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Speech by HE Claudine LEDOUX 

Ambassador to Lao PDR 

Reception of the wishes for the year 2018 

Residence of France, January 15, 2018 

 

It is a great pleasure to meet you tonight for this 

traditional ceremony of the « galette des rois ». This is 

an opportunity to present you my best wishes for the 

year 2018 and to return quickly to the past year. 

 

The year 2017 has confirmed the tremendous economic 

growth with nearly 7% growth, which has worked Laos 

for several years. Laos is in the top 10 economies in 

2017. The last round table held in Pakse clearly 

identified the stakes of a pursuit on the road to growth: 

the need for diversification of the economy. importance 

of more inclusive growth, improvement of the business 

environment in particular. 

 

This round table, a forum for dialogue between the 

Laotian government and its various partners, one 

summer I believe unanimously appreciated by the 

community of donors. 
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In this constructive framework, France intends to play 

its full role. As a member state of the EU but also 

bilaterally in relation to the historical relations and 

friendship that bind our two countries. 

 

France is continuing its cooperation in various ways and 

in several fields such as agriculture, rural development, 

the environment, health, education and culture. 

 

French, a language shared between France and Laos, 

continues to be at the heart of the daily relationship. 

Thus, cooperation will continue on bilingual classes 

(sending all pedagogical assistants to internships in 

France in 2017, 2018 activities for students, 

scholarships and training for teachers will be 

organized), strengthening the French-speaking streams 

of teachers ), and support for university cooperation and 

student mobility (scholarships). 

 

In parallel, in the first half of 2018, former students of 

the digital platform in France. IFL / Campus France will 

facilitate this network to facilitate professional 

integration (workshops, round tables, etc.), to share 

professional experiences and new graduates and of 



3 
 

course to share festive moments. At the French Institute 

of Laos in particular, place of meetings and exchanges, 

bridge between France and Laos. 

 

In terms of commercial relations, beyond the existing 

players (EDF, NTPC, AGL, Essilor, BFL-BRED ...), 

more and more French companies are prospecting and 

investing in Laos in different sectors. This movement, 

which I strongly encourage, can only be facilitated by 

the measures taken by Laos to improve the business 

climate. 

 

I also welcome the growing number of Laotian nationals 

specializing in France and thereby strengthening the ties 

between our two countries. The number of visas issued 

by this embassy has been increased by 20% in 2017. As 

announced by the French Prime Minister in June 2017, 

the embassy now issues visas to stay in Schengen in 48 

hours from the date of deposit. '' a complete favorable 

file. In addition, the launch in March 2018 in Laos of 

the platform "France-visas" to applicants to prepare 

their file online and to follow the evolution of their 

application. 
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Finally I would not finish without knowing the year of 

tourism in Laos that took place last October. A well-

done slogan avoids big speeches. So I will only say that 

Laos is beautiful, simply, wishing that it is beautiful 

what is see increasing the number of visitors in 2018. 

 

Dear friends, I wish you and your loved ones all the 

happiness of the world, good health, professional 

success and personal fulfillment. 

 

May this year 2018 be rich in exchanges and 

collaborations between our countries and our 

institutions. 

Excellent cakes prepared by French pastry chefs await 

us, I also wish you a good appetite. 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

  


