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Front Page News

Located on the side of the Pasak Mountains, in the far south of Laos, 
Vat Phu, or "Temple of the Mountain" offers a clear view over the Mekong 
valley. 
Since 2007, France has spent almost a million euros on the preservation 
of Vat Phu-Champassak, which is ranked as a World Heritage site. 
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Tribute

Death of
Mr Soubanh Srithirath

"Mrs Yamina Benguigui, Deputy Minister for Francophonie and personal 
representative of the President of the Republic of France to the International 
Organisation of the Francophonie, has learned with sadness of the death 
of His Excellency Minister Soubanh Srithirath, High Representative for 
Francophonie of the Laotian Government. 

For his entire life, Mr Soubanh 
Srithirath was a fervent defender 
of Francophonie, as can been seen 
especially in his organisation of 
the Ministerial Conference of la 
Francophonie held in Vientiane in 
2007.  

Mr Soubanh Srithirath was particularly active within the International 
Organisation of the Francophonie (OIF) and all OIF members will 
remember him as a passionate activist for promoting the French language, 
in Laos, as well as throughout Asia. 

He was a true Francophile, and had studied at the Saint Cyr special military 
academy. A Knight and later an Officer of the French legion of Honour, he 
was very fond of France and his investment in Francophonie was much 
appreciated in our country. 

Recently, he was continuing his strong support for the promotion of French 
in Laos with the teaching of French as a second foreign language starting in 
early secondary school. 

Mrs Benguigui sends her deepest sympathy to his family and friends as well 
as to the members of the government of the Lao People's Democratic 
Republic."  

Message from Mrs Tasca, Honorary Chair of the Senate's 
French-Cambodian-Lao Inter-Parliamentary Friendship 

Group: 

"I offer my deepest condolences to the Lao authorities for the loss of 
Mr Soubanh Srithirath, High Representative for Francophonie of the Lao 
Government. 

When we met in Vientiane, I could sense Mr Soubanh Srithirath's 
commitment to promoting our shared language, the same language that 
he himself spoke very well. To his colleagues and his family, I again offer my 
condolences."

Dear compatriots, dear Lao friends, 

I arrived in Vientiane just a few weeks ago as the new 
French Ambassador to Laos. I am taking advantage of 
this new edition of “France in Laos” to write a few short 
words. 

I have already had the pleasure of meeting many French 
expatriates who live here, as well as their representatives, 
who are involved in various associations. If the French 
presence in Laos can be described as energetic, it's first 
and foremost thanks to you, who love this country and 
want to share it, while upholding French values. I am 
thinking primarily about French businesses: the success 
of Airbus, ATR, Essilor's arrival in Savannakhet, the arrival 
of Super U, Yves Rocher, an Ibis hotel: these are all strong 
symbols of our presence. I also want to recognise the 
bankers, hoteliers, restaurant owners, retailers and artisans 
who have chosen Laos and who strive each day to spread 
our expertise. Of course, I want to thank all those who put 
their talent to good use for cultural exchange, teaching 
and development assistance. Finally, I want to recognise 
all those French-Lao people who came here to get back to 
their roots, while bringing with them a little piece of their 
adopted country, to bring France alive here in Laos.

I also want to thank our Lao friends who contribute to 
strengthening the ties of long-standing friendship between 
our two countries. I want you to know that we are here 
for the long haul, at your side, in a country that we are 
strongly devoted to and that we will continue to support, 
in its long-term development, in the preservation of its 
heritage, in the discovery of its history, traditions, flora 
and fauna. Laos has an excellent reputation in France, 
as witnessed by the success of tourism: 45,000 French 
tourists discovered this fascinating country last year. 

I'll finish with a reminder of some important dates. This 
year, on 6 May, France elected a new President of the 
Republic, Mr François Hollande. For the first time, French 
citizens abroad voted for their members of parliament in 
the legislative elections that followed. Mr Thierry Mariani 
was elected for the 11th constituency, which includes 
Laos. In November, Laos will host the 9th Asia-Europe 
Summit. This is a major event for this country, and will 
give us the opportunity to highlight the importance of our 
bilateral relations. We will have more details in the next 
edition of "France in Laos". 

Kind regards,
Yves Carmona

A word from the 
Ambassador

The text below is taken from the press release published by the 
French Ministry of Foreign Affairs following the death of Mr 

Soubanh Srithirath on 17 July 2012.



4 France in Laos

French magistrates visit Vientiane

The French experts' visit was part of the Priority Solidarity Fund (FSP) programme for 
supporting the implementation of justice guidelines in Laos. Led by the French Embassy, this programme's goal is to 
develop initial professional training for Lao 
judges, prosecutors and solicitors. More 
specifically, the programme will create a 
National Institute for Legal Training, which 
will provide initial professional training for 
young Lao magistrates, under the supervision 
of the Ministry of Justice, the Supreme Court 
and the Prosecution Service. 

The Lao authorities were delighted to 
welcome the magistrates. This was the second 
time in eight months that experts from the 
French National School for Magistrates had 
come to Vientiane; since their first visit in 
January 2012, the magistrates noted progress 
made by the authorities in the field of training 
for justice professionals. 

Meeting

OCTOBER

Wednesday 3 and Thursday 4 October
7th Asia-Europe Parliamentary Forum in Vientiane 

Wednesday 10 October
10th International Day Against the Death Penalty 

Tuesday 16 to Friday 19 October
9th Asia-Europe People's Forum in Vientiane 

Tuesday 23 to Sunday 28 October
Fang Mae Kong Dance Festival in Vientiane and 
Luang Prabang  

NOVEMBER

Saturday 3 and Sunday 4 November
13th Asia-Europe Business Forum in Vientiane 

Monday 5 and Tuesday 6 November 
9th Asia-Europe Summit

Sunday 11 November
Commemoration of the World War I Armistice at 
the French Cemetery 

Monday 19 to Wednesday 21 November
Laos-France Research Days for Development at 
the French Institute

DECEMBER

Sunday 2 December
Lao National Day 

Agenda

EMN's mission is to participate in the training of Lao magistrates

On 18 September 2012, magistrates from the French National School for 
Magistrates (École Nationale de la Magistrature - ENM) participated in a 

seminar on developing the legal sector in Laos, organised jointly by the Lao 
Ministry of Justice, France and the United Nations Development Programme. 
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Francophonie

Learning medical French from a photo-story

Photo-stories are not just for comic books: they can also be used for educational purposes, in particular to support 
the learning of foreign languages. The first photo-stories have begun to appear at the National University of Laos 

to help with the teaching of French. 

At the Laos University of Health Sciences 
(USSL), French is taught in classes of 50 to 90 
students, with a limited amount of lesson time 
and in locations that are not always comfortable. 
However, year in and year out, French is always 
popular when it's time to register at University. 
For the future doctors, dentists and chemists in 
Laos, knowing French has several advantages. 
As part of their studies, students have to consult 
books in French, take courses with French-
speaking professors, and some of them will 
even go to France for internships to continue 
their education. Once they begin to practice, 
they will be able to participate in development 
projects carried out in partnership with French 
speakers.
 
Although needs in the field of communication 
are urgent, educational resources suitable for 
this very specific audience are rare. Aware 
of this, three French professors had the idea 
of creating a photo-novel for their students 
to use. With the help of Julie El Moutaoukil-
Rousseau, USSL on-site technical assistant, the 
team launched the project at the end of 2011 
and have already made the first five episodes of 
the photo-story.

The main goal of the project is to teach students 
useful expressions that are used in daily life, but 
nonetheless, the team that created the project 
takes the story seriously. The photo-story follows Julie, 
a young French medical student who is in Laos for an internship 
at the Mahosot Hospital. She is welcomed by Phonetip, a 
student at USSL, who gradually shows Julie her everyday life 
on campus, at the hospital, at the restaurant, the Talat Sao 
market in Vientiane, etc. 

Just like the classics of its genre, the photo-story is released 
in episodes which have been introduced one after the other 
in French classes since the beginning of the 2012-2013 school 
year. The camera used for the pictures in the photo-story was 
paid for by FSP Santé (FSP Health), a programme of the French 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs which has been supporting higher 
education in medicine in Laos since 2009. Besides this initial 
investment, the photo-story has the advantage of being an 
inexpensive project, as it is used in the classroom in its digital 
format, with a projector. 

Similar to a cartoon, this medium highlights oral communication 
and makes it possible to adapt the content of the conversations 
to the precise practical needs of the students, playfully rounding 
out the method of French teaching already used. 

This project also serves as training in language and education 
for the professors themselves. Creating a learning medium 
such as the photo-story requires developing a wide range 
of theoretical and practical knowledge, like familiarity with 
grammar and vocabulary, but also computer skills and a sense 
of aesthetics that are essential for the lay-out of the episodes.

You can follow the photo-story at : www.uss-laos.org
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A table 

Bon appétit.  

Tu aimes le riz ? 

Oui, 
j’aime 
le riz.  

Humm ! J’adore 
la soupe de 
bambou. 

Scénaristes, photographes : Monekèo V.,  Southavone D., 
Jonhny K., Julie R. 
Technicien : Monekeo V./Acteurs : Latsami W. , Julie R. . 
Saksith K., Mme Nalyvanh K., 
 

Tiens, goûte, c’est très bon ! 

Non, merci je 
n’aime pas le 
poisson. 

Tu manges du poisson ? Qu’est-ce que c’est ? 

C’est de la 
soupe de 
bambou. 

Extract from the photo-story created by the French Department of USSL:
"At meal times:  Bon appétit. Do you like rice? Yes, I like rice.

Are you eating fish? No thanks, I don't like fish. 
What is that? It's bamboo soup.  

Here, try it, it's very nice.  Yum! I love bamboo soup."
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Cooperation

Creation of the association of former 
Laotian students in France  

Created at the end of 2011 at the initiative of the Laos 
Campus France office and a small group of former students, 
the association is currently being registered with the Lao 
authorities. The group has set the goal of contributing to the 
promotion of French in Laos, while providing support for the 
next generations of Lao Francophiles who will leave to study 
in France. 

The primary objective is to create a social network of former 
students, so they can meet each other and stay in touch after 
they return to Laos. The experience gained in France can 
be useful in two ways: on the one hand, the "returnees" are 
well placed to advise future students who would like to take 
their turn to go to France, and, on the other hand, they can 
assist young graduates 
who are looking to 
enter the job market 
in Laos. 

Having lived in France 
for several years, the 
"returnees" have a 
particular fondness for 
the French language 
and culture. They are 
happy to maintain 
the connections 
that influenced their 
personal development 
and that often helped 
open doors leading 
to new perspectives 
for the future.  Some 
of them still use 
French regularly in their new professional environment. Lao 
Francophiles who speak French perfectly can be found in 
all sectors of activity: management, education, healthcare, 
finance, tourism, and more. 

This strong connection with France was the common theme 
that led to the creation of the association and that is now 
helping the project to expand. Today, the association has 25 
registered members and has given itself the challenge of 
becoming a local law association, an administrative process 
that takes time and therefore requires a significant personal 

investment. To move along with the process, the association 
is relying on the strength of its network that is gradually 
developing. Since the beginning of 2012, several meetings have 
already been organised by the Laos Campus France office, an 
organisation that is actively contributing to the setting up 
of the new association. These regular meetings have enabled 
members to discuss the association's current activities and 
ways to attract future members. 

To complete these reunion efforts, the directory of former 
Lao students and interns has been totally updated and put 
on-line, at the following address:  
www.anciens-laotiens-en-france.com

Created by the French 
Embassy and updated 
by the Campus France 
representative, this tool 
should help the former 
students develop the 
network. It could also 
help them connect with 
local companies who 
want to recruit French-
speaking employees 
in a specific field, like 
law or healthcare, for 
example. 

To find out more and 
join the association, 
contact Sophie Leban, 
Laos Campus France 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

(campusfrance@laos-if.org) or Sayavong Vetsapong, President of 
APLF (sayavong.v@hotmail.com). 

The membership fee is 50,000 kips; membership cards 
provide discounts at cinemas and concerts and include 
membership of the French Institute's media library. Don't 
miss the association's first big event, a rock and roll concert 
scheduled for 21 December 2012 as part of the Laos French 
Institute's traditional end-of-year party! 

Around thirty Lao former students have already joined the association

Since the 1980s, more than 700 Lao have had the opportunity to go to France for internships 
or to continue their higher education at the degree, masters or doctorate level. The 

Association for the Promotion of the French Language (APLF) is hoping to bring most of 
these former students together in a social network to encourage discussion and the sharing 
of experiences. 
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Business

Banque Franco-Lao celebrates its second anniversary 

1/ How was the BFL started? 
Our arrival in Laos is the result of an economic partnership 
between the French group BRED-Banque populaire and the 
BCEL (Banque du Commerce Extérieur Lao). These two banking 
establishments created a company with mixed capital of 30 
million euros, 54% owned by BRED and 46% by BCEL, and 
which then became the BFL. 

2/ Who are your clients?
BFL was the first European banking entity to operate in Laos; 
obviously, our goal was to create a general-purpose, traditional 
bank for all the residents of Laos, not just expatriates. Given 
the success we experienced, we decided to move quickly 
head with developing the company and extending our banking 
network throughout the country as quickly as possible. By 
September 2012, more than 4,000 current accounts had 
already been opened at BFL. 

3/ How many branches are there today in Laos? 
In the months after we opened, our activity was mainly focused 
on expanding the head office, located at the crossroads of 
Lane Xang and Dongpalane Avenues in Vientiane. Following 
steady expansion, we were able to implement an extensive 
network of branches throughout the capital after just one 
year.  During that time, we opened no fewer than 6 BFL 
branches in Vientiane: in Sikhay (just past the Wattay Airport), 
at the Talat Sao market, inside the U Express shop, in Sihom 
(near the night market), in the D-Mart shopping centre and 
on Setthathirath Avenue, next to Nam Phou Square. Between 
now until the end of 2012, we will open a branch near That 
Luang and another on the Dong Dok campus at the National 
University of Laos. 
The first branch outside the capital was opened in Paksé in 
April 2012; our Luang Prabang branch will be inaugurated in 
November, and the Savannakhet branch in December. So, at 
the end of 2012, BFL has around a dozen agencies throughout 
the country, and we expect to develop the network outside 
the capital with the opening of 6 or 7 additional branches in 
2013. 

4/ What types of services do the branches offer? 
All traditional banking services are available at the branches, 
namely, opening accounts, deposits and withdrawals, bank 
transfers, as well as the usual account management operations. 
Only loan applications must be processed by the head office, 
but they can be made at any branch, including outside the 
capital. I'd like to point out that the Nam Phou branch, on 
Setthathirat Avenue, is open 12 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

Each bank has 4 or 5 banking advisers, who have all been fully 
trained by us. Most of our staff speak English and/or French, 
to facilitate communication with our expatriate clients. We 
started out with around fifty employees, and our staff has 
already doubled in less than two years. 90% of the staff are 
Lao. 

5/ What are BFL's strengths compared to other 
banks? 
We have an extensive network of electronic cash machines, 
with more than 25 machines in Vientiane that now accept 
VISA cards. All the traditional transactions can also be 
performed on-line thanks to our secure "Internet Banking" 
service. With this interface, it is even possible to carry out 
international transfers, an Internet service that we are the 
only bank in Laos to provide. 
In addition, this year we launched a system of BFL electronic 
terminals making it possible to pay with a card at around 
twenty shops and restaurants in Vientiane. Transactions are 
free and can be made with any BFL withdrawal card. 
Safes have recently been made available to our clients at the 
central Vientiane branch. This service costs 50 USD a year. 
I would like to mention that we have the best protection 
service in Laos, because our safes are made of special panels 
manufactured to European standards! 
Finally, we have set up a special service for the Lao diaspora, 
allowing the transfer of up to €2,300 in cash from France 
to Laos. This money transfer system only costs €5 per 
transaction, but requires a bank account with the Banque 
Populaire. 

Nam Phou branch is open 12 hours a day, 7 days a week 

The headquarters of the Banque Franco-Lao were officially inaugurated in November 2010. Guillaume 
Perdon, the bank's executive director, shares the most significant moments from the first two years of the 

Banque Franco-Lao (BFL). 



8 France in Laos

Special feature

Located in southern Laos, the 
Vat Phu - Champassak site is 
famous for two reasons: history 
and religion. It is the most 
significant known pre-Angkorian 
site, and also one of the leading 
destinations in South-East Asia 
for Buddhist pilgrims. 

The most significant pre-
Angkorian site 

The site of Vat Phu, which means 
"temple on the mountain", is a group 
of religious monuments dating from 
the 5th century, and of which the 
classic Khmer-style buildings (11th 
century) remain. The site goes from 
west to east, from the mountain 
towards the plain. 

It ends at the edge of the river, where 
is a town from the pre-Angkorian 
period with a double set of walls. Built 
on the remains of a protohistoric 
site, the town is clearly one of the 
earliest large urban structures and 
offers a unique testimony to help 
us understand what led to the first 
urban revolution in South-East 
Asia. Also, aerial photographs show 
that the entire plain, for a radius 
of 40km (about 25 miles), was 
very densely populated in ancient 

times (information provided by 
Marielle Sanoni, CNRS).  An ancient 
road linking Vat Phu and Angkor, in 
Cambodia, is a testament to the close 
ties between these two sites.  

From listing to restoration 

For a long time, France's endeavours 
have been based on the work of 
the Ecole Française d’Extrême Orient 
(the French School of the Far East). 
Research increased in the 1990s 
thanks to the Lao Archaeology 
Research Project (PRAL), carried out 
in the context of bilateral aid. 

In 2001, recognition of these 
discoveries led to a place on the 
UNESCO World Heritage list. The 
listed boundary extends far beyond 
the area of the Vat Phu monuments, 
covering a large portion of the region, 
including the ancient town and the 
road to Angkor.

Compared to Luang Prabang (the 
other UNESCO site in Laos), Vat 
Phu seemed to have fewer resources 
available to implement the measures 
that were required for preserving 
and promoting heritage. The French 
and Lao authorities were both aware 
of this deficiency, so France set up a 

programme called Fonds de Solidarité 
Prioritaire (FSP), which was launched 
in 2007. 

At the same time, France stepped up 
its efforts with the continuation of 
field work by the French Archaeology 
Mission in Laos in the south of the 
country. In the meantime, a museum 
containing some of the findings from 
the French and Italian excavations 
was built on the site with Japanese 
aid funding. In 2006, an Italian team 
also began the restoration of the 
Nandin temple, located in the centre 
of the Vat Phu site. 

An unrivalled plan of action

The French FSP programme resulted 
in an unrivalled preservation and 
restoration programme, as its main 
goal was to create and develop 
methods for the management of 
the site by local teams, and included 
all the components of organising 
a listed site. At the end of 2007, a 
local administration and management 
service was set up, which later 
became the Vat Phu World Heritage 
Department.

Since then, France has spent almost 
one million euros on developing 
activity at Vat Phu: training staff in 
restoration, monitoring sanitary 
conditions (consolidating and 
preserving the remnants), inventory 
(restoring and enhancing the 
museum's collections), professional 
exchange with the Angkor site and 
the organisation of specific training 
sessions in Siem Reap and in France. 

In all, more than thirty people have 
taken advantage of internships or 
professional training. A technical 
assistant, who was an architect in 
France, was nominated locally to 
assist the local director. The work 
carried out as part of the FSP relied 
on the collaboration of several French 
experts and instructors, including 

France's endeavours at Vat Phu-Champassak 

The restoration of the south palace entrance porch was completed this summer
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Pierre Pichard and Bertrand  

Porte (EFEO), Valerie 
Zaleski (Guimet Museum), 
Christine Hawixbrock and 
Marielle Santoni (CNRS), 
Henri Masson (Regional 
Curator of Historic 
Monuments), and Gérard 
Poteau (Centre for Historic 
Monuments). 

Notable achievements 

The highlight of the 
French cooperation is the 
restoration of the south 
palace entrance porch, 
which was completed this 
summer. This achievement, 
carried out as part of a 
teaching worksite, is the pride of the 
local staff. The restored porch has 
already become the favourite setting 
for tourists to have their photograph 
taken. FSP also made it possible to 
carry out urgent preservation work 
on five other buildings. This year, a 
book about the museum's collections 
was published, and two more books 
are on the way (see "Art and Culture", 
p.12).

Activities at the site have been 
expanded to include musical and 
dance performances and film 
screenings, in particular during the 
Festival of the New Moon which 
takes place in January or February 
and coincides with the Buddhist 
festival of Makha Busa. 

The Vat Phu site's reputation is 
attracting more and more tourists. 
The number of tourists has doubled 

in five years, from 50,000 to 100,000 
visitors a year, not including the 
extra attendance related to religious 
festivals. Foreign assistance has also 
increased, with the arrival of a team 
from India in 2010 and the Korean 
project for the restoration of the 
Nang Sida Temple, located on the 
ancient road to Angkor, that is due to 
start next year. 

New perspectives 

French participation is not limited to 
the FSP programme, which will close 
at the end of this year. Before then, 
the FSP project will help the local 
authorities to implement guidelines 
for the restoration that will be 
carried out by the various countries. 
As for archaeology, the excavation 
programme will start again in January, 
mostly at the site of the ancient town. 

Additionally, a 
new 500,000-
euro project 
was confirmed 
in 2012 by 
the French 
Development 
Agency and 
should start 
next year. 

The goal 
of this new 
programme is 
to finish the 

 
 

 restoration activity already started, 
by taking on the challenges of 
protection and development over the 
entire UNESCO site, and in particular 
at the site of the ancient town: this 
is where most of the archaeological 
excavations and building restoration 
projects are concentrated, at a time 
when the challenges of promoting 
tourism are becoming greater. 
Pressure to develop new buildings 
will become even greater in 2013 
with the completion of a new road 
that will make it possible to reach the 
site in barely 40 minutes from Paksé, 
the regional capital. 

The work accomplished is significant, 
as is the work left to be done. The 
main principle of the French aid, as 
recognized by the Lao participants, is 
continuity and the desire to develop 
local skills. We don't think that will 
change in a hurry. 
 
Reference works (to be published) 
- Y. Goudineau and M. Lorrillard :  
Recherches nouvelles sur le Laos, EFEO, 
Études thématiques n° 18 (p. 81-112) 

The entrance porch, before and after restoration 

The restoration of the south palace entrance porch 
was funded by France
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What's on at the French Institute

Khao Niew, a delightful performance 
at the French Institute

For Latanakone Insisiengmay, known as "Tô", the Franco-Lao 
approach to theatre is something of a family affair. His father 
Leuthmany had been introduced to the art of marionettes in 
France and had hired Tô as a clown for his first French tour 
in 2005. The young artist learned French two months before 
leaving and performed in 
Paris, Nice, Lyon and at 
the Avignon Festival. 

Several years later, he 
went back to France 
for a new tour, this 
time, as a puppeteer. 
In 2009, Tô founded 
his own marionette 
theatre troupe, "Khao 
Niew", or "Sticky Rice" 
in Lao. No references 
to cooking, though, in 
the performances of 
this half-human half-toy troupe, just a desire to remain true 
to the culture and to the issues facing Lao society. The first 
performance is about the trafficking of young Lao girls to 
Thailand. It's this contrast between form and substance that 
undoubtedly gives the Khao Niew creations their richness. 

In 2010, the first collaboration with the French Institute, a 
clown performance, took place during the Guingette Mekong 
River Festival. In 2011 the troupe returned to the stage with its 
production of Men Niang (What's That?), a title that perfectly 
reflected the originality of the piece. In September 2012 the 
troupe returned to the French Institute with an adaptation of 
the classic children's story Pinocchio. Reinventing a 100-year-
old Italian masterpiece that has been adapted many times 

was an artistic challenge for the troupe. Far from being a 
naive adaptation, the subtlety of the production, the choice 
of the scenery and the music are a testament to the artistic 
maturity of the director. A confirmed Francophile, Tô began 
collaborating this summer with a Breton theatre troupe from 

Quimper, Teatr Piba (an 
expression meaning 
"mad spirit" in Lao). The 
goal of the project, called 
Metamorphoses, is to 
perform two shows in 
parallel, in France and in 
Laos. The two productions 
will have a common 
theme and the teams, 
each made up of Lao and 
French expatriates, will 
collaborate on the writing 
and direction. This artistic 
twinning will take place 

long distance but especially beneficial will be internships, in 
France and in Laos, allowing the two companies to exchange 
technical skills and cultural traditions. 

The project will be carried out with financial support from 
the Laos French Institute and the Region of Brittany. For the 
Khao Niew troupe, Metamorphoses will be performed during a 
tour of South-East Asia and in France in 2013 and 2014. While 
they are in Vientiane, the members of Teatr Piba will also offer 
training workshops for Lao students and stage actors. 

Film discussion - the Death Penalty 
To mark the World Day Against the Death Penalty, IFL will show a 
film on this subject, which will then be a theme for discussion. 
10 October at 10 am and 6 pm, admission free 

"Food and Friendship in Laos" Conference - EFEO  
11 October at 7 pm, admission free 

Discussion - Asia-Europe People's Forum 
16 to 19 October,  admission free 

Play: "24 hours in the life of a Woman"
20 October at IFL, 21 October at Settha Palace : 50,000 kips 

Fang Mae Kong Dance Festival 
Performing in Vientiane and Luang Prabang at the end of October.
Performances at the IFL on 23 and 24 October at 7 pm
Tickets: 20,000 kips 

2nd Lao-French Research for Development Days
From 19 to 21 November, admission free

Coming soon to the French Institute 

After performing for the third time at the French Institute, the Khao Niew theatre troupe is entering into 
a new collaboration this year with a troupe from Brittany. 

The life-size marionettes are brought to life 
by actors from the Khao Niew company
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Josué Hoffet Lycée

Our 500 pupils, from the nursery school section up to age 18, have just headed 
back to school. They arrive with a thirst for discovery and learning that the 
Lycée Josué Hoffet strives to satisfy. 

The team of committed and experienced teachers are there to provide all pupils 
with a quality education, in accordance with the requirements of the French 
National Education programme. 

Do I need to mention our excellent results on national exams? The success rate 
for final year pupils was 100% for the Bac 2012, with 84% obtaining an "honours" 
mark. This quality means that each year our pupils integrate easily into higher 

education, whether in preparatory classes, in universities or in specialised schools and institutes, both in France and abroad. 

This year, the school expanded again with a new classroom for CE2 pupils as well as a new computer and technology room. Our 
improvement efforts for the school will continue, in particular thanks to a new subsidy from the Agency for French Education 
Abroad (AEFE) totalling 11,500 euros. This financial aid means we can provide each primary school class with computer equipment. 
Instruction in modern languages will also be reinforced with, on the one hand, more English being taught from nursery school up 
to age 18 and, on the other hand, the creation of an intensive Lao option for ages 11 and up. 

The intensive Lao option has been recognised by AEFE and will be certified by the Lao Ministry of Education, allowing pupils to 
return to Laos to work after their studies, or simply to continue their education here. 

Throughout the year, we offer our pupils extra-curricular activities financed in part by local sponsors (study travel, educational 
outings, etc.) as well as non-academic activities (theatre workshops, plastic arts, dance, cinema, school newspaper, music and martial 
arts). In addition, several physical activities are available, such as badminton, basketball, or football, with regular practices offered 
by our sports association. 

This school year is off to an excellent start and I know I can count on the entire team of the Lycée Josué Hoffet to make this year 
the one with the highest achievements, individually and for the whole school, for the benefit of children to help them reach their 
full potential. 

Have a wonderful school year, everyone. 
Olivier DECLOITRE, Headmaster 

A word from the headmaster for the new school year

One month after the start of the school year, the headmaster 
shares school news and events.  

Pupils young and old head back to school



12 France in Laos

Art and culture

The book "Collections du musée de Vat Phu" (Collections of the Vat 
Phu Museum) offers more than 150 photos with accompanying 

text to help the public discover the archaeological marvels collected 
from Vat Phu, which has been listed as Word Heritage site by 
UNESCO since 2003. 

The result of collaboration between the specialist researchers at Vat Phu 
(Christine Hawibrock, Claude Jacques, Marielle Santoni, Viengkèo Souksavatdy, 
Valérie Zaleski), the book was financed as part of the French Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs' FSP programme. This publication aims to illustrate the fruit of twenty 
years of scientific cooperation between France and Laos, which have resulted 
in a deeper and more widespread understanding of a site which is still largely 
unknown. 

Thanks to the creation of the Vat Phu museum in 2003, pieces from the 
collection which were up to then stored in archaeological reserves closed to 
the public can be put on display. The photo collection shows some of these 

objects, as well as others discovered with 
the help of Italian, Japanese and Indian 
teams. The objects selected demonstrate 
the architectural and artistic wealth of the 
Khmer civilisation that lived in the region 
from the 5th Century, before becoming 
centred around Angkor. 

Available to the general public, the book will also be of interest to specialists with its highly 
detailed descriptions for the most significant pieces. The authors undertook to place the items 
in context by adding architectural photos of the temple or by indicating where they were 
discovered. Likewise, the size and the materials that the pieces are made of are included. 

Soon to be published: 
- Guide pratique: Vat Phu Champassak, Patrimoine mondial de l’Unesco, DPV, 2012.

- M. Lorillard : Autour de Vat Phu, de l’exploration à la recherche, DPV - EFEO, 2012.

The treasures of Vat Phu revealed 
in a book collection 

"Vishnu sur Garuda"
(Photo credit: Stanislas Fradelizi)

"Collections du musée Vat Phu Champassak"
C. Hawixbrock, C. Jacques, M. Santoni, V. Souksava-

tdy, V. Zaleski, DPV, 2012
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For developing sales in Laos, the Yves Rocher group chose 
Annam Fine Food (a subsidiary of the Apple Tree group), whose 
parent company is based in Saigon. The Vietnamese example is 
encouraging, with around twenty stores opening up between 
Hanoi and Saigon in less than five years. The exceptional rate 
of growth in Laos finally convinced the group that there were 
opportunities in the South-East Asian market. 

The first Yves Rocher sales outlet opened on 1 June 2012 
in the D-Mart supermarket shopping arcade (Dongpalane 
Avenue). The products sold are the same as those available in 
France, with a few exceptions: certain cosmetic products that 
do not withstand the heat have had to be withdrawn, while 
others have been especially created for the Asian market 
(such as the very popular "whitening creams"). Some Yves 
Rocher products are also already available in the Vientiane 
beWell shops (in particular at Talat Sao and in the Sailom 
neighbourhood, behind the French Institute), a speciality 
shop that is synonymous with cosmetics and parapharmacy. 

A shop will soon open its doors in the historic centre, 
on Pangham Street (next to the head office of the BCEL). 
Centrally located an easy to get to, this shop aims to show 
Lao customers the wide range of the Yves Rocher products: 
from perfumes to make up, by way of skin creams (some of 
which are even marketed to men), the brand's objective is 
to export its know-how in "plant-based cosmetics" to Laos. 
After a half-century, Yves Rocher has built its image around 
an ambitious goal - using the benefits of nature to achieve 
female beauty, while preserving the environment. Just as it 
has in other markets, there is every reason to believe that 
this notion will also appeal to customers in Laos. 
In order to maximise the services offered, a herbal spa and 

a salon exclusively for facial and body treatments will be 
added to the Pangkham shop. The beauty institute will offer 
an extensive selection of relaxing treatments, from stress-
relieving massages to detoxifying and energising remedies. 
Around ten new sales representatives are currently being 
trained in Thailand and Vietnam so they can fully meet their 
customers' expectations and help them find the product best 
suited to their needs. The entire team is relying on word-of-
mouth for a successful launch of the Yves Rocher Brand in 
Laos. If successful, the company is already planning to open 
more shops in Paksé and Luang Prabang. 

Yves Rocher introduces "plant-based cosmetics" 
in Laos 

Address book

Founded 50 years ago by a concrete manufacturer, "Yves Rocher" is not content 
with having been voted the favourite cosmetic brand of French women. The group 

owns more than 4,000 sales outlets around the world and has already won over 30 
million customers. After Vietnam and Cambodia, the French company has decided to 
come and conquer the Lao market. 

Portrait of a young Lao Francophile woman
Daraphong GNOUTTITHAM, nicknamed "Mina"
Yves Rocher Brand Development Manager for Laos

After receiving a bilingual education at the Lycée de Vientiane, Mina went on to continue 
her studies in Montpellier, where she obtained a Masters in Information Systems and 
Human Resource Management (SIRH). After a six-month internship with RandStad in 
Béziers, she returned to Laos and became the presenter of the French-language news 
on the Lao National Television. Elected "Miss French Institute" in 2010, today Mina has 
challenged herself to promote French elegance in Laos by contributing to the development 
of the Yves Rocher brand.

The Yves Rocher booth in the D-Mart shop is 
open every day from 9 am to 9 pm
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News in brief

USEFUL NUMBERS

Departures - Arrivals 

- Mr Yves Carmona took up the post of French Ambassador 
to Laos on 17 September 2012. 

- Mr Jean-Paul Clément took over from Philippe Mallein as 
Development Attaché for the French Language. 

- Mrs Emmanuelle Chailleu took over from Mrs Nathalie 
Nodé as Vice-Consul. 

- Mr Hervé Laroche took over from Mr Eric Ducarois as 
Consular Officer. 

- Mrs Clara Otero took over from Mrs Coral Ducarois as 
Accountant. 

- Ms Mariella Morandi took over from Mr Charles-Antoine 
Schwerer as Press Department Intern. 

- Mrs Ghislaine Michallat took over from Mr Thomas Blein as 
Accounting Officer at the French Institute. 

Vientiane Accueil Association

As a francophone welcome association in Laos, we 
organise various activities for children and adults, such as 

drawing, music, football, water exercise swimming, 
archery, tai chi, lacquer work, mah-jong, theatre, etc. 

Our motto is friendship! 

To see our schedule and participate in the meetings and 
cultural events we organise, contact us:

vientianeaccueil@yahoo.fr

Chair:  Viviane Inthavong (020 78 10 45 08)
Vice Chair:  Eric Pinard (020 22 22 84 85)

French embassy (+856) 021 26 74 00
In case of emergency only (+856) 020 555 14 751

Police Emergency 191
Vientiane Police station (+856) 021 21 27 06
Fire Department  (+856) 021 21 27 07

Embassy medical center (+856) 021 21 41 50
Emergency only (+856) 020 56 55 47 94 

Mahosot Hospital  - International Clinc (+856) 021 21 40 22
Friendship Hospital (emergencies) (+856) 021 41 33 00
Vientiane Ambulance Station 195 ou 21 26 11

Thai hospitals
- Wattana Nong Khai (+66) 42 46 52 01
International contact : M. Paul, (+66) 8 18 33 42 62
Laos contact : M. Assanai, (+856) 021 24 00 97
- Wattana Udon Thani (+66) 42 24 19 56 
- AEK Clinic (Udon) (+66) 42 34 25 55 

Alarm Center in Bangkok: (+66) 22 56 71 46
Friendship Bridge Immigration Centre
(+856) 021 81 20 40 / 81 20 37

Local branch of the UFE: ufelaos@gmail.com
Local ADFE representative : adfe.laos@laposte.net

GOOD TO KNOW
Useful numbers and other practical information can be obtained at any time on the 

website of the French Embassy to Laos:  www.ambafrance-laos.org/
Regularly updated, the section "Service aux Français" covers all information concerning consular activities, 

as well as health and safety recommendations.






