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HYDROLOGIE MÉKONG 

SIGNATURE CEREMONY 

18/12/2015 

 

Dear M. TRUONG, Officer in charge of the Mekong River Commission 

Excellency Mrs LEDOUX, French Ambassadress in Lao PDR, 

Dear colleagues from MRC and Development Partners, 

Colleagues from French Embassy and AFD 

Dear guests attending this signing ceremony 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is an honor and a pleasure being here in Vientiane to sign this grant agreement 

on behalf of the French Agency for Development (AFD) in support to the Mekong 

River Commission.  

This new grant has been designed as a follow-up and the scaling up of the so-

called Mekong Hycos project, itself a component of a long lasting French support to 

MRC including technical assistance provided for some years by the French Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs and project funds from AFD. Under this previous project a network 

of hydrometorological stations has been built and then transferred to the national 

authorities who are now in charge of their operation and maintenance. This project, 

Mekong Hycos, was somehow in advance on the process of MRC secretariat reform 

where the secretariat will focus on its core functions, leaving the member countries 

handling what could be and is better managed at a national level. 

Dear Colleagues 

Hydrological data is clearly a basic need to ensure that MRC and its member 

countries could address efficiently their water resources management. Without data, 

and long term series of data, no one could objectively document the existing water 

resources and their associated risks neither assess the impacts of any infrastructure 
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or locally based investment, neither size optimally any water infrastructure. 

Hydrological data are undoubtedly a key requirement for MRC to fulfill its mission. 

When collecting data is better done at the national level, sharing this data at the 

regional level is a way to consolidate the quality and accuracy of the data collected 

and to increase their significance and usefulness when using appropriate methods of 

regional hydrology. In that respect, the platform settled by MRC for a constant and 

transparent dialogue among partners from neighboring countries is designed to ease 

the task of decision makers within members countries. 

French expertise in this domain is well known and no-doubt that it will benefit to 

such a project.  

Ladies and Gentlemen 

This ceremony happens in a very relevant timing just after the successful closure 

of the COP 21 in Paris a few days ago. Assessing the impact of climate change could 

only be done with relevant data and methods that this project will continue to 

develop. Water has been acknowledged as a key sector to be addressed under this 

COP21 framework and working at a regional level for a river such as the Mekong is 

complementary to what can, and should be done at the national level. Sharing the 

same methods improve the basis for a more political dialogue among stakeholders. 

MRC is a key institution to contribute to this and deserves to be supported to play 

that role on the long term. 

I wish MRC all the success in its effort to fulfill its mission with the support of 

numerous donors, France, through AFD, being part of them. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 


