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Photo of the month

One of the biggest hydropower projects in Southeast Asia, the Nam Theun 
2 dam is unique as its social and environmental impacts on its surroun-
dings have been taken into account. After a construction phase started 
in 2005, the dam began to produce electricity in June 2010. Its official 
inauguration will take place on December 9th in the presence of the 
president of Lao PDR, M. Choummaly Sayasone
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A word from the Ambassador 

1France in Laos

event

For the 2010 rentrée, I am delighted by the pros-
pects of our cooperation for the last quarter.
Indeed, the end-of-the-year calendar looks as if it 
will be busy. 
The round table of Laotian donors, which will take 
place in October in Vientiane, will be the moment  
to take stock of progress achieved in different sectors 
of development in Laos and to define overall direc-
tions for cooperation for development for 2011-2015.

In addition, Laotians will welcome the first confer-
ence of States parties to the Oslo Convention on 
cluster munitions in November. France, having parti-
cipated from the very start of the process that led  
to the signature of this major convention, is contribu-
ting to the organization of the conference in Vienti-
ane. We are also giving our support to this event – 
unprecedented in Laos – under various forms, such 
as exhibitions, and financial aid to Handicap Interna-
tional and several Laotian associations dedicated to 
helping people with disabilities and raising aware-
ness about unexploded ordnance. Also in November, 
we will participate in the festivities organized for the 
450th anniversary of Vientiane as the capital of Laos. 

At the economic level, this end of the year will be 
marked by the upcoming inauguration of Banque 
Franco-Lao, which is the result of a partnership 
between BRED and Banque pour le Commerce  
Extérieur Lao, and also the implementation of seve-
ral French investment projects, notably in the area  
of energy. Finally, the inauguration of the Nam Theun 
2 dam this December will give us the opportunity  
to celebrate the completion of a large project  
representing both the strength and ambitiousness  
of Franco-Laotian relations in its ability to serve eco-
nomic development while adhering to the strictest 
environmental and social standards.

The continuation of our joint programs and new 
initiatives in the upcoming months will exemplify  
our bonds of cooperation with the Laotians: a joint 
program in agriculture will enter its operational 
phase; the project to support preservation of Luang 
Prabang will be pursued; construction of Institut 
Pasteur of Laos will begin; a new building forthe 
University of Health Sciences will be inaugurated; 
the School of Medicine will be rehabilitated;
a construction project for a new building for  
the Josué Hoffet high school will begin. In addition, 
I am very pleased to announce that a series of new 
projects organized by Laotian associations will be 
launched at the end of the year with the assistance 
of our new social funds for development.

I wish you all an excellent rentrée and end of 2010.

Regards,

   François Sénémaud

Mr Sommad Pholsena, minister  
of Transports and Public works 

visits France

Mr Sommad Pholsena,  
minister of public works 

and transport of the Lao Peo-
ple's Democratic Republic,  
and Mr Saysamone Khomtavong, 
vice-governor of the Luang Pra-
bang Province, were in France 
from 27 September to 1st Oc-
tober, visiting Paris, Orléans  
and Chinon, at the invitation  
of the Centre region. 

The purpose of this visit was 
to assess the ongoing decen-
tralised cooperation between 
France's Centre region and  
the Luang Prabang province,  
as well as governmental coo-
peration in Mr Pholsena's area  
of expertise. It was specifi-
cally dedicated to the themes  
of urban development, transport, 
water management as well as he-
ritage protection and promotion. 

Driven by Mr Yves Dauge,  
senator of the Indre-et-Loire 
département, the Centre region 
has developed a particularly 
active decentralised coopera-
tion with Laos for many years,  
in particular in the heritage do-
main in Luang Prabang, where 
it provides local authorities 
with its experience in terms of 
cultural heritage preservation  
and sustainable development. 
The Lao delegation's visit to  
the Centre region was an oppor-
tunity to assess these actions. 
 
In addition, the Lao minister 
met with Mr Dominique Bus-
sereau, the French secretary 
of State for transport, in Paris 
on 28 September. Coopera-
tion in the civil aviation do-
main was a key feature of this 

meeting. The French and Lao-
civil aviation authorities have 
been collaborating for several 
years. The French civil aviation 
authority supports the Lao ci-
vil aviation authority as part of  
the International civil aviation 
Organisation (ICAO) proce-
dures . The Lao Airlines com-
pany has purchased four ATR- 
70-550 aircraft since 2009.
 
Finally, the Lao delegation 
was received by the ministry  
of Foreign and European affairs 
on 30 September, by Mr Geor-
ges Serre, deputy director ge-
neral in charge of globalisation, 
development and partnerships, 
and by Mr Paul Jean-Ortiz, Asia 
director, in the presence of se-
nator Yves Dauge, represen-
tatives of the Centre region 
and the French Development 
Agency's Asia director, to assess 
ongoing projects, notably that 
relating to the management  
of the Vientiane wastewater, 
supported by the AFD. 
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OCTOBER

Tue 5 - Wed 6
8th ASEAN-Europe meeting (ASEM) meeting  
in Brussels (Belgium)

Thu 20 - Fri 21
Donor round table meeting in Vientiane

NOVEMBER

Mon 8- Fri 12 
Conference of State parties to the Oslo  
Convention on cluster bombs

Thu 11
World War 1 armistice day at the French  
cemetery

Mon 15- Sun 21
Celebration of the 450th anniversary of Vien-
tiane’s foundation

Wed 24
Concert by the French-Amrican pianist David 
Lively at the Cultural Hall

DECEMBER

Thu 9
Inauguration of the Nam Theun 2 dam

Tue 14 - Thu 16
Symposium celebrating the 15th anniversary  
of Luang Prabang’s registration on UNESCO’s 
world heritage list

Agenda

Cooperation
The Social Development Fund supports COPE’s activities

On September 20th, 2010, the French ambassador, 
M. François Sénémaud, and Mme Boulanh Phyboun, 

director of the ‘Cooperative orthotic 
and prosthetic enterprise’ organisa-
tion, or COPE, signed the first project 
funding agreement to be concluded in  
the context of the new social deve-
lopment fund set up by the French  
government. The agreement was signed in  
the presence of representatives  
of the ministries for Health and Foreign  
affairs, the National regulatory authority 
(NRA), which is responsible for issues  
regarding mine clearance in Laos, and di-
plomatic bodies and international NGOs.

An initiative that has been introdu-
ced with great success in some fifteen 
countries throughout the world, social  
development funds support develo-
pment programmes that operate in  
the very heart of the population.  
Funding of 1 million euros was made available to Laos  
as a result of the Prime Ministerial decree, adopted in 
April 2007, authorising local associations to be set up 

in Laos. The primary objective of the fund is to support 
the development of civil society in Laos, and thus over  

the next 3 years it will finance outreach 
projects implemented by Laotian organi-
sations wishing to be part of the country’s  
socio-economic development.

This agreement, the first to have been  
signed and involving a sum of 55,700 
dollars will enable COPE to strengthen 
its communications capacity and carry 
out advocacy campaigns in favour  
of the disabled, by making use of external 
technical assistance.

 With the first conference of states par-
ties to the Oslo Convention on cluster 
munitions due to take place in Novem-
ber, France is thus demonstrating its sup-
port for Laos, the country responsible 
for organising this major international 
event focusing on cluster munitions,  

and also intends thereby to contribute to efforts  
to carry out advocacy in favour of a ban on such weapons  
and the provision of help for their victims.

Mrs Phyboun, the ambassador and the CMC 
representative
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To receive France in Laos in your email box, please send the 
document downloadable from the embasssy’s website: 
 http://ambafrance-laos.org
to: infopresse.vientiane-amba@diplomatie.gouv.fr

SUBSCRIBE
ONLINE!

Avocats Sans Frontières trains 
future Lao lawyers

The organization Avocats Sans Frontières (Lawyers wi-
thout Borders) was created in 1992 at the initiative of  

Belgian lawyers to defend individuals whose rights 
were not being upheld in their countries, insofar  
as their trials comprised important or “sensitive” stakes.  
The French branch of Avocats Sans Frontières was created  
in 1998 and adopted the same principles for protec-
ting rights, promoting the right to defense, human rights  
and the right to a fair trial. Since then, the association  
has not ceased to implement projects to help train and 
raise awareness amongst lawyers for human rights and ri-
ght of defense. 

Already familiar with 
the African context 
through training initia-
tives and jurisdictional 
assistance that were 
carried out in Nigeria, 
Mali, and more gene-
rally in French-speaking 
Africa, ASF France has 
also developed a strong 
expertise in Asia. 
Multiple projects 
were implemented 
by ASF in the region: 
mainly in Cambo-
dia, where initiatives to strengthen  
judicial capabilities of local stakeholders and training  
of Cambodian lawyers were rather successful. ASF and  
the Bar of Cambodia have been working together since 
1998, and projects have often been repeated. In addition, 
ASF has taken an active part in the defense of a group civil 
parties before the Extraordinary Chambers created in the 
Courts of Cambodia to try former Khmer Rouges leaders. 

ASF intervention in Laos is unprecedented. In 2003, Lao-
tians adopted a program of governmental reform which 
included plans to develop the Laotian judicial secteur  
over the period of 2006-2020. To support these ef-
forts, ASF France decided to strengthen the capacities  

of lawyers, who are at the center of the judicial system,  
as the defenders of the rights of justiciables and  
as the principle guarantors of a fair trial.

Doctrinal education of Laotian lawyers lasts 6 weeks,  
followed by practical experience with a law firm. The trai-
ning conducted within the ASF project in Laos completes 
and reinforces these 6 weeks of preliminary instruction, 
fulfilling the dual goals of providing ad hoc training and  
developing a sustainable movement. 
On the one hand,a group of co-trainers composed  
of Laotian lawyers are trained by attending initial trai-

ning session, then  
by drawing up training 
sessions autonomous-
ly. On the other hand,  
the student lawyers  
and new lawyers  
of the Bar in Laos re-
ceive training in the ri-
ghts of defense, the ru-
les of deontology and  
the role of the lawyer. 
Modules on internatio-
nal judicial instruments 
and the penal system 
around the world are 
also put in place.

The training series implemented by Avocats Sans Frontières 
was well-received by judicial actors in Laos, demonstra-
ted by the attendance of 35 highly-engaged auditors. Stan-
ding by the principle actors of the Laotian judicial system,  
Avocats Sans Frontières strives for the consolidation  
of State of Law and access to fair trials.
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Francophony
CampusFrance activities in 2010-2011

In 2009, France welcomed around 100 Laotian students. 
From this perspective, Espace CampusFrance of Vientiane 

will implement numerous initiatives during the 2010-2011 
academic year in order to encourage other young Laotians 
to begin or to continue their higher education in France. 

Individual Interviews: Located in the language  
center, Espace CampusFrance offers personalized  
assistance throughout the year to candidates registering  
at French universities: orientation sheet, information  
on diplomas and institutions, follow-up for registration 
and applications, visa requests, etc.

Launch of CampusFrance newsletter: Every  
two months, discover all CampusFrance news in its news-
letter (in French and Lao), as well as personal stories  
of a Laotian student in France, key figures of student  
registration, and insight into higher education in France. 
Subscribe at http://centredelangue.org/ 
(click on “Contact, Newsletter” section, then click  
on “Inscription ici”). 

Information resources: Two new brochures (see ima-
ges) and 4 leaflets featuring different themes and intro-
ducing higher education in France have just come out.  
These free resources are available in Lao, French  
and English at Espace CampusFrance and at the Embassy. 
They can also be downloaded from the site:
 http://centredelangue.org/ (click on “Étudier en France," 
then “Espace documentaire”). 

Themed information workshops: During the summer, 
CampusFrance organizes workshops for students leaving 
for France to help prepare them for their life in France, 
offering advice on student life, studies, administrative forma-
lities, housing, health and social security, transportation, etc.

Campaigns in high schools: Every year, information 
sessions on education and degrees available in France, 
as well as on general orientation are organized in various 
secondary institutions, especially in bilingual high school 
classes in Vientiane and at the Josué Hoffet high school. 

University conferences: CampusFrance also speaks 
at many departments of the National University of Laos 
and Université des Sciences de la Santé in order to  
introduce 4th and 5th-year students to life in France as  
a student and the degrees that are the most attractive  
and accessible in terms of their background and area of study.

Contact: 
Coline BRIQUET, 
CampusFrance, Manager 
Tel: 021 21 57 64
Email: campusfrance@cccl-laos.org 

The new brochures now available
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Business
Inauguration of the French-Lao Bank in Vientiane

On the occasion 
ofthe inauguration 

of Banque Franco-Lao Ltd  
in Vientiane scheduled 
for November, La Fran-
ce au Laos met with  
the Managing Director, 
Mr. Guillaume Perdon.

Can you briefly  
tell us the history  
of this project?
We signed an agreement 
of cooperation with  
the Laotian go-
vernment in 

2008. The company was created in May 2009 and  
we obtained our banking license in July 2010. The bank 
has capital of 300 billion Kip in compliance with new 
banking regulations in Laos. At the moment, we employ  
50 or so people. We will begin providing services  
at the end of September. The official inauguration will  
take place in November.

How did the collaboration between the group 
BRED Banque populaire and Banque pour le Com-
merce extérieur Lao (BCEL) in Laos come about?
The group BRED Banque Populaire wanted to expand  
its activities abroad. Southeast Asia constitutes a parti-
cularly attractive area because of its dynamic economies.  
A few projects were launched in the region. The pro-
ject for cooperation with BCEL in Laos was the first  
to be successfully completed.
In addition, BCEL wanted to partner with a large forei-
gn group in order to develop transfer of technologies  
and know-how, as well as to promote international  
banking standards and regulations.

What services will the bank offer? 
We offer all the services of a retail bank for individuals  
and companies. We also intend to develop services  
that have yet to be introduced to Laos, based on the use 
of new technologies. For example, our clients will be able 
to carry out their transactions on the internet. 
Our website will be operational before the end of the year. 
We will also offer bank cards to our clients, and will be ins-
talling ATM machines in Vientiane at the beginning of 2011.

Moreover, we use high performance IT systems. We can there-
fore access the SWIFT network, which enables us to exchange 
information securely, in particular for banking transactions. 

We also offer our clients innovative products, notably,  
savings products such as interest-bearing accounts.
For companies, we hope to offer a higher level of service. 
A VIP room will be made available to our most impor-
tant clients, with Wi-Fi connection and access to accounts 
from dedicated terminals. We also offer services adapted 
to their particular needs. 

Finally, all bank documents will be available in Lao, French 
and English. Our agents speak English and/or French.
We hope to develop business relations between France 
and Laos by proposing rather quickly, specific products 
that facilitate funds transfers, especially for the Laotian  
expatriate community in France.

How does Banque Franco-Lao intend to stand  
out from the competition?
We are the first European bank to establish itself in Laos. 
As a subsidiary of a large group from the Euro zone,  
we benefit from a reputation of stability, inspiring confi-
dence in our clients, which is an essential factor in a deve-
loping country like Laos. We also comply with international 
standards, notably regarding capital ratios and procedures 
in the fight against money laundering.
We also intend to distinguish ourselves by offering  
high-quality service while charging prices in line  
with those of local banks.

What are your prospects for growth?
Besides our headquarters, we will open two branches  
in Vientiane before the end of 2011. We will also deve-
lop our presence in the provinces. We expect to open  
a branch office in Paksé, then Savannakhet and Luang  
Prabang during 2011.

Contact:
Banque Franco-Lao Ltd.
Avenue Lane Xang
Tel: (021) 285 111
Fax: 021 285 222
Email: contact@bfl.la
Website: http://www.bfl.la 

The BFL’s main agency,  
Lane Xang street
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Special feature
Conference of States parties to the Oslo Convention 

on cluster munitions in Vientiane

Laos will host the first confer-
ence of the State parties to the 

Oslo Convention on cluster muni-
tions from 8 to 12 November. This is  
an unprecedented event with a lot 
at stake forthe world's most bom-
bed country, which is still affected by  
300 accidents linked to cluster  
munitions each year. This is an op-
portunity to provide an overview  
of Laotian and international organiza-
tions supported by France.

COPE, a Lao organization  
for the disabled

A unique structure in Laos for the treat-
ment of disabled people and cluster  
munition victims.

COPE (Cooperative Orthotic  
and Prosthetic Enterprise) started 
its activities 13 years ago as a project 
launched by the Laotian government  
in partnership with a group of inter-
national organizations. 
Throughout the years, the project 
has evolved into a genuine structure  
operating autonomously.

The purpose of the company is  
to support Laotian rehabilitation 
centres by training specialists in 
physiotherapy and pediatrics. COPE 
produces nearly 1,500 devices 

every year and treats ap-
proximately 1,300 people 
throughout the country. 
All patient treatment  
as well as transport  
and accommodation  
expenses are borne  
by the company as part 
of its prosthetic and 
orthotic workshops, 
thereby giving access  
to treatment to the poo-
rest populations. 
The company also trains 
doctors and surgeons in the treat-
ment of people with club foot.

COPE has also assembled a mobile 
team to provide populations living  
in areas particularly isolated and diffi-
cult to access with treatment in case 
of an accident. It travels in the field 
and liaises with the medical teams  
of local hospitals to facilitate the vic-
tims' orientation and treatment. It 
also educates local populations about  
the dangers of bombs and the po-
tential impact of disability on their 
day-to-day life. All expenses are paid 
by the organization. COPE has 5 cen-
tres located in the Vientiane, Xieng 
Khouang, Luang Prabang, Champassak 
(Paksé) and Savannakhet provinces. 
The mobile team covers 8 provinces.

Initially focused on 
fitting victims with 
prosthetics and 
orthotics, COPE's 
activities were pro-
gressively extended  
to victim advo-
cacy. As a result,  
the COPE centre 
was created in 2008 
to raise the popu-
lations' awareness  
of the issue of clus-
ter munitions.

The COPE centre, a unique showcase  
for pleading the case of the disabled

A veritable museum dedicated to 
cluster munitions and their victims, 
the primary purpose of the centre 
is to raise awareness of the dangers 
of these weapons and their impact 
on the day-to-day life of the Laotians. 
The COPE centre welcomes an ave-
rage of 600 visitors every month.

The centre's permanent exhibi-
tion recounts the history of the 
US bombing of Laos from 1964 to 
1973 and presents numerous victim 
testimonies. The centre also pur-
sues advocacy activities in favour of  
the ban on cluster munitions 
and, more generally, the rights of  
the disabled. A member of the Clus-
ter Munitions Coalition (CMC), 
COPE collaborates with many  
organizations such as Handicap  
International, Norway People Aid 
or the Laotian association for  
the disabled. It is also supported  
by the Australian agency for inter-
national development (AusAid) or  
organizations such as the Internatio-
nal Committee of the Red Cross.

The centre also organizes thematic 
days for communities; it recently or-
ganized a day dedicated to children. 

The center hosts a permanent exhibition
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The COPE center is located on the national 
rehabilitation center’s compound
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A concert involving local bands is  
also scheduled for 16 October.  
Admission fees will go towards  
financing the centre's activities.

COPE is actively involved in the 
preparation of the first conference  
of State parties to the Oslo Conven-
tion on the prohibition of clus-
ter munitions. Its centre will host  
a reception on 10 November in 
aid of the delegations present  
and will also organize demonstrations  
and a concert.

COPE Centre
Khouvieng Boulevard (opposite 
Green Park Hotel)
National rehabilitation centre 
PO Box 6652
Open every day from 9.00 a.m.  
to 6.00 p.m.
Tel.: +856 (21) 218427
E-mail: cope@laopdr.com
Website: http://www.copelaos.com 

The COPE concert will take place  
on 16th October at the national  
rehabilitation centre. 

Handicap International, from 
culture to advocacy

Handicap International, actively in-
volved in Laos in the domain of aid 
for the disabled, has launched se-
veral initiatives on the occasion of  

the Vientiane confe-
rence. It supports 
the Lao Bang Fai hip-
hop band to raise  
the young Lao-
tians' awareness of  
the issue of cluster 
munitions. The band, 
made up of able-bo-
died and disabled 
young people, will 
present a dance 
show on the subject 
of bombs during 
the conference, af-
ter which they will go on a one-year 
tour of Laos to raise the awareness  
of the populations in the provin-
ces most affected by this problem.  
They will therefore tour the Sara-
vane, Luang Prabang, Houaphan and  
Khammouane provinces.

Handicap also joined forces with 
twenty Laotian painters to present  
an exhibition on the subject  
of bombs and their impact on the life of  
the communities. They travelled in  
the field to understand the local 
context, attend bomb disposal ope-
rations, meet with bomb disposal 
experts and the local communities 
affected. Sixty paintings in total will 
be exhibited outside the conference  
and offered for sale. Part of the pro-
fits will go to bomb victims.

The group of Lao "ban advocates", 
set up in January 2010 as part of  
the Handicap International initiative 
at international level, will also at-
tend the conference. 8 Laotians, aged  
17 to 61, all victims of accidents in 
the country's different provinces, will 
tell their stories to raise the Lao po-
pulation's awareness of the dangers  
of bombs and of disability.

The CMC in partnership  
with the CLF

The CMC, a group of organizations 
involved in the domain of bomb 
disposal and advocacy for the ban  
of cluster munitions, will also organize 
activities alongside the actual confer-
ence. It has notably joined forces 

with the French language Centre on  
this occasion to organize activities 
alongside the actual conference.  
Films will be screened in the centre 
on 20 and 27 October as well  
as during the conference, recoun-
ting the history of cluster muni-
tions in the world and in Laos,  
and presenting the process which 
will lead to the banning of the-
se weapons. The evening of 2nd 
November will be dedicated to  
the presentation of the problem  
of cluster munitions and its issues 
for the country, specifically targeting 
the Laotian population. Numerous 
organizations will also offer activi-
ties and will allow the general public  
to meet with accident survivors, bomb  
disposal professionals and experts 
in the bomb disposal policy.

An exhibition of 12 pictures  
by photographer Tracy Williams,  
called "Free from explosives", should 
also be displayed on the walls of  
the French embassy during  
the conference. The photographer 
visited the communities affected. 
Her photographs highlight the po-
sitive aspect of bomb disposal on  
the day-to-day life of the populations.

For further information, please 
consult the CMC's website 
(http://stopclusterbombs.org/fr) 
and the webpage dedicated to  
the Vientiane conference 
( h t t p : / / s t o p c l u s t e r b o m b s .
org/1msp). 

Photo: CMC/HIB/Daniel R. Hodgson

A member of the Lao ban advocates 
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Young Lao will take part in the activities planned 
for the Vientiane conference



8 France in Laos 

On at the French center
The Luang Prabang Lao-French cultural centre

Throughout the year, the Luang Prabang branch of the language centre organises a whole range of cultural  
events: exhibitions, film shows and lectures.

Language lessons

The CLF offers lessons in everyday French for all levels as well as specialist courses in French for the tourist industry, 
conversation classes and French as a foreign language support lessons for students in bilingual classes. 
Consisting of 4 sessions of 50 hours of teaching per year, the lessons also enable students to prepare for DELF  
and DALF exams, diplomas in French language studies that are recognised in France. Lessons in Lao are also on offer, 
from beginners through to advanced.
The 4th session of lessons will be taking place fromOctober 4th to December 18th, and students can enrol  
as from September 22nd. French lessons last one hour and take place every day from Monday to Friday, while  
the 90 minute Lao lessons take place 3 days a week. 
Preparatory sessions for the DELF and DALF exams will also be available, with the next sessions for levels A1,  
A2 and B1 planned for November 2010. 

Photo exhibition by Chumphot Ounchua

Throughout November and December the Luang Pra-
bang centre will be hosting an exhibition of 20 to 30 black  
and white photographs by Chumphot Ounchua, ‘Laotians’. 

Born in Bangkok in 1963, civil engineer Chumphot 
Ounchua has always nurtured an interest in black  
and white photography. For the past six years he has been 
travelling in India, Nepal, China, Laos, Cambodia and Burma, 
searching for faces and stories. 
The images presented in this exhibition bear 
witness to his many trips to Laos, revea-
ling the faces of Laotian families as well as some  
of the most typical features of Laotian culture.

Photo : Chumphot Ounchua

Lectures: from Lao linguistics to the dinosaur era

Lecture ‘The languages of Laos’ 

From its northernmost point, on the border between China and Vietnam, to its most southern province, Champassak, 
Laos, a country just 2/3 the size of France, is home to an impressive variety of ethnic groups: from around forty to 

over one hundred, according to the interpretations of the various experts on the subject. What criteria should we use 
to define such groups – should we classify them by language, culture or geographic distribution?

M. Patrick Beaudouin, Doctor of Linguistics specialising in the languages of south-east Asia, will be answering these and 
other questions in a lecture on ethnolinguistic diversity in Laos,  to be held at the centre on October 14th at 7pm.
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Lecture ‘The dinosaur era’

Tam Hang is a historic site in the Vieng Thong district (Houaphan province), which  
was discovered by Jacques Fromaget in 1934.

Since 2007, a new programme of archaeological excavations has been conducted,  
with the support of the Foreign Ministry and the Ventiane Museums and Archaeology 
Department. The main finds - archaeological (hoabinhian industry), paleontological  
(new species of mammals) and geological (cave formations, rock shelters) are to  
be presented by members of the Tam Hang archaeology team at a lecture at the centre on 
December 12th at 6.30pm.
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The excavation team 
in Tam Hang

Address book
Vientiane healthy massage

In a simple and authentic setting, David Jaillet and Son-
nalath Phetlavanh have created a relaxing space dedica-

ted entirely to the art of massage. Open since the be-
ginning of February earlier this year, the salon that David  
and his companion have created is driven by a singular 
idea: giving life to a serene space with authentic charm 
dedicated to relaxation. 

Various services are offered  
and performed by a staff com-
posed of a dozen massage  
therapists trained at the salon 
who pay particular attention  
to the well-being of clients. 
Clients are able to enjoy  
a family atmosphere and very 
affordable prices. The rela-
tionship between the staff  
and clients are nurtured  
so that clients receive service  
that is highly personal. 

Vientiane healthy massage offers a selection of massages, 
including: body massage, shoulder massage, scalp and face 
massage, aromatherapy massage, herbal or cream massage 
and 4-hand massage, at prices ranging from 30,000 Kip  
to 70,000 Kip for an hour-long session. A unique and com-
pletely new service is the at-home massage. For an hourly 

rate of 60,000 Kip, the staff of Vientiane healthy massa-
ge offers its services directly at home, in guest houses  
or hotels in Vientiane.

Massage therapists use high quality, artisanally-produced 
oils that are both relaxing and revitalizing. The salon also 

offers beauty products made  
by AFESIP Cambodia (Acting 
for Women in Distressing Situa-
tions), such as: oils, soaps and 
shampoos.

The Vientiane healthy massage  
salon is open every day from 
10a.m. to 9p.m. (last session).  
For any at-home service or service 
on the weekend, an appointment  
is recommended. 

Contact:
Vientiane healthy massage 
Ban Thaphalansai
(Coming from Khouvieng, on Sokphaluang road, turn right, 
100m before the Russian embassy)
Tel: 020 77 17 48 70 (exclusively for massage orders)
Email: vhmassage@free.fr
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One of the massage rooms in a relaxed atmosphere



10 France in Laos 

Art and culture
From November 15th to November 21st, Vientiane will be celebrating the 450th anniversary of being designated the 
capital of the kingdom of Lan Xang. France will be taking part in the festivities with 2 new projects.

Round table on Vientiane capital city
As part of Vientiane’s celebrations in honour of the 

450th anniversary of its founding, M. Christian Taillard, 
a researcher at the CNRS (French National Centre for 
Scientific Research) and Dr. Bounleuam Sisoulath, chairman 
of the Ministry of Public Works and Transport’s Science 
and Technology Council, will be conducting a round table 
in December, focusing on the city’s history and heritage, as 
well as the major changes and disruptions to which it has 
been subjected.

The occasion will provide an opportunity to present three 
works concerning the capital: Mme Chaypeth Sayarath’s 
thesis about the various changes that have affected the 
city, already on sale in Vientiane, M. Sisoulath’s thesis on 
the topic of urban development, and a joint work sum-
marising the 6 research programmes conducted between 
1996 and 2006. The city’s built heritage will also be presen-
ted, showing how its spatial organisation has developed, 
with particular emphasis on the series of major program-
mes undertaken by the Laotian government in honour  
of the 450th anniversary of the founding of the city.  

• Vientiane, portrait d'une ville en mutation (Vientiane, 
portrait of a changing city), Chaypeth Sayarath, Les Ca-
hiers de l'IPRAUS, Editions Recherches 2005

• Vientiane, stratégies de développement urbain: processus 
et acteurs de l'urbanisation dans la capitale de la RDP Lao 
(Vientiane, urban development strategies: processes and 
players involved in the urbanisation of the capital of the 
Lao PDR)-to be published in November 2010 as part of a 
collection published by the Laos Cooperation Committee 
(Comité de Coopération avec le Laos)

•Vientiane, architectures d'une capitale : traces, formes, 
structures, projets (Vientiane, a capital’s architecture: 
traces, forms, structures, projects) – Editors: Bounleuam 
Sisoulath, Pierre Clément, Sophie Clément-Charpentier, 
Charles Goldblum and Christian Taillard  (to be published 
in November 2010 by Editions Recherches)

Chopin year in Laos

In association with UNESCO, many events are taking 
place throughout the world this year to celebrate the 

bicentenary of Chopin’s birth (1810). In Laos, the CLF and 
the American Embassy, assisted by the 
Delegation of the European Union, have 
invited Franco-American pianist David 
Lively to perform in Vientiane, on No-
vember 24th, at the Palais de la Culture. 

A concert pianist of international re-
nown, David Lively began his professional 
career when he was 14 years old. Stu-
dying first in the United States and then 
in France, at the Ecole Normale de Mu-
sique in Paris, Lively has been awarded 
many international prizes. He has also 
taught at the Conservatoire National 
Supérieur de Musique in Paris and given 
master classes in a number of different 
countries. He has recorded over a do-
zen concertos and his vast repertoire in-
cludes works ranging from Renaissance 
composers to contemporary music.

Lively’s artistic curiosity led him to collaborate with M. 
Xayasine Sikhotchounlamaly, director of the Vientiane 
Cultural Research Institute, for this concert in honour of 

Chopin Year in Laos. M. Xayasine Sikhot-
chounlamaly, who studied composition 
and conducting at the Sofia Conserva-
tory in Bulgaria, has already worked with 
such renowned artists as the concert 
pianist Cyprien Katsaris.

The concert will include a mixture of dif-
ferent influences and musical cultures, as 
in addition to works by Frederic Chopin, 
David Lively will be performing pieces by 
George Gershwin as well as piano arran-
gements of Laotian melodies composed 
by M. Sikhotchounlamaly. He will also be 
meeting and teaching students from the 
Laos national school of music and dance.

This free concert, which will conclude 
the celebrations in honour of the 450th 

anniversary of the founding of Vientiane, is part of an initia-
tive aimed at encouraging public interest in a broad range 
of works of diverse origin. 
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The pianist David Lively during a concert
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Josué Hoffet school

A word from the principal

The start of the school year has gone well.

The number of students has grown again this year, demonstrating the quality of work led 
by the entire educational and administrative team of our school. Four hundred and seventy 
students were registered for this year, of whom 27% are Laotian.

We also welcome new staff members:

Ms. Chrystelle Teulière, primary school teacher in petite section/moyenne section
Ms. Jo Lidbetter, English teacher
Ms. Catherine Boulom, Chinese teacher
Ms. Bounsouk Sitthivong, nursery assistant in moyenne section
Mr. Fabien Masse, primary school teacher in moyenne section
Mr. Pascal Pénotet, music teacher
Mr. Mathieu Verrier, physical education teacher

I wish them a speedy acclimation and complete success at Josué Hoffet high school.

In addition, the high school's committees are being organized. The management committee 
is already hard at work and I thank its members for all of their efforts. I remind everyone  
that the high school is registered with Agence pour l'enseignement français à l'étranger 
(AEFE) with parental management.

Education falls to the primary school council and the school council in direct collaboration 
with the head of the school and the inspector of the Ministry of Education based in Beijing, 
while the French embassy provides administrative supervision through the cooperation  
and cultural action department.

I wish all of the students a very good 2010/2011 academic year.

        Guillaume Nespoulous

Exams: results for the 2010 session
Brevet des collèges examinations
All 16 candidates passed. Two candidates passed  
with ‘très bien,’ one of whom received the congratulations  
of the jury, 3 candidates passed with ‘bien’ and 5 candida-
tes with ‘assez bien.’

Baccalauréat examinations
A pass rate of 93% was recorded this year, with  
13 candidates passing out of the 14 candidates. Five candi-
dates passed with ‘bien’ and 2 passed with ‘assez-bien.’

We are delighted with these excellent results and congra-
tulate all the successful candidates.
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In brief

New personnel
Mr. Guillaume Habert succeeded Ms. Marianne Pouget as First Counselor and Mr. Phetsanga Vongmixay 
succeeded Ms. Michèle Thiebaux as accountant.
Mr. Florent Arriagada will succeed Ms. Hélène Ouvrard in the position of press officer beginning October 15th.

Closings
The French Embassy will be closed to the public on November 1st and 11th, December 2d and 25th.  
The language center will be closed October 23rd, November 19,th December 2d and 25th

Lao classes
The 4th session runs from October 4th to December 18th at the language center from Monday to Friday 
at 9-11:30a.m., at 2- 4:30 p.m. and at 5-7:30 p.m.

Association

As from September there will be a new programme of 
activities on offer at Vientiane Accueil: 

Dance: mondays, 4pm – 5pm and 5.15pm – 6.15pm, and 
wednesdays, 5pm – 6pm, 6.15pm – 7.15pm, and 7.30pm – 
9pm, in the Simeuang room (contact Lola)

Tai chi: mondays and thursdays, 6.30pm – 8pm (contact 
Jean-Jacques) in the Simeuang room
Yoga: tuesdays and thursdays, 10am – 11.30am (contact 
Federica: 020 77 91 30 23) at the Bam Loung phasa falang 
centre

Taekwondo: tuesdays, 5pm – 6pm, 6pm – 7.30pm, and 
7.30pm – 9pm, thursdays, 5pm – 6.30pm, and fridays, 
6pm – 7.30pm and 7.30pm – 9pm in the Simeuang room 
(Contact Van: 020 77 00 30 90) 

Final details concerning other activities will soon be 
available, such as oriental dance classes, suggested by My-
riam Rahem and the formation of a choir, suggested by 
Sébastien Louis.

Come and join us!

Contacts:
Marie Apovy: 020 77 81 00 07
Annie Katz : 020 77 85 23 34
Vientianeaccueil@yahoo.fr
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Erratum : Boum Phasa Falang
Classes are held from monday to friday, from 14h to 18h. They will also soon be given on 
saturday from 9h to 12h and from14h to 18h.
For more information, please contact Françoise (020 7797 32 78)

Affiche : DR

Schedule change for film screenings 
Film screenings will now be shown at 7 p.m. on tuesdays and thursdays. Two screenings are scheduled 
on saturdays at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.

A taste of Christmas at the CLF
The language center welcomes the little ones in its garden for a taste of Christmas on December 15th.

End of year celebrations at the CLF
To celebrate the end of the year, the language center will organize an evening of dancing and karaoke 
in its garden on December 18 beginning at 7p.m.

USEFUL NUMBERS
French embassy: (856 - 21) 26 74 00
(emmergency only) : 020 555 14 751

Police help: 191
Vientiane police: (021) 21 27 06
Firemen: 190

French medical center 
(021) 21 41 50 (emmergency only: 020 5655 47 94)

International clinic Mahosot hospital: (021) 21 40 22
Friendship hospital (emmergencies):(021) 41 33 00
Vientiane ambulance center: 195 ou 21 26 11

Thai hospitals:
- Wattana Nong Khai: (+66) 42 46 52 01
(international contact : Mr. Paul, (+66) 8 18 33 42 62; contact in Laos: 
Mr. Assanai, 021 24 00 97)
- Wattana Udon Thani: (+66) 42 24 19 56 
- AEK clinic (Udon): (+66) 42 34 25 55 

SOS International: Mr. Philippe Coste, 020 555 70 625; 
Alarm Center in Bangkok: (+66) 22 56 71 46

Immigration department at the Friendship bridge: 
(021) 81 20 40 / 81 20 37

Model : 
Ms. Maud Jäderholm Mr. Victor Brunelli

Written contributions:  
Mr. François Sénémaud  Ms. Coline Briquet
Mr. Guillaume Nespoulous Vientiane accueil
Ms. Hélène Ouvrard  Mr. Quentin Moutous

Photographies: 
Mr. Quentin Moutous DSC/NTPC

Ms. Hélène Ouvrard KPL News
Mrs. Anne-Marie Bacon Mr. Chumphot Ounchua
Mrs. Christine Cabrol CMC

Printer: Pankham Jampa Publishing 

English translation: International Traduction Conseil

For more information on France in Laos:

infopresse.vientiane-amba@diplomatie.gouv.fr

 Last minute news : The Union des Français de l’étranger has announced the creation 
of a local section for the association in Laos. For further informations, please contact the 
following adress : ufelaos@gmail.com




