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I am glad to welcome you today at the Residence of France on the occasion of the annual 
review of the cooperation between France and Laos, which took place today with our 
partners of the Ministry of Planning and Investment. 
 
This occasion to gather also allows us to duly note the important changes that AFD’s office 
will know in September. I will come back on it later.  
 
Excellence(s), ladies and gentlemen, 
 
The ties between France and Laos are historical and the social, cultural and economic 
partnership between our two countries is strong. The frequent ministerial meetings these 
past years are the proofs of our relations’ dynamism.  
 
The commitment of France to Laos is sustained, diversified and coordinated. 
 
Sustained because the bilateral French ODA in Laos has been steady for the past 20 years 
and is stabilizing around 15 millions US dollars grants yearly. To this aid, already substantial 
during constrained financial years, we must add all the French multilateral and regional 
contributions which overall represent for Laos more than 25 millions US dollars every year. 
 
The French aid aims to facilitate the implementation of the social and economic 
development plan of the Lao PDR (in the fields of agriculture, health, urban development ). 
Besides, we accompany the Laotian government in its objective to emerge from the LDCs’ 
list by 2020 and to reach the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. 
 
Beyond this, France’s OAD relies on human resources. Our aid in the sectors of research, 
education, culture, along with our technical assistance, aims to support the competitiveness 
of Laos towards a sustainable and human development. These are the values which we 
defend. 
 
Our aid is diversified. As illustrated by the large variety of sources of funding, of actors and 
operators mobilized to respond in a targeted and relevant manner to different needs: the  
ministry of Foreign Affairs and International developement (particularly via Institut français, 
the Agency for French Education Abroad, Campus France), AFD, and some French local 
authorities (regions and cities) contribute to this global ODA.  
 



Our aid is coordinated, I would even say concerted, with the national authorities. Our 
today’s meeting with the Ministry of Planning and Investment it is a clear example. We 
implement it in collaboration with our partners in development and especially the European 
Union of which France remains one of the main contributors: 
 
 

- Civil society: The contribution of non-governmental organizations to the 
development in Laos is crucial, throughout their own knowledge from the field and 
their appreciation of the most needy part of the population. They are essential 
partners in development. The importance we give to these actors is well illustrated 
by the promise made by the French President François Hollande that “the portion of 
the aid transiting through NGOs will be doubled by 2017”. 

 
- Our bi/multilateral partners and the renewed contributions from France, among 

which the European Union comes first, then the United Nations agencies and 
programmes, the Global Fund for the three pandemics. Not to forget the 
Organisation internationale de la Francophonie and the Agence Universitaire de la 
Francophonie to which France remains the main contributor. 

 
- The private sector: Our contribution to development is not limited to public aid as it 

also includes the French investments. They have been significant over the past five 
years (EDF international, BRED, Essilor). Besides, in the touristic field, I am pleased 
that ACCOR Group decided to expand its hotel network in Laos. We call upon the 
development of these exemplary investments. They reveal a shared economic 
interest and mean employment for the Laotian youth and income for the Laotian 
State, while guaranteeing a sustainable management of resources.  

 
- Finally, our network of researchers whose contribution is essential to imagine a 

model for a sustainable and inclusive development. To reinforce the capacities in this 
field is compulsory, in Laos as everywhere in the world. I am delighted that several 
officials from these institutes will visit Vientiane within in the coming weeks.  

 
Dear friends, 
 
I announced in my introduction some changes at AFD’s office in Vientiane. 
 
Indeed, after 4 years at the head of Vientiane’s office, it is time for Olivier GILARD to leave 
and explore new opportunities. We wish him good luck for his new position based in Paris. 
No doubt that he will think about us from time to time over there and will probably come 
back in the region.  
He will be replaced this summer by Matthieu BOMMIER, who came from Paris AFD’s HQs for 
this annual review. I am sure he will follow the impetus of his predecessor.  
 
For internal reasons, AFD also decided to revise its regional organization. During the last 
years, the office in Vientiane was under the authority of the agency based in Cambodia 
whose director, Philippe STEINMETZ devoted his time to the remote control over the past 
year. From now on, the Vientiane office will be placed under the direction of the regional 



agency based in Bangkok, with operations in Thailand, Myanmar and Laos. We therefore 
welcome Mrs. Ariane DUCREUX who will be in charge for the coming years. Thank you also 
for being here tonight. 
 
 
This annual review of the cooperation between France and Laos allowed everyone to get to 
know the general context and to discover the rich and diversified portfolio of our 
interactions with Laos. It will ease the arrival of Ariane and Matthieu after the summer 
break. 
 
Thank you also to Vannina POMONTI for being here tonight: she is the one who will keep on 
ensuring the transmission from to the local office to the Paris HQs, as country officer  within 
the Asia department of the Agency. She will advocate for the continuity of AFD’s actions vis-
à-vis the new General Directorate, which was also put in place on this very day. This allows 
me to announce that Mr. Rémi RIOUX has officially taken up his position as General Director 
of AFD, replacing Mrs. Anne PAUGAM after 3 years of service. Don’t be surprised to see this 
new name associated to AFD’s documents. 
 
This renewed support mainly reflects into AFD’s engagement. Our cooperation counts many 
successes: Luang Prabang, the development of the coffee industry, the development of a 
family agriculture in the Northern uplands, are some of the most memorable projects of this 
aid. We owe this success of the past years to the energy, sometimes the tenacity, of the 
team in place.  
 
Excellences, ladies and gentlemen, 
 
Thank you for your presence tonight to mark, together, this annual portfolio review of our 
cooperation and to pay a well deserved tribute to AFD’s team in Laos. 
 
Long live the cooperation between France and Laos ! 
 


