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Aurélie Chun joined the SCAC as chargée de mission  at the Health Office at the  
French Embassy. Marion Coste replaced Helène Le Corre at the Economic Section. 
Sophie Lalanne-Magne replaced Amandine Guillemois at Campus France Laos. Joris 
Boutin replaced Alice Bonnet at the Press Section. Grégoire Pelletreau joined Consular 
Affairs. Jean-Philippe Challier joined the stewardship of the French Residency. Morgane 
Cournarie replaced Paul Belchi as chargé de projet agriculture et développement rural 
for the AFD.

French Embassy
Emergency only 

Police Rescue 
Vientiane Police
Fire Station    

French medical office
Emergency only

Mahosot Hospital
Friendship hospital (emergency)
Ambulances Center of Vientiane

Thaï Hospitals
- Wattana Nong Khai
 International : M. Paul
 Contact in Laos : M. Assanai
- Wattana Udon Thani
- AEK Clinic (Udon) 

Alarm Center in Bangkok
Immigration service at the Friendship Bridge

Local Section ADFE: 
Local Section UFE: 

An association for French-speaking people in Laos, we organize various activities 
for children and adults, such as drawing, music, football, aquagym, swimming, 

archery, tai qi, lacquer, mah-jong, theater, etc.

Our watchword is friendliness!
For the program of our activities and taking part in meetings and cultural events 

organized by our association, please contact us:
vientianeaccueil@yahoo.fr

Chair:  Mrs. Cathy Barret

Handy phone numbers and other information are available at any time on 
the website of the French Embassy in Laos :  www.ambafrance-laos.org
The regularly updated section «Service aux Francais» contains a weath of 
information on consular procedures, as well as advice on health and safety.

(+856) 021 26 74 00
(+856) 020 555 14 751

241162/241163 / 241164/212703 
(+856) 021 21 27 06

241162/241163 / 241164/212703 

(+856) 021 21 41 50
(+856) 020 56 55 47 94 

(+856) 021 21 40 18/19
(+856) 021 41 33 00

195 ou (+856)  021 26 11

(+66) 42 46 52 01
(+66) 8 18 33 42 62

(+856) 021 24 00 97
(+66) 42 24 19 56 
(+66) 42 34 25 55 
(+66) 22 56 71 46

(+856) 021 81 20 40
(+856) 021 81 20 37

adfe.fdm.laos@gmail.com
ufelaos@gmail.com

LA FRANCE AU LAOS

General Information

Departures and arrivals

Useful numbers



12

3

Dear compatriots, Dear friends,

The year 2015-2016, the first in my new functions as French 
Ambassador in Laos, was particularly rich. 

On the one hand, Laos has made a successful commitment 
to the climate as part of COP21. It was one of the first 
countries to submit its national contribution at the end of 
the summer. It then actively participated in the negotiations 
in December 2015 in France before signing the Paris 
agreement in New York in April 2016. 

On the other hand, Laos currently holds the presidency of 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and 
thus draws international attention. There is no doubt that the 
Laotian authorities make every effort to ensure the success 
of this presidency to advance regional integration and 
promote sustainable development in the region.

The action of France is fully in line with the dynamics of 
sustainable development, as evidenced by the special 
feature of this issue devoted to the environment. France 
will thus continue to remain by the side of Laos to support 
its development by providing expertise in our fields of 
predilection such as research, agriculture and education.

This issue no. 37 of La France au Laos is also an opportunity 
to take stock of the cooperation between our two states over 
the year 2015-2016. Franco-Laotian cooperation covers 
several areas, including agriculture, protection of national 
heritage - the work of France in Luang Prabang and Wat 
Phu was hailed by UNESCO - support for civil society and 
justice.

Our extensive and strong cooperation network is based 
on key players that have been involved in sustainable 
projects for many years. For the year 2015-2016, the French 
Development Agency (AFD) has, for example, supported 
the development of 250 villages and brought together some 
1,800 families in the Bolaven Plateau Coffee Producers 
Cooperative. The six research institutes present have also 
continued their work in partnership with the Laotian health 
authorities. 

The school system has also seen its place reinforced thanks 
to the extension of French High School, Josué Hoffet, and to 
Vientiane High School obtaining the «FrancEducation» label 
awarded by the AEFE. Education and support for French-
speaking countries thus remain priorities of the action of 
France in Laos as evidenced by the 50 scholarship holders 
we fund.

Before wishing you an enjoyable read, I would like to thank 
the partners of this review who have once again put their 
trust in us and enable this review to exist.

Claudine Ledoux
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Claudine Ledoux, the 
first woman to hold 
the post of French 
Ambassador in Laos, 
was surrounded by 
ministers, resear-
chers, doctors, en-
trepreneurs, diplo-
mats, NGO directors 
and international 
organizations, wo-
men who engage in human rights groups, journalists, 
women scientists, women of action and women in the 
field, who all contribute to the development of Laos 

and good relations with 
France. This meeting 
was held to give a voice 
to women in Vientiane 
and inspire a new gene-
ration by the stories of 
their exemplary careers. 
Their valuable testimo-
nies were encouraged 
by the Embassy through 
this exchange with the 

new generation of Lao women represented by stu-
dents of French High School Josué Hoffet and young 
Laotians from Vientiane High School.

To mark the International Day of Women’s Rights, on March 9, 2016, the French Embassy held a reception on the 
topic of «Career women: encounters and testimonies». In 1977, the United Nations formalized the International 
Day of Women’s Rights on March 8. Since then, the International Day of Women’s Rights has been an opportunity 
to discuss, share and reflect on the appropriate solutions to solve the difficult issue of gender inequality.

International Day 

of Women’s 
Rights
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Faced with the constant increase in the number of 
students enrolled at French High School Josué Hoffet, 
the Management Committee decided to carry out an 
extension of the premises. Over these past 10 years, 
enrollment has increased by 6%, bringing the number 
of students received by the school to 600 enrolled for 
a capacity of 400.

To address the lack of space and to improve the 
offer proposed by the school, the extension project 
provides for sports facilities including a football field, 
a covered multi-sports field and a gym as well as 
cultural infrastructures including an amphitheater.

While international schools have proliferated in recent 
years in Vientiane, the French High School has 
fully proved its international role, in particular by its 
language coverage. At kindergarten, Laotian is taught 
in the first year of nursery school, English in the last 
year of nursery school, while in junior high, Chinese 
or Spanish are available from the 8th grade. Finally, the 
school plans to open an elective European class next 
September from the 8th grade.

This international vocation can also be seen by the 
possibility for students to continue their studies abroad 
after obtaining their French baccalaureate. A third 
of the students thus continue their studies abroad, 
notably in the United States and Singapore.

The extension of the French School, built on a plot of 
over 14,000 m2, will receive only high school students 
and will be located in the village of Hadxaykhao in 
the Hadxayfong district. Eventually, the French High 
School Josué Hoffet will accommodate 850 students 
spread over two sites. The current high school will 
receive 430 students in elementary school while the 
extension to the new site will receive 420 high school 
students. 

The extension project design phase now being 
complete, the site preparation phase should be 
completed shortly. The DG firm in charge of project 
design and execution of works foresees opening the 
new buildings for September 2017.

Extension Project
of French High School 

Josué Hoffet

Graphism: Design  Group, Architecture Dimension Nature
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Didier Sicard, born in 1938, is a French doctor, former president of the National Consultative Ethics Committee 
from 1999 to 2008 who worked at the Institut Pasteur in Laos. He is professor of medicine at Paris Descartes 
University and was formerly head of internal medicine at Cochin Hospital in Paris. Specialized in medical ethics 
issues, Didier Sicard presented President François Hollande with a report on the «End-of-Life» in December 
2012. Throughout his career he has worked to reduce the gap between ethics and practice, an exercise in which 
he participated here in Laos during a symposium on «the Ethics of Research for Development».

Interview with

Didier Sicard 
Member of the Board of Directors of the Institut Pasteur in Laos

What were the challenges of this symposium on 
ethics in Laos?

D.S. In this region of the world, ethical issues seem 
foreign to the local culture, not that behaviors are less 
ethical than in the West, but just thinking about it seems 
imported. There is first the feeling of confrontation 
between research from the South and concepts from 
the North.

To organize such a conference one has to overcome 
the feeling of an imported thought process. Thanks to 
the strong involvement of Laotians, we avoided the 
pitfall of creating a feeling of a symposium that was 
«parachuted» into Laos. Those who attended made a 
giant step forward in the thought process. They were 
not supposed to import Western values but to invent 
and build their own ethics. Because ethics is not a right, 
it is an intention, it is questioning your profession in 
relation to the patient one is treating. It’s a relationship 
with the other person.

What principles should guide research in 
developing countries?

D.S. In developing countries, research must first enrich 
the knowledge of new, unknown viruses, because what 
we do not know is more important than what we know. 
Research must be primarily focused on public health.

Research needs to be able to provide preventive 
measures, concrete measures to protect children, 
for example in rubber and coffee plantations. This is 
why I think that environmental medicine, knowledge of 
the environment is even more important here than in 
France. 

Research conducted locally may be more effective 
here than in the North because it has more practical 
implications and is on a larger scale.

More than 230 people registered, demonstrating the interest of the 
academic community in the topic discussed and the current importance 
of new economic, political and cultural challenges in which Laos is 
involved by joining ASEAN.

The conference, whose new program consisted of two days of the 
symposium itself and one day of training, presented the main aspects 
of ethics in research for international and regional development of the 
Mekong region (Laos, Vietnam and Southern China). This meeting was 
intended to question the links between ethics and research in the fields 
of health, the environment, agriculture and social sciences.

An international symposium on «Ethics in Research for 
Development», jointly organized by the Ethics Committee of the 
University of Health Sciences in Vientiane and the Consultative 
Committee of Ethics (CCDE) of the Institute of Research for 
Development (IRD), was held in Vientiane from October 26 to 27, 
2015. This was the first conference on ethics in research in Laos.

Symposium 

  on Ethics in Research



1995-2016: UNESCO and Luang Prabang 

In 1995, the French Development Agency (AFD) 
was one of the main French operators in restoration 
work. Twenty years later, its action continues in 
Luang Prabang through a «Planning and Urban 
Development of Luang Prabang (PADUL II)» project, 
funded to the tune of 2 million euros. This project 
ensures the development of the city (restorations, 
urban development) and training of specialists of the 
town’s Department of national heritage.
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From December 7 to 9, 2015, the town of Luang Prabang celebrated its 20th anniversary of being 
classified as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. France, which has greatly contributed to the preservation 
and enhancement of the town’s national heritage, was represented by the French Ambassador in Laos, 
Claudine Ledoux, who welcomed the President of the France-Laos friendship group of the Senate, and 
a delegation of senators. The mayor of Chinon, a town twinned with Luang Prabang, was also present 
and took advantage of the visit to sign a new cooperation agreement with Luang Prabang province.

France held place of honor at this 20th anniversary 
of Luang Prabang being classified as a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, during three days of 
conferences and celebrations. The first two 
days were devoted to an international seminar 
presenting the results of 20 years of safeguarding 
and developing the unique national heritage of the 
ancient royal capital. Representatives from local 
and national authorities in charge of managing 
the UNESCO site as well as other listed sites of 
Wat Phu, Angkor (Cambodia), Hue (Vietnam) and 
Lijiang (China), discussed the national heritage 
preservation strategies conducted in Luang 
Prabang in the South East Asia region.

The exceptional safeguarding work done since 
1995 has convinced everyone of the importance of 
preserving national heritage, developing it for the 
growth of the country’s tourism and the promotion 
of Laotian cultural identity. Between 1995 and 
2010, tourist flows were increased tenfold, reaching 
530,000 tourists in 2014, making Luang Prabang 
the primary tourist destination of the country in 
terms of visitors and revenue.

The national heritage policy in Luang Prabang is 
now at a crossroads. While the rehabilitation is 
almost complete, the tension between economic 
development and national heritage protection 
emerges as the main challenge for the next decade. 
France is standing alongside Laos to continue to 
maintain this delicate balance by participating in 
the strengthening of its tools of governance and 
regulation.

The Elephant
Caravan

In October 2015, a group of 12 elephants left Sayaboury 
province for a 630 km walk to the town of Luang 
Prabang. On the way the caravan stopped every day in 
the villages it crossed through to present performances 
and educational activities to the public about elephants. 
In Luang Prabang, 8 other elephants joined the caravan 
- including a white elephant, symbol of royalty - for a 
unique procession in the town classified as a world 
heritage site.

20thanniversary of Luang Prabang  

being listed at UNESCO

Parade in the streets of Luang Prabang

Elephant Caravan - Photo: Patrice Terraz



Development Research Days

The 5th edition of the Development Research 
Days devoted to climate change this year 
in view of the COP21, was held on October 
22 and 23, 2015 at the French Institute of 
Laos in Vientiane. This scientific symposium, 
jointly organized by the French Embassy 
and the French Institute, in partnership with 
CIRAD and the Ministry of Natural Resources 
and the Environment, was aimed at feeding 
discussions on the development of Laos and 
the region.

This event was part of a series of events, such as 
the «European Week against Climate Change» in 
Vientiane (June 2015) and the Comic Strip Festival 
for the Environment (see below), aimed at raising 
public awareness, particularly young people, to 
climate issues in preparation for COP21 which 
was held in Paris in December.

The consequences of climate change (rising 
temperatures, increased volume of rainfall and 
reduction in the length of the rainy season, many 
more droughts, outbreaks of locusts, growth of 
emerging diseases, etc.) have an impact on the 
livelihoods, food safety, water resources and 
health of a growing proportion of the Laotian 
population. Laos has recognized the need to take 
emergency measures to cope with the changes, 
especially in the agricultural and forestry sector. 
Climate resilience and food safety are now the 
government’s priorities.

Aimed at supporting 
the Laotians efforts 
in the fight against 
climate change, the 
Development Research 
Days attracted a 
hundred participants and 
were organized based 
on three key highlights. 
The screening of the 
documentary «Sand 
Wars, An Investigation 
Documentary» by Denis 
Delestrac opened these 
Days by powerfully 
questioning the public 
invited to participate in a 

debate led by Eric Glover, 
science journalist who formerly worked for the magazine 
Courrier International. 

The heart of these Days was then built around a 
morning of presentations where speakers from French 
research institutes (CIRAD and IRD) and European and 
UN development programs (REDD-FLEGT) presented 
initiatives on climate change in Laos while the afternoon 
was devoted to a panel discussion between researchers 
and Laotian public players on the national response of 
Laos to climate issues. This panel enabled discussing 
the Laotian contribution for COP21 presented in French 
by the Laotian Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environment.

LA FRANCE AU LAOS
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ARTE France, Rappi Productions, 
La Compagnie des Taxi-Brousse
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The 3rd edition of the Comic Strip Festival for 
the Environment was held in Vientiane from 
October 5 to 10, 2015. This edition, jointly 
organized by the French Embassy, the German 
Embassy, the French Institute in Laos, GIZ (the 
German cooperation agency) and DVV and the 
German Institute for International Cooperation 
for Adult Education put the spotlight on graphic 
designers and cartoonists Reinhard Kleist and 
Gaston.

Following the topic of deforestation discussed at 
the previous edition, the topic of preserving the 
Mekong region and its rivers and streams was 
chosen this year. The competitions, workshops, 
conferences, exhibitions, film screenings and the 
book fair held during the festival all dealt with 
the issue of sustainable water management. The 
cartoon competition «Protect water, protect our 
rivers» received 132 entries in three categories: 
adults, teenagers and children. 

The graphic design and writing workshops 
conducted by Reinhard Kleist and Gaston allowed 
students from several schools in Vientiane to 
discover and learn about the art of the comic strip. 
Organized in schools and at the French Institute, 
these workshops reached a large audience, with 
more than 350 students in 6 different schools.

A meeting with Laotian professionals in drawing and 
drawing for animation was held in the auditorium of 
the French Institute. Laotian animation filmmakers 
were able to present their work to Reinhard Kleist 
and Gaston as well as to students of the Institute of 
Fine Arts and discuss the techniques used. 

In the evening, lectures and documentary 
screenings enriched the debates on the topic of 
water. The two graphic designers and cartoonists 
also presented their artistic careers and work to the 
public. An exhibition of press cartoons «Cartoons 
for freedom», produced by the French Institute 
in partnership with the Courrier international 
newspaper, was presented as part of the festival. 

For the last day of the festival, a book fair in the 
garden of the French Institute brought together 
the stands of publishers, booksellers, designers 
and visual artists. The public took the opportunity 
to discuss this further with the guests of honor of 
the festival before attending the competition award 
ceremony. A shadow theater show of the Khao Niao 
troupe followed by a live drawing performance by 
Reinhard Kleist during a concert run by a local rock 
band closed the festival in a friendly atmosphere.

Extracts of winners’ comics

Extracts of winners’ comics
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France presided over the 21st 
session of the Conference of 
the Parties to the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 

in Paris from November 30 to December 11, 2015. 
The heads of states who met for the first time in 
Copenhagen (2009) succeeded in reaching an 
agreement on the need for a joint effort in the fight 
against climate change, culminating in the signing 
of the Paris Agreement. This agreement, which 
sets the objective of global warming being limited 
to 1.5° C by the end of the century, was welcomed 
by the President of COP21, Laurent Fabius, as 
«historic».

While Laos’ contribution to emissions of greenhouse 
gases is minimal, the country is not, however, 
spared from the adverse effects of climate change. 
The increase in climate risks such as droughts and 
natural disasters make climate resilience and food 
safety priorities for the Laotian government. Laos, 
one of the first countries to have published its national 
contribution to the COP21, has voluntarily committed 
to the path of sustainable development alongside its 
international partners to reduce the environmental 
footprint of its development process.

Laos and its international partners are thus 
implementing ambitious programs, in particular in 
the agricultural sector. The Laotian government and 
the UNDP run the IRAS project on the resilience 
of smallholder agriculture to climate change. 
A partnership with the Center for International 
Cooperation in Agricultural Research for Development 
(CIRAD) conducts research on the adoption of 
climate smart agricultural systems (EFICAS project). 
The United Nations and the European Union also 
participate in the sustainable development of the 
country through specific mechanisms (REDD+ and 
FLEGT) coordinating their activities to improve the 
management of the Laotian forests. 

Six months before COP21, the Member States of the 
European Union present in Laos organized a week 
against climate change in Vientiane. In October, 
the 5th edition of the Development Research Days 
was dedicated to the topic of climate change (see 
p. 8). These initiatives, supported by the Laotian 
authorities, testify to the involvement of the Laotian 
public authorities in the fight against global warming.

LA FRANCE AU LAOS

How is the implementation of the Paris agreement 
being organized and what are the next steps, in 
particular in Laos?

First of all, a few months before its conclusion, the 
agreement was not easy because there were very 
strong competing interests between the countries of the 
North, who are concerned about limiting emissions of 
greenhouse gases, and the South, who are concerned 
about receiving the specific aid planned for limiting their 
emissions and combating the consequences of global 
warming.

The Paris agreement must be ratified by at least 55 States 
representing at a minimum 55% of global emissions 
so that it can begin to be implemented. It is necessary 
for signatory countries to turn the proposals they have 
submitted into obligations. In this agreement, which I 
think is the most important in terms of consequences, 
is the fact that there was unanimity on the principle of a 
revision of national contributions (INDC) every 5 years 
from 2020, because the addition of current commitments 
leads to global warming of about 3 degrees, well above 
the 1.5 degrees mentioned. 

For a country like Laos, which does not emit very much at 
present, the most important element of its contribution is 
its commitment to reforestation of the country to the tune 
of 70%. There has been fairly significant deforestation for 
urbanization and agricultural purposes, and unfortunately 
logging that is not necessarily under the control of the 
authorities. Reforestation is an area where there is not 
yet much international aid. This could be an area of 
cooperation proposed by a country like France which 
has forestry departments such as the French National 
Forestry Office with experts in tropical countries. 

To conclude, the States have made commitments and 
should revise them in a positive way. Now the politically 
decisive point is to convince public opinion of the 
importance of the decisions of COP21. Citizens should 
not be afraid of the future: a world where we no longer 
use carbon will bring new jobs and better ways of living.

COP 21
and LAOS

Gérard Fuchs
Testimonial:

Director of the international center of the Jean Jaurès 
Foundation, an organization that participated in COP21.
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More than two decades have already been devoted 
to bringing Laos’s natural resources to the aromatic 
and pharmaceutical industries. Benzoin and Aquilaria 
are two examples. Resources that are well worth such 
efforts, resources that belong to the national heritage 
of the plant biodiversity of Laos and its history. Some 
former Western writings testify to this. 

In what Dutchman Van Wusthof brought back from his 
trip to Laos in 1644, it was the place given by the King 
of Laos at the time to gum benzoin in the gifts offered 
to important foreign visitors, a place in which gold, 
rhino horn, shellac also figured. We know that he made 
good use of the benzoin later by what he did with it, 
for example, Botot, pharmacist to King Louis XV, made 
a mouthwash - Eau de Botot - that is still available in 
drugstores today! We also know about Mademoiselle 
Chanel No. 1, or more recently, Infusion d’Iris by Prada 
or INOTYOL OINTMENT and HOMEOPLASMINE 
CREAM for minor wounds for both adults and children. 

While the traditional production system of mountain 
populations has enabled, thus far, preserving benzoin 
resources in association with rainfed mountain rice 
fallows, the Agroforex Company focused at first (1992-
98) on state trading disengagement in parallel with 
an improvement in populating with Styrax benzoin, 
in particular in the provinces of Phongsaly and 
Houaphanh and, secondly, undertook to make benzoin 
from Laos in conformity with regulatory requirements 
governing the various fields of use of this resource, 
otherwise it would no longer be possible to use it. 
Along with the acceleration of trade liberalization, the 
regulatory environment was defined,becoming ever 
more demanding. 

It took over a decade to register Siam Benzoin as a 
food additive in the Codex General Standard for Food 
Additives. And three years to revise the monograph of 
the European Pharmacopoeia for Benzoe tonkinensis 
by its «academic» name or benzoin from Laos in 
French and, paradoxically, Siam Benzoin in the English 
version! Upstream the mountain populations preserved 
the resource. Downstream the Agroforex Company 
helped to maintain its uses by these examples of its 
efforts. 

In his «Histoire générale des drogues» (General 
History of Drugs), Pierre Pomet (1658-1699) reports 
having learned «from people from the party of Siam 

Ambassadors visiting King Louis XIV that real Aloes 
wood trees grow in Cochinchina, in the Kingdom of 
Laos and in China. A ewer made of Aloes wood was 
given as a gift to the King of France at that time, a far 
more esteemed gift than if it had been made of solid 
gold». 

In 1993 the Agroforex Company authorized conducting 
distillation tests, which gradually aroused the interest 
of the Western perfumery industry since we had control 
of the regulatory (CITES) and chemical (phthalates) 
requirements. Upon our request and based on the 
botanical material provided, the main Lao taxon 
(Aquilaria crassna) was reconfirmed a few years ago 
by the MNHN. We were then authorized to buy a 
native specimen of this very old tree species with its 
ground coverage to satisfy a conservation objective ad 
infinitum and in situ, in order to show the origin of the 
resource and to produce seeds. 

In parallel with the selection of seeds for nurseries, 
local contractual distillation agreements, analytical 
monitoring of the essential oil is ensured with 
the contractual assistance of a French university 
laboratory. A set of points that meets both Western 
industrial requirements and our objective of sustainable 
development of this second emblematic resource from 
Laos. A resource for which our wording «Essential oil of 
Aquilaria Palao» is gradually setting a trend. 

Lacking in modernity and without immediate use in 
local consumption trends, these resources, despite a 
number of comparative advantages, risk being exposed 
to a lack of medium-term appeal from local producers 
and entrepreneurs. 

Our company pays a lot of attention to the various 
developments of these resources to ensure both 
their conservation and their development in complex 
environments (definitely biological, but also economic, 
human, urban, etc.). This is a necessary financial 
commitment over the long term for resources for 
which Laos is the custodian, resources conserved by 
the mountain populations without them seeming so, 
resources full of history, culture and mystery, also 
seen as emblematic by the Western aromatic and 
pharmaceutical industries.

By Francis Chagnaud,
Founder and Director of Agroforex
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AGROFOREX: long-term development
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The 2nd edition of Lao Fashion Week was held from 
September 7 to 11, 2015 in Vientiane. In partnership 
with the French Embassy in Laos, the launch party 
was held at the Résidence de France for a reception 
attended by Mrs Pany Saignavongs, CEO of Society 
Corporation and organizer of Laos Fashion Week, Mr 
Somsanouk Mixay, Vice President of the Association of 
journalists and French Ambassador, Mr. Yves Carmona.

This 2nd edition of Lao Fashion Week confirms the 
success of the first one which was also held at the 
Résidence de France on March 30, 2014. Both editions 
have enjoyed considerable popularity. Designers of 
the region, from Thailand as well as the Philippines, 
were received at this event in Vientiane, reflecting 
the dynamism of the fashion world in the region, in 
Laos and the potential of young Laotian designers.

Young Lao designers were honored in 2015. Notably 
through the competition of young designers enabling young 
people to gain high-level training in the field of fashion, a 
field with a bright future in Laos. In April, the Lao Fashion 
Week team organized a fashion show at Settha Palace 
in partnership with the French Embassy in Laos and the 
Bank Franco-Lao.  Mrs Pany Saignavongs, director of 
Fashion Week, took the opportunity to announce the next 
edition, which will be held on September 12-16, 2016.

Portrait 
Siamphanh Chanthavichit, "Billy"

1st prize for young designers 2015

Siamphanh Chanthavichit, known 
as «Billy», was going to finish 
high school when he won the 
1st prize for young designers in 
2015 during Fashion Week in 
September. This competition, 
open to all young Lao designers 
and creators, enables the 1st prize 
winner designated by the jury to 
receive a six-month scholarship 
to train within the prestigious 
ESMOD fashion school in Paris.

Billy’s parents have always supported him. Born into 
a family of merchants in Savannakhet province, Billy 
showed a particular interest in fashion at an early age, 
even though the country has no educational structure 
that enables young people to access jobs in the fashion 
industry. Self-taught, Billy never had the opportunity to 
study design, fashion or drawing in Laos. His natural talent 
was nurtured by the rich Laotian culture and ethnic groups 
before being revealed to members of the competition 
jury. Thanks to this competition, Billy is currently 
receiving a six-month training course, which began in 
February 2016 at the ESMOD fashion school in Paris.

Lao Fashion Week
12 - 16 September 2016 
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Highlights of 
the French Institute in Laos

The first half of 2016 has been eventful for the French Institute in Laos (IFL). An important place was given to 
music, in the first instance, with International Jazz Day in which the Peemaï Jazz Band performed in Pub79 on 
April 30. Raphael then took to the stage at the Lao-Japan Budo Center on May 21 for a French chanson night. 
The IFL gardens then hosted World Music Day on June 17 in a festive atmosphere. Theater and dance were not 
overlooked with A Midmonsoon Night’s Dream, a new creation by Thiane Khamvongsa scheduled on May 11 to 
14 and which was so successful that the show was performed again on June 27 to 29. The IFL also continued its 
cinema programming with many film screenings between January and July.
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Mid Monsoon 
Night’s Dream

Raphael

Music DayPeemaï Jazz Band
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The charm of
traditional Lao hospitality
on the bank of the Nam Song

WORLD
LUXURY
RESTAURANT
AWARDS
WINNER
2016

Francophonie month
March 2016

1st Francophonie Games in Laos

March was an opportunity to celebrate the French language and 
French language cultures throughout Laos. Many sports and cultural 
activities were organized with all the agents of the French speaking 
cooperation network, partner embassies of French speaking countries, 
the Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie, the Laotian Ministry of 
Education and Sports, the French High School Josué-Hoffet and the 
bilingual classes of the country.

Francophonie in Laos is based on an extensive educational system 
with bilingual classes and classes of French as a second language. 
Bilingual classes, spread over four sites (Pakse, Savannakhet, Luang 
Prabang and Vientiane) provide instruction in French and Lao to 3,000 
students. Offering quality French courses, Vientiane High School 
also received the «FrancEducation» label which recognizes the best 
foreign schools for the quality of their education in French.

For the 1st Francophonie Games in Laos, nearly 300 athletes from 
the French speaking departments of partner ministries, the National 
University of Laos, the University of Health Sciences, the French High 
School, Vientiane High School, the Francophone Institute of Tropical 
Medicine and the Vientiane Rescue Association competed for the 
podium in three sports: football, volleyball and petanque. Laos has 
thus initiated the spirit of the Francophonie Games 2017, which it will 
participate in for the first time in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire in July 2017.

Photos: Jérôme Carujo




