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Madam Consular counselor 

Excellences, dear colleagues of the diplomatic corps 

Ladies and gentlemen, representatives of the fighting force and the public security 

Ladies and gentlemen, representatives of the veteran associations  

Dear Mr Representative of the Souvenir Français association 

Gentlemen and veterans 

Ladies and gentlemen, representatives of The French School Josué Hoffet High, 

Dear students, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Today, 2015 November 11th, we are gathered at the Residence de France, because 
the ceremony could not take place at the cemetery, to commemorate the 97th 
anniversary of the end of the First World War. 

For more than a year now, this major conflict has been the object of many 
commemorations in France, which will follow up during three years to come. We can 
only be satisfied with this interest, this rallying of conscientiousness on what this 
conflict really was, an all-out and deadly war which ruined Europe and harmed 
France’s lifeblood, youth and economy. 

Not a single French family was spared with mourning, the return of someone 
disabled or traumatized by the horror they had been through. This was only a respite 
since barely more than 20 years later, another war would bloody and transform the 
world. Our collective memory is still haunted by the recollection of these two dreadful 
wars.  

Nowadays, no survivor of this conflict can testify for the hardness of the fights during 
four years. The duty of remembrance brings us to wonder what allowed our soldiers, 
including those coming from the most remote places of what constituted then our 
colonial empire, to hold, to demonstrate unique courage and abnegation. They 
deserve our gratitude and admiration for their devotion, their tenacity, often until the 



ultimate sacrifice. They were able to stop the invader and finally defeat it, supported 
by a whole and mobilized Nation.  

Thus, almost 100,000 Indochinese participated in the first world conflict. Starting from 
1945, 4,600 workers reached the metropolis to work in aviation but most of the 
troupes arrived in 1916 to constitute 19 battalions of Indochinese infantrymen, adding 
to 9,000 nurses and 5,000 automobile drivers, a total of 43,000 persons. At the same 
time, almost 49,000 colonial workers from Tonkin, Annam, Cochinchina and 
Cambodia would be sent to France to work in factories and administration.  

The soldiers would be gathered on the “Chemin des Dames” in 1917, then in the 
Vosges mountainous area in 1918, but also on the East front starting from 1916. 

The end of this war was announced in 1918, November 11th, at 5:15 am. The 
German and Allies’ Generals signed the armistice at the clearing in Rethondes, in the 
Compiègne forest (North of Paris). At 11:11am, on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 
11th month of 1918, the truce was effective. Everywhere, the bugles and church bells 
rang out. Like never before, the whole Nation was united with fervor.  

But this great joy was mixed with a deep feeling of mourning and sadness. France 
mourned the slain and welcomed 4 millions of injured and disabled persons. 
1,400,000 soldiers died to the front. 300,000 civils succumbed. No one, no families, 
no villages, no cities were spared, as testified to by the war memorials in every town. 

Let us not forget! 

Since 2012, this day pays tributes to all the soldiers of First World War, the Second 
World War, the War of Indochina, the War of North Africa and our young soldiers 
from the missions currently serving abroad. The attendance of representatives of the 
veteran associations contribute to preserve the memory of our fallen brothers in arms 
and to make sure that the young generations understand the devotion and sacrifices 
of their elders, so that they would better understand as well the purpose of  defending 
our country in their turn, if they had to. 

More than ever, we should take inspiration from the courage, the defense mindset of 
our soldiers of World War I.  

Honor to the soldiers who died for the Homeland. 

Long live the people of France! 

 


