
Ceremony organised to celebrate the delivery of Lao Airlines’ first Airbus A-320 
 

Speech given by Mr. Thierry Mariani, French Minister of Transports 
 

Vientiane, Tuesday, November the Eighth, 2011 - At 4:30 PM 
 

 

Mr. Vice-Prime Minister (Mr. Somsavat Lengsavad), Mr. Minister (Mr. Sommad Pholsena), Ambassador, 

Mr. President of Lao Airlines, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a great pleasure and honour for me to be here among you today in Vientiane to celebrate the delivery of 
Lao Airlines’ first A-320. 

I am especially happy to take part in this ceremony since it once again marks the special relationship which has 
existed between our countries for many years now. 

During my meeting with Minister Pholsena at the Bourget Aeronautic Exhibition last June, and today as well, I 
was able to see the vitality of your economy with my own eyes, especially in the sector of civil aviation. 

As you know, qualified staff and the implementation of strict procedures are necessary in order to develop 
tourism and ensure better aerial transport to and throughout Laos. 

This is one of the reasons for which France and Laos have forged close relations in this area. The technical 
cooperation agreement signed in 2003 between Civil Aviation Authorities from our two countries has allowed 
us to establish a system of assistance in order to respond to your training needs and help you prepare for the 
International Civil Aviation Organisation audit. The results of this audit are very encouraging. 

I would like to take advantage of this ceremony to congratulate you, Minister, on the excellent work you and 
your staff have accomplished to bring the Lao Civil Aviation Authority, which is the organisation responsible 
for air safety, up to international standards. I would like to take this opportunity to assure you that France will 
continue to lend her full support to your efforts in this area. 

I would also like to salute the dynamism of Lao Airlines which has never stopped growing. The recent 
acquisition of two Airbus A-320’s stands as witness to this development. Today we are proud to celebrate the 
delivery of the first of these planes. 

I would like to express my thanks to the Airlines for the confidence it has always shown in us, by the choice of 
products proposed by European firms, such as Airbus and ATR as well as in its pilot training programme as 
offered by the National Civil Aviation School. 

The quality of these planes, which no longer needs to be proven, will contribute to Lao Airlines’ ability to bring 
its projects of developing new regional routes to fruition. It will also help develop regional tourism, especially 
to the marvellous city of Luang Prabang. 

Finally, a new aviation agreement, which will bring our 1975 agreement up to date in accordance with Lao 
aspirations, will soon be signed. It brings me great satisfaction knowing that this agreement will help Lao 
Airlines integrate new regulatory structures which will one day allow it to add France to its destinations. 

I would also like to wish you every success in your endeavours and success with your new Airbus. I would like 
to take this opportunity to renew my country’s promise to strengthen our cooperation efforts, which are 
necessary to ensure our common future.  

Thank you for your warm welcome and your kind attention. 


