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Speech of His Excellence Mr Yves Carmona, Ambassador of France in Lao PDR 

On the occasion of the French National Day on July 14th 2015 

 

Excellency Doctor Eksavang VONGVICHIT, Minister of health 

Excellency Ms Sounthone SAYACHACK, Deputy-Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Distinguished Ministers and Deputy Ministers, 

Excellences Ambassadors, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, dear friends, 

I thank the students of the L3 bilingual class from “Lycée de Vientiane” for agreeing to sing 

once again this year our national anthems. It is the occasion to congratulate this high school 

which has just received the FrancEducation Label from the Agency for French Education 

Abroad (AEFE) which acknowledges the quality of the work of its teachers.  

The past year has seen several great progresses in our bilateral relation. You hear this in every 

national day speech, but I can assure you that it is particularly true for the French /Lao 

relation this year.y 

1/ The years 2012 and 2013 had been marked by two great events, the first presidential 

visits on both sides; but in 2015 they have fully payed off. Indeed the great success of the 

past months is the agreement finally reached to allow the extension of the French Lycée Josué 

Hoffet thanks to the concession of a 14 000m
2
 plot well located in Hadsayfong district.   

I thank again the Lao authorities, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to begin with, who have 

contributed to this great success and through them, H.E. President Choummaly Sayasone who 

agreed to solve some personal and difficult issues in a humanitarian spirit.  

I also give my regards to the parents of the French and Lao students, the members of the 

successive management committees who, by their seriousness and their dedication to the 

school have finally made this extension project a reality. As of 2017, the future building will 

allow to welcome on new premises a larger amount of pupils from all nationalities – spread 

the word around you - and I am happy to notice that out of 28 applicants to the 2015 

baccalaureate, French, Laotians but also Belgian, Swiss, Koreans, Egyptians and sorry if I 

forgot others, all of them have passed this exam and the majority with honours of the jury! 

Of course, we cannot have a presidential visit every year but other exchanges continued to 

fulfil our excellent relation.  

Thus, the visit in Paris of Deputy-Prime Minister, H.E. Somsavat Lengsavad in November 

2014, who was received by Foreign Affaires Minister Laurent Fabius and by the international 

MEDEF, with the objective of promoting Lao PDR’s  Specific Economic Zones to our the 

French private sector.  
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Here in Laos, in particular in the Khammuan province, we welcomed Ms Véronique Moreira, 

vice president of the Rhône-Alpes Region, who visited the country from February 22
nd

 to 27
th

 

2015, then Ms Elisabeth Ayrault, CEO of the Compagnie Nationale du Rhône, accompanied 

by the renowned writer and Academician Erik Orsenna, who presented the Great Rivers 

Initiative to which Laos will represent the Mekong River next October 13
th

-15
th

. 

Indeed, our relation joins the economic diplomacy and our common values embodied by great 

intellectuals like this passionate writer and the NGOs supported by our local authorities.  

Among the values that we support, tolerance and freedom of expression have been severely 

challenged in France last January and again recently; on each occasion, the support expressed 

by the Lao authorities and by a great number of colleagues present here tonight went straight 

to our hearts and I want to thank them again.  

On that background of friendly relations, the past year has allowed many good news and 

progresses in every field:  

2 Economic progresses to start with  

 In September 2014 the signature of an agreement between Bureau Veritas and the Lao 

customs for the implementation of a ”single window” at international borders for 

posting goods. As the implementation of the ASEAN Economic Community nears, 

this achievement will improve connectivity between Laos and its neighbours.   

 

 Aeronautics remain a key sector in our relation, with the delivery of two new ATR 72 

to the national Lao Airlines company in Spring and in Autumn 2014, and the 

upcoming signing of a cooperation agreement in civil aeronautics.   

 

 In the promising sector of hydroelectricity, the signature of a cooperation 

agreement in March 2015 between the Compagnie Nationale du Rhône and the 

Ministry of Energy and Mines has reinforced the French presence.  

 

 Finally, tourism keeps growing with 52,000 French visitors in 2014 and through the 

installation of ACCOR Group which is expanding its network in Luang Prabang.  

 

 

3. The reinforcement of our cooperation for ODA carried on to the highest level.  

 First, in the field of justice, the agreement concluded by our Presidents on November 

5
th

 2012 led to the opening in January 2015 of the National Judiciary Institute, a 

long-haul realization that will pave the way for in depth reforms of the governance 

that is called for by the modernization of Laos. 

Another important progress is the opening of an international law Master’s degree in 

September 2014 with Lyon III University.  
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 Heritage is a jewel of our cooperation and has been enhanced by the discovery in 

Champasak of a unique lintel from the Pre-Angkor period by the teams of the Far East 

French School (l’Ecole Française d’Extrême-Orient). Next December, the 20
th

 

anniversary of the UNESCO classification of Luang Prabang on the World Heritage 

list will be celebrated with our support.  

 

 Research remains a priority in our bilateral relations while spreading to new European 

and Asian partners with the 4
th

 Research Days for Development and the “Lao PDR at 

crossroads” economic conferences. 

 

 Paris climat 2015, a great event with a global scope, will also take place in France at 

the end of this year. 196 countries, including Laos of course, will participate and lead 

to a binding and hopefully widely approved agreement, thanks to the “agenda of 

solutions”. I am pleased that our colleagues residents in Laos have organized the 

“European climate change week” in Vientiane (June 2015).  

 

 

4. Finally, we must speak about the future through the training of the youth, a 

task that I have particularly tackled this year.  

At the time of a growing integration of Laos in its regional environment with the ASEAN 

Economic Community (AEC 2015) and the ASEAN’s presidency, the future well-being of 

its population leans on a better training. Laos has a great potential, especially in energy and 

tourism but also in specialized productions. In order for the people of this country to fully 

benefit from trend, these qualifications need to be reinforced.  

Therefore, thanks to the extension of Lycée Josué Hoffet, my authorities have accepted to 

give more funding to welcome worthy  Lao pupils with great potential, who are 

currently being selected.  

I will soon gather the alumni of the French network and, beyond them, everyone who wants to 

encourage the training of the youth shall participate to this effort.  

For now, more young Laotians will be sent in France for a professional high level training, 

thanks to three actions engaged in the past months.  

  1* The Programme “Bourses d’Avenir”: organized by Nam Theun Power 

Company, the French Institute in Laos and the Campus France Network in partnership with 

the Lao Ministry of Education. It will allow 7 youngsters to fly soon to France to study for 2 

years in Technologic University Institutes in Rhône-Alpes Region. I will gather them here in a 

few days to wish them all the best in this endeavour.  

2* Many youths of Lanith, the training school for tourism and hostel professions, 

are here tonight. We know their qualities and they deserve to complete their training with a 

high qualified practical experience, and France has a vocation for contributing to it! We will 

soon welcome one of them in our country, with the help of the good willing NGOs and the 
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generous support of Air Austral Company. Four of them could be involved very soon if 

Lanith was willing to perfect their French language skills.  

3* Fashion design, finally. A hope to be confirmed, the Lao Fashion Week is the 

only one completely organized by Laotians and could lead to welcoming in France a Lao 

young designer.  

Our effort to reinforce the expertise of Laotians shows that everyone who is willing to 

cooperate with us is welcome: administrations of course, companies, NGOs. 

The NGOs, let me stress it again, are an essential pillar of our support for development. I hope 

they fully recover after the shock of the disappearing of one of their respected leaders in 2012. 

I wish the Lao authorities will thoroughly bring their investigation to the end and bring the 

culprits to justice.  

 

I now have to thank our contributors without whom this National celebration would not be 

such a success: particularly Lao Airlines and Cit Lao, but also Thalès, Bureau Veritas, 

Compagnie Nationale du Rhône, ACE Consultancy, LAECO, Cominasia, NTPC, Schneider 

Electric, Essilor, Sinouk Café, Stéphanie, Vansana Hotel group, Lao world, GREE Air 

Conditioner, Beerlao, BFL, Allianz General Laos, AVIS, Agroforex, Beeline. 

 

And also the chefs: Pierre Viala, Tinay Inthavong, Jean Marie Stainmesse, Jean Yves 

Guiomar & Benoit Legodivès and Arnaud Poiré. 

 

Not to forget the kitchen of the residence and my wife Rika who has developed her talent as a 

pastry chef. 

 

Finally, as you know, my mission in this country will come to an end at the end of September.  

Rika and I have spent three wonderful years and will keep fond memories of our stay in Laos. 

 

 

To the good health of our Presidents and our two people! 

 


