
Institut Pasteur’s network… 
 
For its part, the French Embassy will pursue its action in the field of governance with two 
priorities: the respect of rule of law and the emergence of civil society in Laos. France 
continues to work closely with the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) to design 
and implement a master plan for justice in Laos. The project supported by the French 
Embassy focuses on the professional training of Laotian magistrates and lawyers, a field in 
which France is recognized for its excellence. 
 
In liaison with AFD, France confirms its keen interest to contribute to the preservation of 
Laos’ heritage and its support for the works on excavation and enhancement of the national 
treasures in this sector. Therefore, the French expertise through the French School of Asian 
Studies (EFEO) will continue to mobilize itself for the World Heritage sites. 
 
Moreover, the French Embassy shows its determination to develop the opportunities of 
scholarship for young Laotians who would like to enrol university in France or in the ASEAN 
region, in a targeted way to respond the labour market needs. The preparation of these 
future scholars, who sometimes come from the bilingual classes’ network, will be facilitated 
by Institut français du Laos and the collaboration of the Lycée français Josué-Hoffet which 
already counts over 35% Laotian students. Therefore, French language will remain a pillar of 
the French Embassy’s cooperation, while many trainings could benefit to Lao teachers. 
France is committed to support the government of Lao PDR on this path in order to 
strengthen its position within the Organisation international de la Francophonie. 
 
Besides, the French Embassy will focus for the next three years on the promotion of research 
accompanying French institutes represented in Laos.   
 
Overall, the French development assistance to Laos is evaluated at 15 US$ each year and 25 
millions globally, including France’s financial aid though multilateral channels (European 
Union, United Nations, etc.) also benefiting Laos. Moreover, the French Embassy in Lao PDR 
remains mobilized through the Global Fund to fight HIV/Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria 
(France is the 2nd largest contributor and facilitates many expertise missions year round 
through the “5% Initiative”).  
 
 


