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Picture of the month

The first Airbus A320 purchased by Lao Airlines completed its maiden flight 
on 9 November 2011. The purchase of two A320 aircraft by the national Lao 
airline illustrates its national and regional expansion strategy. 
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Tribute

150th anniversary 
of Henri Mouhot's death 

Born in Montbéliard in 1828, Henri Mouhot opened the way to 
Laos and Cambodia for France and had the great privilege of 

discovering Angkor Vat, a jewel of a city buried for centuries in a 
shroud of tropical greenery. Although he was not the first European 
to visit the site, he was the first to fully understand its archaeological 
significance. He was also one of the first French people to visit the 
northern part of Laos and to set foot in the ancient royal city of Luang 
Prabang. 

His work, published post mortem in Le Tour du Monde magazine, 
captured the imagination of readers of the Second Empire era, eager 
for exoticism, far-off lands and vanished civilisations. 

Although Henri Mouhot died young, his life was far more intense and 
eventful than any ordinary existence. He died, aged 35, of yellow fever 
(the first he ever suffered from) in Laos on 10 November 1861 during 
his third expedition. 

He is buried in the place where he died, near the existing village of 
Ban Noun Savath, eight kilometres from Luang Prabang, on the south 
bank of the Nam-Khane river. His grave, which was restored in 1867 
and rebuilt in 1887 by Auguste Pavie, was discovered by chance in 
1990 by a traveller in the middle of a Laotian forest. Local villagers 
thought that the cenotaph was inhabited by a spirit or some kind 
of god. Nowadays, many tourists visit his final resting place to pay 
tribute. 

2011 was a successful year for Franco-Laotian relations: 
this past quarter in particular was marked by a succession 
of important events in the domains of cooperation, trade 
and support of non-profit organisations.

In early November, the Secretary of State for Youth and 
Associations, Mrs Jeannette Bougrab, made an official 
visit to Laos, during which she visited several community 
projects supported by French cooperation, and four new 
agreements with Lao associations, which will receive funds 
from the Social Development Fund (FSD), were signed 
under her patronage. 

A few days later, the minister for Transport, Mr Thierry 
Mariani, made the trip to attend the official delivery 
ceremony of Lao Airlines' first Airbus A320, a milestone in 
the Franco-Laotian partnership in terms of civil aviation. 

On 22 November, the annual meeting between the 
Laotian government and its international partners was 
an opportunity to assess the progress made and initiate 
dialogue with the authorities on the country's development 
and challenges.

French cooperation in Laos is the result of initiatives at 
individual as well as institutional level, which is why the 
French Embassy was delighted to welcome the annual 
regional meeting of France Volontaires, held on 20 and 
21 October 2011 in the premises of the French Institute 
of Laos. Throughout December, this Institute hosted a 
photographic exhibition to celebrate the 70th anniversary 
of the creation of the French Development Agency (AFD), 
involved in Laos since 1993 in domains ranging from rural 
development to heritage preservation. 

Over the coming months, two important aspects of 
Franco-Laotian relations will be emphasised. Firstly, 
cooperation in the health domain, with the inauguration 
of the Pasteur Institute, an organisation which will help 
reinforce the fight against infectious diseases in Laos; 
secondly Francophonie, with the annual celebration of the 
International Francophonie day on 20 March. 

Looking forward to an eventful new year 2012 in all 
respects, I wish you all happiness and success in the new 
year. 

Best regards, 

François Sénémaud 

A Word from the 
Ambassador 

With a thirst for knowledge, a profound curiosity and selfless 
patriotism, Henri Mouhot was one of the most extraordinary 
French explorers of his time. Two of Indochina's most prestigious 
sites, the Angkor Vat temple and the ancient city of Luang Prabang, 
which he helped reveal to the Western world, were declared World 
Heritage sites by the United Nations (UNESCO). 

A postage stamp in honour of Henri Mouhot, designed and engraved by Pierre 
Bara, as well as three first day covers, were issued on 7 November 2011 to 
commemorate the 150th anniversary of his passing. 
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Focus on the French Institute 
for Research and Development (IRD) 

A meeting was organised 
on 26 October 2011 
between IRD researchers 
currently conducting 
scientific work in Laos. 

The French Research 
Institute for development 

(IRD) is a public scientific 
and technological institution 
involved in Southern countries 
for more than sixty years. 
The objective of its research, 
appraisal, valuation and training 
activities is to contribute to the 
economic, social and cultural 
development of southern 
countries. 

Eight IRD experts are currently conducting field research in 
Laos: Messrs Olivier Ribolzi, Alain Pierret, Jean-Luc Maeght, 
Thierry Henry des Tureaux, Jean-Christophe Castella, 
Guillaume Lestrelin, Grégoire Schlemmer, as well as Mr 
Eric Bénéfice, official IRD representative in Laos. These 
researchers are involved in a variety of domains such as social 
sciences, health or the protection of natural resources and 
the environment. They are primarily working in partnership 
with the NAFRI (National Agriculture and Forestry Research 
Institute), the University of Health Sciences, the National 

University of Laos or the 
National Science Council. 

Ongoing research projects 
include, for example, the 
analysis of the impact of 
reducing emissions from 
deforestation and forest 
degradation in Southeast Asia 
(I-REDD + pilot project), a 
study on the plant rooting 
ecosystem services (ECOSFIX 
project), or the monitoring of 
soil erosion on the scale of a 
small catchment area, carried 
out for the past ten years in 
the village of Houay Pano, near 

Luang Prabang (MSEC project). 
An archaeological study of 

sedentary lifestyle phenomena around the Mekong has also 
been initiated. 

The results of this research have a significant practical impact 
on heritage preservation, population management, eco-
tourism or the prevention of infectious diseases. 

Website of the IRD in Laos:  www.irdlaos.org/index.htm

Meeting

JANUARY

Saturday 28 January & Saturday 4 February
Performance by "Les Carreleurs Américains" rock 
brass band on the river banks of the Mekong in 
Vientiane

Monday 23
Inauguration of the Laos Pasteur Institute

Thursday 27 - Wednesday 1
Visit to Laos by Mrs Karine Gloanec-Maurin,
Vice-president of the region Centre

FEBRUARY

Monday 30 - Friday 3
Visit by Mr Christian Cambon, Senator from Val-
de-Marne 

Thursday 16 - Monday 20
Visit by Mr Yves Fromion, Member of parliament 
from Cher, President of the France-Laos Frienship 
Group

Friday 17 - Sunday 19
Elephants festival in Sayaboury

MARCH

Tuesday 20
International day of Francophonie 

Agenda

IRD researchers currently posted to Laos, alongside 
Mr François Sénémaud, the French Ambassador



5France in Laos

The French Embassy in Laos has a new website with a simplified structure 
to facilitate browsing. 
Consular forms can now be downloaded online: 
 http://www.ambafrance-laos.org

NEW !

Annual meeting of France Volontaires Asie

This year, the association « France Volontaires Asie » chose 
Vientiane to hold its annual meeting. The workshop 
was held at the French Institute on 20 and 21 October, 
and brought togetether 37 French-speaking volunteers 
working in six different Asian countries, as well as the 
national representatives and the regional coordinator 
for Asia. 

This annual regional meeting provided an opportunity for 
France Volontaires to introduce itself to its local partners 

as well as to promote its actions abroad. 

On 20 October 2011, during a reception that took place 
at the French Embassy, the members of France Volontaires 
met the main actors and organisations who contribute 
to reinforcing the French-Laotian cooperation. Mr Rémy 
Hallegouet, the regional coordinator for Asia, and Miss 
Hang Nguyen, the resident representative for Vietnam and 
Laos, were also introduced to Mr François Sénémaud, the 
French Ambassador to Laos.

During the two-day seminar, the volunteers participated in 
several workshops ran by the associations’ representatives. 
The participants were able to share their professional 
experiences gained in their host countries (Laos, Vietnam, 
Cambodia, India, Sri Lanka, Philippines) through a range of 
communication techniques involving theatrical arts, role-
play, photography and video production.

France Volontaires (previously known as « Association 
Française des Volontaires du Progrès ») is a French 
organisation aiming at promoting and developing various 
forms of international volunteerism for exchanges and 
solidarity. 

Its missions are to inform and guide people willing to get 
involved with local associations, as well as to create of 
network of volunteers and to help enhancing training 
facilities. In 2011, France Volontaires sent 230 volunteers 
in 55 different countries located in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America.

France Volontaires has been active in Laos since 2004, and 
currently supports seven volunteers in Vientiane, Luang 
Prabang, Paksé and Savannaketh, working with the aim to 
promote francophonie, agriculture and the media, among 
others. 

In February 2012, Vietnam and Laos will have their own 
shared online platform dedicated to provide 
information to all the volunteers as well as 
international and local NGOs.

More information

- France Volontaires Website:
www.france-volontaires.org
- Network of information centers : 
www.reseau-espaces-volontariats.org
- Email  address of France Volontaires office 
in Laos : 
antenne.laos@francevolontaires.org

About 40 French-speaking people are currently working with France Volontaires in Asia

Event
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Francophonie

Selection of the new Lao stars of French music

The 20th of March marks the 42nd anniversary of the 
foundation of institutional Francophonie. Laos joined the 

vast community of the member countries of the International 
Organisation of Francophonie (OIF) in 1972 as an associate 
member, and became a full member in 1991. 

Since then, the ministry of Education of Laos has organised, 
in collaboration with the French Embassy, a major annual 
cultural and artistic event involving learners of all levels - 
from bilingual primary classes to university - and requiring 
several months of hard work and exchanges. 

On 20 March, the International day of Francophonie and 
French language will be celebrated in the form of a free 
recital in Vientiane as well as in the provinces. This is poised 
to become an unmissable event for the lovers of French 
language and songs in Laos! 

To select the new talent who will take part in the show, 
auditions were organised to decide between the sixty-odd 
volunteer candidates from the French learners or teachers 
from Vientiane's public Laotian institutions. 

The young talent selected by the jury will benefit from 
weekly singing lessons coordinated by Mr Eric Chiappero at 
the Shine Art school, a recently created private music and 
dance school in Vientiane. 

And the winners are: 

-Miss Lattana Phonekeo and Mr Phonesavanh Lattanananta, 
both aged 10, representing the primary classes (P5A and B 
classes) of the Sokpaluang school; 
-Misses Khaymouk Homsombath, Souphavanh Boutthavong, 
Onepavina Malavanh and Mr Xanaphonh Chithoublok, aged 

respectively 12, 15, 18 and 17, 
pupils of the Vientiane High 
School; 
-Misses Kokasia Nengmongvang, 
Malita Keopaseuth, 
Houmdavanh Khamphasith and 
Messrs Youthanalack Vilaisarn 
and Meuangxai Vilasack, 
studying law, literature and 
engineering at the University of 
Medical Science and  National 
University in Laos; 
-Mrs Khamphanh Nilthat, long-
time French teacher at the 
Vientiane High School. 

Jury members were Mr 
Philippe Mallein, Cooperation 
attaché for French language at 
the French Embassy, Miss Noi 
Sengsourigna, former Miss Laos 
and famous singer involved in 
introducing children to art, Mr 
Sébastien Louis, opera singer, 
with the technical assistance 
of Mrs Julie El Moutaoukil-

Rousseau, technical assistant appointed at the University of 
Medical Science, Miss Marion Le Roux, technical assistant 
appointed at the faculty of education, and Miss Léonore 
Léauté, technical assistant appointed to the faculty of 
humanities at the National University in Laos 

In early November 2011, auditions were organised in Vientiane to select the twelve male and female singers who 
will take to the stage in March to sing some of the most beautiful traditional French songs. 

Photographs of the successful candidates selected 
to sing some of the classic French songs in March
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Cooperation

Mrs Jeanette Bougrab's visit to Laos 

As part of her visit, Mrs Bougrab met with Mr 
Phankham Viphavan, Minister of Education and 

Sport, Mr Bounsavad Boupha, vice-Minister of Justice, 
and Mr Vilayvong Bouddakham, Secretary General of the 
Lao Youth Association. Furthermore, Mrs Bougrab paid 
several field visits to Lao community projects supported by 
French cooperation. She visited the Lao Disabled Women 
Development Centre (LDWDC), the silk craft workshops 
of the Mai Savanh Lao Company, as well as the premises of 
the Lao Red Cross and French Red Cross. 

To conclude this visit, four new agreements of the Social 
Development Fund (FSD) were signed with Laotian 
associations under the patronage of Mrs Bougrab. These 
associations, based in Vientiane, Luang Prabang and 
Champassak, were shortlisted by the selection committee 
of the Social Development Fund for the award of a two-
year subsidy. 

- « Les Amis de Pha Tad Ke » association, chaired by 
Mr Somsanouk Mixay, aims at encouraging popular support 
for biodiversity programmes. The FSD's contribution, 
amounting to US$68,000, supports the constitution of a 
research hub on biodiversity and medicinal herbs in Laos, 
involving botanists and students, and proposes environ-
mental education activities for the local population. 

- The association for Epilepsy in Laos, chaired by Mrs 
Phetvongsinh Chivorakoun, is a newly created association 
of physicians trying to combat the stigma attached to 
patients with epilepsy and improve their access to medical 
treatment. The objective of the project, which was awarded 

a US$72,000 subsidy by the FSD, is to raise the awareness of 
the population, patients and public authorities of the reality 
of epilepsy and eliminate prejudices. Medical training and the 
supply of prescription drugs should improve the treatment 
of the disease. A system designed to monitor discrimination 
against patients will also be implemented. 

-The association for deaf and hearing impaired 
people of the Lao Disabled People’s Association 
(LDPA), chaired by Mr Bounvien Louangnoth, was selected 

for a project aimed at increasing the use of 
sign language in Laos and is striving to improve 
deaf people's access to public services and the 
education system. The US$79,000 FSD subsidy 
should enable the association to improve the 
level and dissemination of sign language in Laos by 
developing the Lao sign language, while training 
the authorities, teachers, deaf and hearing 
impaired people as well as their community in 
this language. 

-Finally, the Champassak shadow theatre 
association, chaired by Mr Sounthalith 
Phounsavath, is committed to preserving the 
theatre and getting UNESCO to declare it an 
intangible cultural heritage. The US$63,000 FSD 
subsidy should enable the association to create 
workshops dedicated to training and the creation 

of traditional puppets, in partnership with the secondary 
and primary schools of Champassak. The project also plans 
to encourage Lao people to rediscover this long-established 
cultural practice, in particular via the Shadows and Lights 
Festival tour. 

Mrs Jeannette Bougrab, Secretary of State for Youth and Associations, made an official visit to Laos on 3 and 4 
November 2011. 

Signing ceremony of four new agreements to support local associations, 
in the French Embassy 

Traditional puppets of the Champassak shadow theatre
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Special feature

Following Lao Airlines' 
purchase of two Airbus 

A320s in August 2011, 
an official ceremony was 
organised on 8 November 
2011 at Vientiane's Wattay 
international airport to 
commemorate the delivery 
of the first of the two 
aircraft. 

This event was marked by 
the presence of the French 
minister of Transport 

The ceremony was attended by Mr 
Somsavat Lengsavad, vice-Prime 
Minister, Mr Sommad Pholsena, 
minister of Transport and Public 
works, as well as Mr Somphone 
Douangdara, CEO of Lao Airlines, 
and Mr Jean-François Laval, 
Airbus' senior vice-president for 
Asia. France was represented 
by Mr Thierry Mariani, minister 
for Transport reporting to the 
minister of Ecology, Sustainable 
Development, Transport and 
Housing, on an official one-day 
visit to Laos.

On this occasion, Mr Mariani 
stated: "The Lao Airlines company 
has made significant modernisation 
efforts over the past few years, 
while asserting its role on the 
regional market of Southeast Asia. 
I am delighted to witness this 
milestone in the history of Laos' civil 
aeronautics". 

The visit of a French minister 
for this important event attests 
to France's commitment to 
cooperating with Laos in the civil 
aviation domain. 

After the delivery, the two 142-
seat aircraft were put into service 
respectively on 9 November and 
5 December 2011; they are flown 
by Lao Airlines crews as well as 
foreign pilots recruited for a two-
year period. 

These two A320 are the first 
Airbus aircraft of the national Lao 
airline company; they complete 
the fleet of four Xian MA60 
Chinese planes and four ATR75-
500 aircraft of French-Italian 
manufacturer ATR. 

Mr Thierry Mariani (3rd from the left) during the official delivery 
ceremony of Lao Airlines' first Airbus A320  (Photo credit: @ Airbus 2011)

The first Airbus A320, viewed from the inside (Photo credit: @ Airbus 2011)

Mr Thierry Mariani's visit to Laos 
for the delivery of Lao Airlines' first Airbus A320 
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A key stage in Lao Airlines' 
development 

The arrival of two A320s, 
Lao Airlines' first jet aircraft, 
is indicative of the company's  
national and international 
expansion strategy. Since they 
were put into service, both planes 
have been used on national lines, 
including the Vientiane-Luang 
Prabang line, but also on regional 
lines, reflecting Lao Airlines' 
desire to reinforce existing 
international destinations and 
open new ones. 

The Vientiane – Singapore line 
was inaugurated on 24 November 
2011 and is now served three 
times a week, while Vientiane 
– Guangzhou and Vientiane – 
Seoul flights could follow suit 
in the coming months. Starting 
this year, Lao Airlines executives 
are hoping that these two new 
aircraft will help attract 600,000 
passengers, i.e. 20% more than in 
2011. 

The company's development 
reflects the country's economic 
growth as well as Lao Airlines' 
desire to prepare for the 
liberalisation of the civil aviation 
market, which will be effective in 
2015 as part of the ASEAN Free  
Trade Area. 

This purchase is therefore a first 
step, which raises expectations 
that Airbus will continue to assist 
Lao Airlines with the development 
of their fleet and capacity. 

In this respect, the CEO of Lao 
Airlines has announced that the 
company was examining the 
possibility of acquiring two 190-
seat Airbus A321 within the next 
four years. 

Asia: a new and buoyant 
market for Airbus 

With this sale, Airbus confirms 
the worldwide popularity of its 
A320 range (A318, A319, A320, 
A321), of which more than 
8,000 aircraft have been sold or 
ordered, which sets an absolute 
record. 

In addition, the partnership with 
Lao Airlines is in keeping with 
the expansion of the Asian civil 
aviation market. Experts in the 
sector estimate that air transport 
growth in the Asia Pacific region 
should reach 5.7% in the next 
few years, thereby becoming the 
largest geographical area in terms 
of passengers transported. The 
Chinese market alone will require 
2,000 aircraft by 2030. 

Airbus has integrated this  
evolution into its business 
development strategy, which 
recently resulted in major 
contracts, such as the acquisition 
by Malaysian company AirAsia 
of 200 Airbus A320Neo in June 
2011, or the order placed by 
China Southern Airlines for five 
Airbus A380. 
 

View of Lao Airlines' Airbus A320 tail
(Photo credit: @ Airbus 2011)  

AIRBUS is a European aircraft manufacturer, a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of EADS. The company originates from an essentially 
Franco-German project launched in 1969, which resulted in 1972 
in the flight of the first Airbus aircraft, the A300, a twin-jet aircraft 
more economical than its competitors. The consortium was 
extended to British and Spanish companies as new models were 
placed on the market, including the A320 in 1988, the world's best-
selling commercial airliner. The A330-340 range, introduced in the 
1990s, enabled the company to penetrate the market of long-haul 
aircraft , an evolution which culminated in the launch of the A380 
in 2005. Since the early 2000s, Airbus has been integrated into 
European group EADS and competes with Boeing for the position 
of world leading aircraft manufacturer. 
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What's on at the French Institute?

Les Carreleurs Américains, a "hard rock brass band" 
from Nantes soon in concert in Vientiane

This original and uninhibited band revives all mythical Hard 
Rock hits... brass band style. This young crazy band covers 

the best known songs with brass instruments, with a level of 
energy worthy of the mythical bands that they caricature. 
Nothing is missing: the leather attire, long hair, torn denim 
jackets over overalls and safety boots. 

At the centre of a crazy 
arrangement of brass 
instruments is a guitar hero 
who thinks he is both Jimmy 
Page, Angus Young and Santana. 
A vigorous succession of 
unforgettable classics revives 
the greatest bands, from AC/
DC to Nirvana, from Led 
Zeppelin to the Rolling Stones. 

Created at the end of 2007, 
this brass band quickly became 
popular, playing in Nantes' 
Zénith and Cité des Congrès 
venues as well as in several 
regional festivals. Genug, the 
drummer, Julien, the guitarist, and Fred, the trombone player, 
who created this concept, explain that the idea was to play a 

joke for the Rockeurs ont du cœur festival at Nantes' Olympic 
venue. Having recruited brass instrumentalists from Nantes' 
Fanfarchi and the Grand Orchestre de Buzz et ses Amis, Les 
Carreleurs Américains played at the bar in between sets, in 
what was a very bizarre show. 

Given the success of their 
formation and the delight of 
the public, the Carreleurs were 
recruited at the eleventh hour 
by the organisers of Nantes au 
Zénith, for a similar performance 
in the great hall in January 
2008. 

In an effort to appeal to an 
international audience, this 
brass band has performed 
abroad several times, notably in 
Morocco in 2009 and Senegal in 
2010. 

What does the future hold 
for them? "It's too early to say", 

reply the Carreleurs. "We promise to retire after we play in 
Bercy and the Stade de France!" 

Les Carreleurs Américains, a merry band from Nantes wearing wigs and old overalls, will perform on the river 
banks of the Mekong on 28 January and 4 February 2012, starting from 6.00 p.m.

Do not miss the incredible performance of 
"Les Carreleurs Américains" in Vientiane!
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Address book

Located rue Pangkham, near the Nam Phou fountain, 
Xang Khoo has become a safe bet and a sought-after 
destination since it opened a few months ago. 

Arnaud Poiré, the owner and manager of Xang Khoo, arrived 
in Laos for the first time at the end of 2010. He brought 

with him the desire to complete his project as well as solid 
experience in hotel and restaurant management, developed in 
Paris among other places, where he worked for four years in 
the Hôtel du Louvre. 

Part of his Laotian adventure was to open his own restaurant. 
This was a challenge: the restaurant he bought, a French crêperie, 
was in dire need of renovation. After one month's work, Mr 
Poiré managed to preserve its assets, i.e. the crêpes, the kitchen 
staff, the ideal location, and renovated the rest, revamping the 
decor and expanding the menu. The new name of the restaurant, 
Xang Khoo or "twin elephants" (a sign of good fortune in Asia), 
brought him luck, as the result is a design and culinary success. 

While the new menu still features tasty crêpes and buckwheat 
pancakes, which can be accompanied by cider imported from 
France, it has been enhanced by a broader variety of dishes, 
inspired by French gastronomy as well as Asian cuisine (from 
Laos, Vietnam and Thailand). The emphasis is on quality, as the 
use of sodium glutamate and papain is banned and most dishes 
are prepared using fresh market produce, with the exception of 
the wine cellar, exclusively French. 

The inside, spacious and bright, includes a vast terrace on the 
upper floor, so that you can enjoy the peaceful and charming 
Nam Phou square. Between a glass of wine and a fillet of beef, 
take the time to admire the paintings adorning the walls: they 

are the work of local artists such as Paul Phothyzan, a Laotian 
painter whose finest work is currently exhibited at the Xang 
Khoo. 

A success combining atmosphere and cuisine, catering for all 
tastes, the Xang Khoo is making a name for itself and building a 
strong customer base, both Laotians and expatriates, just a few 
months after its inauguration. Come and share an assortment of 
Indochinese specialities or taste a Reblochon cheese crêpe: we 
guarantee that you will be won over. 

Xang Khoo Restaurant, 68 Pangkham Road, Vientiane
Tel: (021) 21 93 14

"Xang Khoo" restaurant: a successful gambit

The Xang Khoo welcomes you from breakfast to dinner time, 
Monday to Saturday from 8.00 a.m. to 10.00 p.m.

Brunch on Sunday from 11.00 to 3.00 p.m. 
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Art and culture

The book for which he became famous, Nous avons mangé la 
forêt... ("We have eaten the forest"), published in 1957 and 

translated into a multitude of languages, recounted his time spent 
with Mnong Gar, a "form of Indochinese tribe" in the Vietnamese 
Highlands. His painstakingly accurate chronicle was a deliberately 
close-up description of facts and individuals. "Greater intimacy with 
the indigenous reality than anything ever attempted before", 
wrote Lévi-Strauss. On the brink of ethnography and cadenced by a 
significant oral literature in verses, the book was seen by some, who 
expected a more analytical work, as overly descriptive. Others, such 
as Maurice Nadeau or Edouard Glissant, praised its experimental 
nature which resonated with the Nouveau Roman. 

"I attempted", he wrote, "to depict 
a fragment of Mnong Gar reality, 
to understand a phenomenon 
in its entirety which cannot be 
divided into separate sectors, but 
where everything is intertwined 
as part of an overall aesthetic". An 
excellent draughtsman who dreamed 
of becoming a painter and with a 
passion for literature, this friend of 
Henri Michaux and Georges Perec 
preserved this artistic ideal of a pure 
ethnographic posture in his work, 
deliberately out of step with the theoretician spirit of his time. Later, 
much to his surprise, post-modernism in the anthropological domain 
hailed him as a pioneer for removing the anonymity of the villagers 
he studied and being a reflective ethnographer before the term was 
invented. Born to a Vietnamese mother and French father posted to 
the indigenous guard in Indochina, Georges Condominas linked his 
vocation as an ethnologist to his difficulty in coming to terms with 
his mixed race. He studied in Vietnam and in France: fine arts and 
law degree in Hanoi, bachelor of arts and certificate in ethnology in 
Paris. In 1946, he decided to attend the lectures of Africanist Marcel 
Griaule, after which he joined the Training Centre for ethnological 
research recently founded by André Leroi-Gourhan. 

Because of his consensual nature, he was subsequently recruited by the 
Office of overseas scientific and technical research (Orstom, currently 
known as IRD) and posted to the Ecole française d'Extrême-Orient 
(EFEO), for which he conducted the first ethnographic surveys amongst 
Austro-Asiatic populations in South Vietnam from 1948 to 1950. This 
was followed by Togo and Madagascar with ORSTOM (he publishes 
Fokon'olona et collectivités rurales en Imerina). He travelled back 
to South-east Asia from 1957 to 1960 as a corresponding member of 
EFEO, staying in Thailand and Laos (he published a book for Unesco 
on the Vientiane plain). In 1960, he was elected to the "Ethnology and 
sociology in South-east Asia and the Indian Sub-continent" chair of 

the Ecole des hautes études en sciences sociales (EHESS or School of 
Advanced Studies in Social Sciences), a position he was to retain well 
after he retired. His reputation was already well established when 
he published L'exotique est quotidien, Sar Luk, Vietnam central 
(1965), in the Terre humaine collection, an autobiography recounting 
his ethnographic experience, followed by L'Espace social. A propos 
de l'Asie du Sud-Est (1980). As an internationally renowned expert 
in this Asian region, he was inundated with invitations: Yale, Columbia, 
Palo Alto, Canberra, Tokyo, Bangkok, Hong Kong etc. In Paris, the 
CeDrasemi, the laboratory he founded in 1962 with André-Georges 
Haudricourt and Lucien Bernot, continued to expand and involved 
researchers working from Nepal to Oceania. "Condo's" seminars at 

the EHESS attracted many students, 
researchers, journalists and some-
times writers or artists who came to 
listen to the professor or his guests. 
A benevolent and good-humoured 
academic, he was the head of the 
"anthropology, ethnology, prehistory" 
section of the national CNRS 
committee from 1976 to 1980. 

"Have courage, we will get them!" 
he often jokingly concluded on the 
phone, without specifying who the 
enemy was. However, this elegant 

giant with a powerful "Mongolian chest" had his fair share of 
historical ruptures and family tragedy. Although he was consensual 
and cautious by nature, he was prompt to point out his pet hates 
and struggles. This included the inequality and humiliation associated 
with the colonial situation, which he epitomised and which made him 
support the Algerian people and sign the "Manifest of the 121". It 
also included wars: he was interned in a Japanese camp in 1945, torn 
during the war in Indochina, demonstrated against the Vietnam war 
alongside US anthropologists and was the first to mention the idea 
of "ethnocide". Once the conflicts were over, he was honoured, along 
with his wife Claire Merleau-Ponty, in all countries of Southeast Asia. 
The exhibition in his honour at the Quai Branly Museum, in 2006, 
presented in Hanoi the following year, was a great success. 

The enemies were also pretentious, obnoxious people and killjoys. A 
storyteller with a slow voice, aware of his charm, he loved to regale his 
listeners with anecdotes and used puns as a major art form, pointing out 
that Pierre Dac was one of his role models. "I would have loved to be 
a comedian but I lacked the skills", he confided to me one day, "so I 
became an ethnologist..." Have courage, "Condo", we will get them! 

Yves Goudineau, director of studies at the Ecole française 
d'Extrême-Orient and the Ecole des hautes études en sciences sociales
This article was published in Le Monde issue of 24 July 2011.

Tribute to ethnologist Georges Condominas 

With the death of Georges Condominas at age 90 on Sunday 17 July 2011 in Paris, French research is mourning 
one of its most renowned ethnologists. 

Georges Condominas with Mnong Gar villagers
Photo credit : AFP /HOANG DINH Nam 
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Josué Hoffet Lycée

In early November, CM1 and CM2 pupils of the Hoffet 
Lycée visited the French Institute on the occasion of the 

Tasting Week (Semaine du Goût), an annual event held in 
France since 1990 which was 
simultaneously organised 
in Vientiane this year. The 
children were introduced 
to different natural flavours 
(sweet, savoury, bitter and 
acidic) during small tasting 
workshops. Olfactory tours 
designed to train their sense of 
smell were also implemented 
during this delicious morning. 
As part of this trip, the pupils 
of the sixième class worked 
on taste with their earth 
and life sciences teacher, Mr 
Laurent Amselem. 

In addition, CM2 and sixième 
classes participated in the 
Manga Festival of Laos organised in the gardens of the French 
Institute. While pupils' work essentially focused on the 
theme of deforestation in Southeast Asia, these pupils also 
had the opportunity to draw manga strips based on Victor 
Hugo's Les Misérables characters. Conducted under the  
 

supervision of their art teacher, Mr Bruno Michelin, this 
work allowed young talent to discover the art of Japanese 
comics, while revisiting the classics of French literature. 

Finally, as part of a journalistic 
workshop coordinated by 
Mr Alain Leroux-Gasnier, 
a primary school teacher, 
pupils visited the facilities 
under construction on the 
former Don Chan island, 
opposite the Hoffet Lycée. 
They collected information 
on the urbanisation and 
transformation of the 
Vientiane capital via individual 
interviews with villagers. 

The end of December was 
marked by a great sports 

day involving pupils, parents 
and teachers, and the Lycée's 

Christmas party, during which the pupils put on several 
performances on the school stage. 

Autumn 2011 activities at the Hoffet Lycée 

CM1 and CM2 pupils made surprising culinary discoveries 
during the Tasting Week

Brief overview of the main school activities organised by the Hoffet Lycée in the past two months. 
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Association

Created in March 2011, the Vientiane Academy Sports 
Club (VASC) football school holds three weekly 
training sessions for girls and boys born between 
1993 and 2007. 

If you happen to pass the Simuang football pitch, you may 
catch a glimpse of young French and Lao children running 

after a football. 

These sessions are headed by Mr Patrick Duveau, a former 
French League 2 player, France's academic champion and 
holder of the second-degree State qualification awarded 
by the French Football Federation (national coach). Having 
created and managed the Port-Louis OMCS, a football 
school in Guadeloupe, Mr Duveau became a PE teacher in 
the Josué Hoffet French Lycée, where he is teaching for the 
third consecutive school year. 

The purpose of the Vientiane Academy Sports Club is to 
supervise your children aged 5 to 18 so that they can take part 
in matches and tournaments in Laos as well as other Asian 
countries. A tournament for 5 to 11 year-olds is currently 
being prepared in Vientiane's Chao Anouvong Park. 

Contact : 
Mr Patrick Duveau
Tel : 020 58 63 12 00 
Email : patlao@hotmail.fr
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/groups/patlao

The pupils of the Vientiane Academy Sports Club

Opening of a football school in Vientiane 

Like every year, numerous exhibitors were mobilised to 
raise funds destined to finance the WIG programmes 

in the domains of education and health. 

The visitors discovered a variety of Lao arts and crafts 
products, while enjoying snacks and drinks from a range 
of exhibition stands. Shows and a major raffle were 
organised on the central stage and livened up most of the 
afternoon. 

Certain NGOs and international organisations located in 
Vientiane were also represented amongst the exhibitors, 
promoting their activities in Laos. 

The French Embassy, the Vientiane Accueil association and 
the Josué Hoffet Lycée held a joint stand, which attracted 
not only representatives of the French community but 
also numerous foreign visitors. The Bistrot français sold a 
variety of French pastries, bakery products and sandwiches, 
accompanied by glasses of wine. 

All the funds collected by the volunteers during this day 
went to the WIG. 

The Bistrot proposed an overview of French gastronomy 
during the 2011 WIG Bazaar 

Festive and friendly atmosphere at the 2011 WIG Bazaar

The major annual charity fair organised by the Women’s International Group (WIG) was held on Saturday 
19 November 2011 on the campus of the Vientiane Engineering Science Faculty. 
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News in brief

USEFUL NUMBERS
French Embassy (+856) 021 26 74 00
In case of emergency only (+856) 020 555 14 751

Police Emergency 191
Vientiane Police (+856) 021 21 27 06
Fire Department  (+856) 021 21 27 07

Medical centre of the Embassy (+856) 021 21 41 50
Emergency only (+856) 020 56 55 47 94 

International clinic - Mahosot Hospital (+856) 021 21 40 22
Friendship Hospital (emergency) (+856) 021 41 33 00
Vientiane Ambulance Centre 195 ou 21 26 11

Thai hospitals
- Wattana Nong Khai (+66) 42 46 52 01
International contact: Mr Paul, (+66) 8 18 33 42 62
Laos contact : Mr Assanai, (+856) 021 24 00 97
- Wattana Udon Thani (+66) 42 24 19 56 
- Clinique AEK (Udon) (+66) 42 34 25 55 

Alarm Center in Bangkok: (+66) 22 56 71 46
Friendship Bridge immigration services 
(+856) 021 81 20 40 / 81 20 37

Local UFE section: ufelaos@gmail.com
Local ADFE representative: adfe.laos@laposte.net

Launch of the Embassy's Facebook page 

The French Embassy in Laos now has its own 
Facebook page, designed to share the major 

Embassy news in an interactive manner. 

This new interface, which provides you with photo albums 
as well as practical information, 

will allow you to follow current Embassy activities 
while keeping informed on future events in real time. 

With this new tool, the French Embassy intends to 
reinforce its communication to be closer to the 

permanent or transient French community in Laos. 

We invite you to visit our Facebook page now! 

Link to the Embassy's Facebook page : 
www.facebook.com/Ambassade.France.Laos

Publication of the book "Laos, un pays en mutation"

Located inland in continental 
Southeast Asia, in the shadow of 
significantly larger nations in terms 
of demographics and economy, 
Laos remains an unknown country. 
Its culture and history are rooted 
in a rich and ancient past, marked 
by the multi-secular relationship 
between civilisations of the 
plains and highland societies, the 
ethnic and cultural complexity of 
which continues to surprise. This 

relationship continues to profoundly influence the evolution 
of the Nation-State's economic, political and social landscape. 
Affected by 20th century conflicts, Laos has been bled dry 
by violence but this has made the country more resilient. 
Moving away from the socialist project, it is in the process 
of opening its economic borders, driven by the perilous 
ambition to reclaim its place in Asia, at the crossroads of 
trade routes. 

The purpose of this book is to analyse Laos' historical, 
political and sociological history in an attempt to gain insight 
into the major challenges and transformations with which 
the country is confronted. 

« Laos, Un pays en mutation », monograph published in the 
Asie Plurielle collection (Editions Belin - La documentation 
Française), is on sale in the Monument Books bookshop and 
the EFEO's library in Vientiane. 




