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Dear compatriots, Dear friends,

France in Laos offers you a special issue on the decentralized 
cooperation between France’s Rhône-Alpes Region and Laos’ 
Khammouane Province.
Over the past decades, France has understood that cooperation, 
development and solidarity could not be fully expressed or be fully 
effective if they solely stemmed from central authorities. What 
better than a region to cooperate with a province, which is also 
rooted in a territory and confronted with similar challenges (health, 
agriculture, development, tourism and culture)? This decentralized 
cooperation is not the only one between France and Laos but it is 
the most active, the broadest in terms of areas of cooperation, and 
the most significant in budgetary terms.

In February, I had the pleasure of accompanying Véronique 
Moreira, Vice-President of the Rhône-Alpes Regional Council, on 
an intensive and useful field trip in Khammouane Province. This visit 
was the opportunity to renew the cooperation agreement between 
the French region and the Lao province for the 2014-2017 period 
and to redefine the priority sectors of this cooperation: institutional 
support to provincial authorities, health, rural development, 
occupational training, cultural exchange and mobility, the French 
language, promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of 
women. The visit provided the opportunity to have a closer look at 
the actions of NGOs, which are the best expression of solidarity 
and experience-sharing for local development. Their work shows 
that central government and local authorities cannot do everything, 
especially in a country in which numerous villages suffer from 
isolation.

In addition to this decentralized cooperation, France supports other 
actions in favor of Khammouane Province, the most visible of which 
is the Institut Français du Laos, which offers French courses to 
professionals working in the hospital, high school and tourist office 
of Thakhek. Moreover, Khammouane is one of the five provinces 
targeted by the «Bourses d’avenir» scholarship program. In 2017, 
it will welcome seven French-speaking scholarship students on the 
site of the NTPC firm, once they have completed two years of study 
in a university institute of technology in the Rhône-Alpes Region.

Furthermore, Fondation Mérieux has provided its support for the 
development of a medical laboratory in the Thakhek hospital, in 
partnership with the Rhône-Alpes Region. And let’s not forget 
the action of the NGO «Harmonie Mekong» founded in 2009 to 
promote sustainable development initiatives in Mekong countries, 
defend cultural diversity and promote the teaching of French. 

The French cooperation in Khammouane Province is also open 
to other perspectives. An irrigation project led by the AFD (French 
Development Agency) is currently under study.

I wish to thank and salute the determination of all project initiators 
who breathe life into this cooperation on a daily basis.

Yves Carmona
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Decent ra l i zed 
c o o p e r a t i o n 

b e t w e e n 
K h a m m o u a n e 
Province and the 
Rhône-Alpes Region 
is a long-standing 
cooperation which 
has changed 
significantly over 
time to become a 
dynamic, structural 

cooperation. It brings together a diversity 
of Rhône-Alpes players: Amitié Coopération France 
Laotienne (ACFL), Hospices Civils de Lyon, the 
Claude Bernard Lyon 1 University, Fondation Mérieux 
, the French Red Cross, Sourires d’Enfants, Triangle 
Génération Humanitaire (TGH), Agronomes et 
Vétérinaires Sans Frontière (AVSF), Coopération 
& Echanges Vétérinaires Est Ouest (CEVEO), 
Energies Sans Frontières (ESF), Tetraktys, Service 
Coopération au Développement (SCD), Association 
Professionnelle de l’Industrie, Compagnie KHAM, 
Institut Français du Laos, as well as the Province’s 
local authorities. 

In 1997, the cooperation started with the supply of 
equipment and the training of personnel from the 
Thakhek hospital. Through the quality of its personnel 
and infrastructure, this establishment is now a model 
hospital, boasting a fully renovated medical biology 
laboratory. In June 2014, the Thakhek hospital was 
recognized by the Ministry of Health as the country’s 
No. 9 center for the care and treatment of HIV/
AIDS patients. The cooperation has reinforced and 
developed medical expertise (cutting-edge surgery 
equipment and training, biology laboratories) while 
refocusing its priorities on the primary healthcare 
needs of people living far away from major cities 
(community health centers, preventive care). 

Rural development and food safety are a major area of 
cooperation, with the construction and rehabilitation of 
dams and irrigation canals, as well as the sustainable 
improvement of the sanitary environment and access 
to water. In order to promote economically sustainable 
development, the cooperation has diversified by 
setting up small stock-breeding units and courses in 
vegetable growing. 

As Khammouane Province boasts an exceptional but 
extremely fragile karstic heritage, the cooperation 
enhances and protects sensitive areas by stimulating 

responsible tourist activity. The cooperation also 
mobilizes Lao civil society by providing support 
to Laos’ first ecotourism association in order to 
strengthen village organizations.  

Special attention is being paid to education with 
the construction of primary schools and training of 
teachers. The initiative also involves nutrition and 
health aspects, as well as family support through 
income-generating activities. The vocational 
training center of Khammouane has benefited from 
additional support for the welding and refrigeration/
air-conditioning training programs. Apprentices 
from the Centre de Formation d’Apprentis de 
l’Industrie (Industrial Apprentice Training Center) 
of the Association Professionnelle de l’Industrie 
(Professional Industry Association), in partnership 
with students from this vocational training center, built 
water towers with metal structures. They all reported 
a rewarding human and professional experience.

Being a land of tradition, Khammouane Province has 
hosted hip-hop dance workshops in its schools. Every 
year, a highly popular hip-hop festival is organized in 
Thakhek.
Over recent years, the Rhône-Alpes/Khammouane 
cooperation has been focusing efforts on Bualapha, 
the Province’s most deprived and difficult-to-access 
district. 

The guiding thread of this cooperation is the 
strengthening of capabilities, support for provincial 
authorities and the empowerment of women. To 
promote the perpetuation and relevance of the 
cooperation, the work is always carried out in 
partnership with local authorities and populations. 

The Rhône-Alpes Region relies on a coordinator 
working on site to strengthen ties with local authorities 
and promote synergy among all players. 

We must commend the commitment and 
professionalism of the numerous Rhône-Alpes and 
Khammouane NGOs, which benefit from the constant 
support of the French Embassy in Laos. 
The Rhône-Alpes/Khammouane cooperation is a 
good example of the power and effectiveness of 
decentralized cooperation. From microprojects to 
wider-scope actions, the results are always tangible 
and visible in the areas concerned and meet the 
populations’ needs.
 

Cooperation overview

LA FRANCE AU LAOS

   By Jean-Jack Queyranne,
   President of the Regional Council of the 
   Rhône-Alpes Region

©Christelle Viviant
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Decentralized cooperation: the example of training in 
medical imaging

In 2001, Dr Oroth Rasphone – Laos’ 
only qualified radiologist at the 

time – and Dr Van-André Tran-Minh, 
Professor of Radiology at Lyon 1 and 
Head of the Radiology Department of 
Hospices Civils de Lyon, joined forces 
to set up an autonomous university/
hospital course in medical imaging, to 
train at least one radiology specialist in 
each national, regional and provincial 
hospital.

The course of studies lasts three years 
and is based on a method similar to 
that used in France. The teaching of 
imaging theory and practical training 
are centralized in Vientiane, as this 
is the only city to have a Faculty of 
Medicine and the required equipment. 

This course enables all students to 

do an internship in the imaging 
department of the Mahosot hospital 
in Vientiane. Moreover, nine Lao 
students were able to study radiology 
in Strasbourg, Saint Etienne and Lyon 
during two semesters. Since the first 
group of graduates in 2008, twenty-five 
doctors have been trained in medical 
imaging.

This cooperation is now bearing fruit in 
Laos, where hospital/university training 
in medical imaging is now in place, with 
courses provided by Lao radiologists. 
The initial objective of having at least 
one radiology specialist has been 
achieved in the central hospitals, the 
regional hospitals, and the provincial 
hospital of Thakhek, which has been 
accredited as a university training 
hospital.

Associate Professor Dr Oroth Rasphone and 
Professor Van-André Tran-Minh, surrounded 
by the second group of graduates from the 
Vientiane Faculty of Medicine.

LA FRANCE AU LAOS
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Following the renewal of the decentralized cooperation 
agreement between the Rhône-Alpes Region and 
Khammouane Province in 2014 for a period of three years, 
Mrs Véronique Moreira and Mr Khambay Damlat, Governor 
of Khammouane Province, chaired a cooperation steering 
committee meeting attended by the Ambassador of France in 
Laos and numerous Rhône-Alpes and Lao players involved in 
the development of the Province.  

The 2014-2017 cooperation agreement asserts the 
commitment of the Rhône-Alpes Region in several 
fundamental sectors: health, water and sanitation, education, 
agriculture, tourism culture and the French language.  During 
her visit, the Vice-President repeatedly praised the actions 
of NGOs, which constitute a pillar for the deployment of the 
aid granted by the French Region in numerous development-
related fields, reaching the most remote populations. Mrs 
Moreira and Mr Damlat inaugurated the new premises of the 
Rhône-Alpes/Khammouane cooperation, which also house 
the Rhône-Alpes Region and Rhône-Alpes NGO coordination 
services. 

She then went to the site of the Konglor-Natane cave to 
inaugurate the Konglor Natane Ecotourism Association 
(AEKN). Furthermore, on her return to Vientiane, she met 
several heads of national NGOs (Gender Development 
Association), as well as international ones (CCL, Handicap 
International and CICR).

Mrs MOREIRA also took the time to meet the French 
hydroelectricity players: EDF which manages the Nam Theun 
2 dam and Compagnie Nationale du Rhône tasked with 
appraising the hydrology of the Mekong for the construction 
by Asian operators of a series of dams along its main course.

Signature of the agreement

Drinks reception

Project’s pilot committee

LA FRANCE AU LAOS

Mrs Véronique Moreira, Vice-President of the 
Rhône-Alpes Region in charge of supportive 

cooperation, visited Laos from 22 to 27 February 2015. 
She went to Khammouane Province, which the Rhône-
Alpes Region has been supporting since 1997.

Visit by 
Rhône-Alpes 

Region officials
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In March 2015, Mrs Elisabeth Ayrault, 
Chairwoman and CEO of CNR, accompanied 
by writer and French Academy member Erik 
Orsenna, visited Laos. The Chairwoman of the 
CNR and the General Director of the energy 
policy of the Ministry of Energy and Mines 
signed a cooperation agreement in Vientiane 
to enable the Lao PDR to benefit from CNR’s 
expertise in hydroelectric engineering and 
sustainable management of water resources, 
and for the development of a training program 
for engineers and technicians in CNR’s skills 
and trades.

You are in Laos to visit the CNR and the Observatoire 
des Grands Fleuves (Observatory of Major Rivers) which 
you founded. Could you tell us a bit about it?

Erik Orsenna. At the start, we observed that developers of 
the major rivers knew fairly little about neighboring rivers. The 
idea of the Observatory was thus to facilitate dialog among 
these developers worldwide. In that aim, the CNR asked me 
to help create this sort of «club». The purpose of the CNR 

is to produce hydroelectricity in the Rhône basin, but also 
to manage the issue of transport, irrigation, the risks related 
to flooding, etc. The prime objective is thus to support the 
exchange of skills and experience.  

Why are you particularly interested in the Mekong?

I am mainly interested in water, as it is the No. 1 commodity. 
I have a real passion for water issues, as water is the 
reflection of civilizations. Tensions associated with water 
are increasingly high as it is often rare and represents a 
response to numerous issues. Water makes it possible to 
produce hydroelectricity and transport goods in a much 
more environment-friendly way than roads. But at the same 
time, water is synonymous with floods and pollution-related 
illnesses. Water is the reflection of the societies it is linked 
with. Why the Mekong? It is one of the world’s biggest rivers 
and I think that, on its own, it raises all possible questions. 
Upstream/downstream relationships, for instance. China is 
upstream from Laos. If you build dams in China, Laos reacts. 
But if Laos builds dams, Vietnam which is downstream reacts 
also as this reduces the sediment transfer. 

Real geopolitical challenges… 

Real geopolitical challenges, which are very concrete for 
people. Since there is less sediment in Vietnam, the result is 
a rise in sea level, the salinization of rice fields, and a drop 
in rice production. Imagine if less and less rice was to be 
produced in the Mekong delta! The matter is thus extremely 
concrete for people. 

What do you think about the cooperation between CNR 
and Lao hydroelectricity players?  

Hydroelectricity is in the process of becoming Laos’ main 
resource; its management is essential. Some are opposed to 
the very principle of dams, which is not my case. I am mainly 
concerned about the characteristics of good dams. Some 
of them are more environment-friendly than others. I think 
that there has been significant progress as to their quality. 
All sources of energy entail risks. We have to know how to 
manage the ones we choose. At the same time, we have to 
produce it, as without electricity there is no growth, and thus 
an enormous social risk.

LA FRANCE AU LAOS

Mr. Erik Orsenna

Present in the Mekong basin for over 20 
years, the Engineering office of Compagnie 

Nationale du Rhône (CNR) assists Laos with 
several hydroelectric projects along the main 
course of the Mekong.

Meeting with 
Compagnie 

Nationale 
du Rhône

«Water is the 
reflection of 

civilizations» 
Erik Orsenna

Photo : Ravansith Thammarangsy



 Two questions to Margot Petitpierre, 
Mission Leader for TGH

What does TGH want to achieve through its Kham-
mouane projects? 

The major asset of Triangle G H in Laos is the relationship 
of trust we have developed since 2006, in particular with the 
provincial and local offices of the Ministries of Agriculture 
and Health. We want to enhance this partnership through 
the dissemination of simplified information, the transfer of 

skills and the strengthening of the local 
authorities’ capabilities, so they can 
take over the leadership of the activities 
we are developing together. We want to 
increase their involvement in all phases 
of the project, from the launch of the 
calls for tenders to the design of the 
new irrigation areas, in order to ensure 
the perpetuation and relevance of the 
project. 

How do TGH’s activities fit into the 
decentralized cooperation between 
the Rhône-Alpes Region and the 
province of Khammouane? 

As a Rhône-Alpes NGO, in 1999 Triangle G H took advantage 
of the Rhône-Alpes Region’s decision to develop institutional 
cooperation with Khammouane Province to establish itself in 
this area. Since then, we have been working hand in hand 
with Mrs Moreira’s teams and benefiting from their support, 
on both the financial level – the Rhône-Alpes Region finances 
up to 80% of the irrigation project’s total budget – and the 
institutional level, via the quality of their relationships with 
their local contacts and counterparts.
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Two questions to Gilbert Mantovani,
President de Tétraktys

What role has Tétraktys played in the Rhône-Alpes/
Khammouane cooperation?

Following our first mission in 2009, we were called upon to 

support the development of ecotourism in rural areas, 
in the main aim of improving living standards and 
diversifying the populations’ economic activities. The 
presence of exceptional nature sites makes it possible 
to develop environment-friendly tourism controlled and 
managed by the local populations which benefit from it. 

Concerning the cooperation with the 
Rhône-Alpes Region, we host Lao 
delegations who come on training 
courses in the Rhône-Alpes Region, 
and we hold numerous meetings with 
the Region’s technicians and elected 
representatives for the follow-up and 
coordination of projects. Concerning 
coordination with local partners, each 
mission is an opportunity to meet 
and exchange ideas, for example 
with Energies Sans Frontières for the 
lighting of the Konglor-Natane cave.

What are Tétraktys’ future prospects 
in Laos? 

Up until recent years, Khammouane Province was a 
place of transit between Northern and Southern Laos for 
tourists. Today, through the major initiatives carried out in 
natural areas, it is in the process of becoming a major 
tourist province. At the request of Khammouane Province, 
we were asked to focus on the development of tourism in 
the Nakai district, an area which abounds in exceptional 
nature sites with numerous environmental, economic and 
social implications. 

Tétraktys 
The Tétraktys NGO was born 21 years ago, out of the joint 
reflection of several entities conducting tourist development 
initiatives overseas (AFRAT, CRET Briançon and GTA). Its 
first encounter with Laos took place following the visit of the 
Governor of Khammouane Province to the 
Rhône-Alpes Region, seeking the help of 
the Regional Council to develop tourism in 
Khammouane. 
Tétraktys, which comprises several experts in 
the development of underground resources, 
thus conducted its first mission in 2009 in 
the Konglor cave, to improve the safety of 
visitors. The local populations were trained 
in receiving visitors in a minimum number 
of foreign languages (English and French), 
the management of their heritage, its 
maintenance and preservation. To date, the 
two villages of Konglor and Natane receive 
15,000 visitors a year. This number has been 
growing constantly since the opening of the site 
to tourists.

Founded in Lyon in 1994, Triangle Génération 
Humanitaire (Triangle G H) has been working 
in Khammouane Province since 2005 in 
the field of agricultural irrigation. Its prime 
objectives are to improve the agricultural 
production of the province’s farmers and 
eventually ensure food self-sufficiency in the 
most vulnerable villages.
In addition to the six successive irrigation 
projects conducted since 2005, the NGO 
is engaged in a large-scale water/health/
sanitation (WHS) project, as well as 
humanitarian watch (in effect when typhoon 
Haima swept through the country in 2012). 
Triangle G H is currently working on the next 
phase of an irrigation project in Hinboun 
district, in partnership with the Rhône-Alpes Region, 
and is pushing ahead with the WHS project in Bualapha 
district.

LA FRANCE AU LAOS

      SPECIAL FEATURE :   KHAMMOUANE NGOs

Triangle Génération 
Humanitaire

Konglor cave settlement



Two questions to Florence Nguyen-Rouault, 
President of Sourires d’Enfants

What principles guide your actions in Khammouane? 

The actions of Sourires d’Enfants in 
Laos primarily rest on the involvement 
of local populations, in order to ensure 
the self-reliance and sustainability of 
the projects we develop. They include 
income-generating activities aimed at the 
schools’ self-sufficiency, and the set-up of 
a management committee from which we 
progressively withdraw. In this perspective, 
cooperation with local authorities is 
essential; through the actions supported by 
the Rhône-Alpes Region in the province, 
the schools we support are considered as 
pilot projects for our local partners.

What are the most noteworthy results and prospects of the 
activities of Sourires d’Enfants in Laos? 

The past three years of activity have been highly positive: 
more and more parents are becoming involved, the children 
are given lunch every day and an afternoon snack, vaccination 
and medical follow-up have become effective through the 
numerous prevention visits which are currently organized and 
will be further optimized through the mobile clinic set up. We 
also develop partnerships with other NGOs: within the scope of 
the co-financing of our projects by the GDF-SUEZ Foundation, 
we work with the COFELY-SUEZ Group’s Aquassistance NGO 

to provide access to water in the villages. Moreover, a new 
partnership is about to be set up with GREF, an association 
of retired teachers, to develop courses for the teachers in our 
schools.

Two questions to
Jean Louis Charlot, 

ESF Project Manager

What are the origins of ESF projects in
Khammouane Province?

In 1999, the NGO Amitié Cooperation Franco Laotienne 
(ACFL) contacted us for assistance at the Thakhek hospital. 
This marked the start of our assistance in Khammouane 
Province and the partnership with the Rhône-Alpes Region. 
The following year, we conducted a project involving the 
complete renovation of the Thakhek hospital’s electricity 

networks. In 2008, ESF joined the Rhône-Alpes Region’s 
ecotourism program. ESF and Electricité du Laos (EDL) were 
tasked with the lighting of the Konglor cave, then the Bouddha 
caves (2010). Since 2011, ESF has been conducting lighting 
projects – for example by providing houses with a photovoltaic 
kit, and water access projects through boreholes, water 

towers, water supply networks and 
public fountains. Since the beginning 
of our involvement in Khammouane, 
over 10,500 people have been directly 
helped by ESF projects, not to mention 
the numerous indirect beneficiaries 
via the Thakhek hospital project and 
ecotourism program.

How can the perpetuation of such 
projects be guaranteed?

In 2004, the water access project 
for the villages of Pakson and Naxe 

was accompanied by the set-up of 
Management Committees. All our projects fit into an inclusive 
approach. With the province’s Hydraulic Service (HS), ESF 
initiated a reflection on the follow-up to be provided to 
beneficiaries of the water access projects. At each meeting 
with local authorities, we ask for the implementation of a real 
follow-up by the HS, in the aim of creating the embryo of 
a public water service. Moreover, we conduct training and 
support actions for all our projects concerning access to 
energy and water.

Énergies Sans Frontières
The purpose of the NGO Energies Sans Frontières (ESF) 
is expressed in its slogan: «Water and Electricity for All». 
Founded in 1988 in Grenoble by EDF/GDF employees 
wanting to participate in development aid 
projects, ESF now has 180 volunteer members. 
The NGO has been operating in Laos since 
1998, in close partnership with local populations 
and with the support of entities such as the 
Rhône-Alpes Region and Lyon Métropole.

Sourires d’Enfants
Founded in 1996 in Vietnam and currently based in Grenoble, 
the Sourires d’Enfants NGO established premises in Laos’ 

Khammouane Province in 2012, after 
several exploratory missions supported by 
the Rhône-Alpes Region. Fifteen villages 
were identified within the Lang Khang 
area in the district of Boualapha, one of 
the poorest in the Province, where the 
NGO decided to concentrate its activity. 
The aid it provides to the villages is based 
on a comprehensive approach, including 
the construction of nursery schools, the 
medical supervision and follow-up of 
children and the promotion of income-
generating activities – cricket farming, 
vegetable gardens, weaving workshops 
with the Lang Khang Women’s Union, etc. 
– in order to self-finance the schools and 

improve their attendance rates. 
In 2015, the NGO started working with primary schools 
by renovating the buildings and setting up teacher training 
programs. These projects are 50% financed by the Rhône-
Alpes Region, which has confirmed the renewal of the 
funding for the 2015-2017 period.

      SPECIAL FEATURE :   KHAMMOUANE NGOs

9LA FRANCE AU LAOS

Water tower under construction



Amitié Cooperation Franco Laotienne (ACFL) has 
been carrying out actions on the site of the Thakhek 
provincial hospital since 1996. ACFL’s initial project 
was to rehabilitate the operating room of the former 
French military hospital dating back to 1923 and 
to restore the population’s trust in its hospital, left 
derelict since 1975. The actions conducted come 
under three categories: construction and renovation 
of dilapidated buildings, supply 
of technical equipment, 
and training of medical and 
paramedical personnel.

In 1997, after retiring from her 
post at Hôpitaux de Paris as 
an anesthetist and head of a 
Pediatric Surgical Intensive 
Care Unit, Dr Michelle Lupold 
joined ACFL in the dual aim of 
passing on her experience to a 
technically deprived generation of young doctors, 
while continuing to practice in a highly specialized 
medical field. She discovered Laos when she 
accompanied a medico-surgical ACFL team to 
Thakhek on a mission led by a former Franco-
Lao colleague originating from Khammouane. 
Captivated by the country and the potential actions 
that could be carried out there, she subsequently 
participated in 35 ACFL missions between 1997 
and 2015. 

Since the beginning of ACFL’s action in Thakhek, 
relations with Lao partners have always been based 
on friendship. Coordination with the various players, 
which intensified over the years, has given rise to 
positive, beneficial results for patients. 

In nearly 20 years, the Khammouane Provincial 
Hospital has become an efficient healthcare 

establishment and a benchmark 
in Laos. It was promoted to 
the rank of local branch of the 
Mahosot University Hospital of 
Vientiane, on an equal footing with 
Regional Hospitals. ACFL played 
a capital role in this development 
by providing ongoing support to 
the highly motivated Lao team. 
Laos’ entry into the ASEAN 
Economic Community in 2016 
should have an impact on the 

country’s healthcare. ACFL hopes to continue the 
partnership with the Provincial Hospital in order 
to help it deal with the new constraints and face 
the inevitable competition, by promoting the use 
of cutting-edge technology in the specific fields of 
surgery and resuscitation.

For her work, Dr Michelle Lupold was awarded the 
Médaille de l’Amitié in 2010 and made a Chevalier 
de l’Ordre National du Mérite in 2014.

MEDICAL COOPERATION
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Founded in 1967, Fondation Mérieux (FM) 
is an independent family-based foundation. 

Recognized as a public-interest 
organization, it combats 
infectious diseases which 
are prevalent in developing 
countries. Now operating in a 
dozen countries including Laos, 
its activities in Khammouane 
Province started in 2010 within 
the scope of the decentralized 
cooperation with the Rhône 
Alpes Region (RRA). For the 
past 5 years, Fondation Mérieux 
has been providing its support and expertise in 
the field of health, in particular in access to the 
diagnosis of infectious diseases. This action is 

carried out jointly and in coordination with that 
of Hospices Civils de Lyon, who regularly send 
medical personnel to Thakhek. These operations 
have made it possible to set up medical equipment 
in the laboratory of the Thakhek provincial hospital 

and boost diagnostic capacity. They 
have also provided the Khammouane 
Province with good-level diagnostic 
capacity, particularly in microbiology. 

Since 2012, FM’s action in 
Khammouane Province is no longer 
limited to Thakhek. The laboratories 
of ten districts in the province now 
get support from FM’s technical 
assistants. The mission of these 

professionals (interns and qualified biologists) is 
primarily focused on training and increasing the 
medical biology skills of district laboratory personnel, 
which often have little knowledge in this field.

LA FRANCE AU LAOS

  Meeting with Dr Michelle Lupold, Vice-President of ACFL

   Fondation Mérieux



The «Bourses d’Avenir» scholarship program is 
the result of a model partnership between public 

and private sectors, bringing together the French 
Embassy and the Lao company NTPC, in charge 
of building the hydro-electric 
works of the Nam Theun 2 
dam, located in Khammouane 
Province. The aim of this 
program is to enable young 
Lao students to study at a 
university in France before 
joining NTPC on their return 
to Laos.

After written exams and 
one interview, 7 students 
were selected to go and study in the Rhône-Alpes 
Region’s university institutes of technology (Instituts 

Universitaires Technologiques – IUT) for a period of 
two years. At the end of their studies in France, the 
students will do an internship with NTPC in Laos, in 
the fields of mechanic, hydraulics, civil engineering, 

monitoring & control, industrial IT, 
or networks & telecommunications. 

This program is an innovative 
recruitment method, making it 
possible to offer Lao students high-
quality training in internationally 
recognized institutions, increase 
the country’s professional 
qualifications in technological 
fields and participate in the 

economic and social development 
of Laos by enhancing its human resources.

LA FRANCE AU LAOS 11

In October 2014, the National University of Laos 
and the Jean Moulin Lyon 3 University launched 

a joint Master’s Degree program in International 
Law. This is the first double degree program 
between the National University of Laos and a 
western university. With the development of Laos 
and its opening-up to the 
world, as confirmed by its 
participation in ASEAN 
and membership of the 
WTO, the creation of a 
high-standard university 
program in international 
law has become a 
necessity. 

This commendable 
project is the fruit of 
exemplary cooperation 
between French and 
Lao partners. The new 
program, which includes courses in French, English 
and Lao, is supported by the Rhône Alpes Region. 
Back in 2005, a first bilateral action conducted within 
the framework of a Priority Solidarity Fund project, 

had resulted in the set-up of a trilingual Bachelor’s 
Degree program in international relations. The 
program subsequently benefited from the Rhône 
Alpes Region’s strong support under the Rhône 
Alpes International Mobility (MIRA) funding, making 
it possible to consolidate the trilingual Bachelor’s 

Degree program and 
create this double 
degree.

The first class in this 
program comprises 16 
students from different 
horizons. The students, 
who mainly consist of 
professionals from Lao 
administrations and the 
private sector, benefited 
from high-level education 
during this first year, and 
courses provided by 

professors from the Jean Moulin Lyon 3 University 
and local teachers. The success of this first program 
confirms the relevance of the training provided by 
the two universities.

UNIVERSITY COOPERATION

   Double degree in international law

    «Bourses d’Avenir» scholarship

«Study in France, work in Laos»
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AGENDA
September Octobre
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7-11
Lao Fashion Week
Settha Palace Hotel 

Book presentation
D’Orient et d’ailleurs 
de Michèle-Baj Strobel
Institut Français

Open Day 
Institut Français

22-
23

24

Comic Strip Festival 
Topic: Environment and water
Institut Français

2nd edition of the 
Development and Re-
search Days
Institut Français

France Volunteer Day
Institut Français

Cultural Cooperation: Institut Français in Thakhek

Within the framework of the decentralized 
cooperation between the Rhône Alpes Region 

and Khammouane Province, collaboration for the 
teaching of French started with the project set up by 
the NGO Association de l’Amitié Franco-Lao (ACFL) 
aimed at the administrative 
staff of the Thakhek hospital. 
This NGO remains very active. 
Up until 2012, it sent two Lao 
trainees to France every year. 
The involvement of the Institut 
Français du Laos (IFL) in 
Thakhek started in response to 
the ACFL’s request for French 
courses. 

Today, the course offering has 
expanded and the Khammouane 
branch of the IFL also provides 
courses at the technical high 
school of Thakhek, at the tourist 
office, at the nursing school, 
and to young French teachers 
in Thakhek. Every summer, 
learners are sent to Vientiane 
for a month to attend intensive 
French courses. These courses, as well as the 
coordination of the activities, are provided by a 
volunteer sent by the NGO France Volontaires. At 
present, the Thakhek office is managed by Géraldine 

Helissey, a dynamic, enthusiastic young woman. 

This teaching mission has been supplemented with 
cultural activities, in particular the «Journée de 
la Francophonie», a day dedicated to the French 

language celebrated each year 
in March. This year, the day’s 
activities will include a flashmob 
event presenting the major French-
speaking countries, a play and 
various games bringing together 
French-speakers and students of 
the IFL in Thakhek. 

During the last session of 2015, 
awareness workshops will be 
offered. In September, the first one 
will focus on the protection of the 
environment. 

In December, as in previous 
years, a Christmas celebration will 
enable students and expatriates 
in Thakhek – most of whom are 
French-speaking – to get together 
and share a fun moment. This 

session will also provide the opportunity to prepare 
the Journée de la Francophonie 2016 with the launch 
of drama classes and set-up of various cultural 
activities in partnership with other NGOs.

23

26

5-9

Concert classique
National Cultural Hall15



Within the framework of the aeronautical 
cooperation between France and Laos, and 

following the purchase of ATR and Airbus aircrafts 
by Lao Airlines (the country’s national airline), the 
French national school of civil aviation (ENAC) has 
taken in twelve student pilots since 2012. Founded 
in 1949, ENAC takes in over 7,500 trainees per year 
who participate in the 600 traineeships organized 
by the school every year. ENAC is Europe’s biggest 
aviation school.  

The latest group of Lao students completed their 
training in Toulouse on April 16, 2015 and were 
awarded their diplomas in front of representatives 

of Lao Airlines. Among the 6 new pilots is Laos’ first 
female pilot, Miss Soudaphone Visounnarath. 
Lao Airlines currently has four Airbus A320 and seven 
ATR 72-500 and 72-600 aircraft (of which the last two 
were delivered in the spring and fall of 2014). 
The two civil aviation authorities – the French DGAC 
and the Lao DCA – signed a technical cooperation 
agreement on October 7, 2003. Discussions are 
under way to continue and increase cooperation in 
this area. 

The DGAC is also taking part in the European AATIP 
program (ASEAN air transport integration project) 
aimed at improving air safety in the ASEAN region. 

Laos’ first female pilot trained at ENAC
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Miss Soudaphone Visounnarath The Lao graduates of ENAC
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Hélène Pigere has replaced Hervé Laroche as Consular Officer. 
Fanny Gazagne has replaced Benoit Bonaime as Cooperation Officer.
Phetsamone Saythongsouk has replaced Nithsakone Somsanith as COCAC assistant.
Coline Hervé has replaced Aurélie Bellon as international volunteer in charge of the 
social development fund and civil society.
Maud Vennin has replaced William Charrier as international volunteer press officer.
Wassana Sengsavang has replaced Julie Reynier as press trainee.

French Embassy
Only in case of emergency

Police Rescue
Police of Vientiane
Fire station    

French medical office
Emergency only

Mahosot Hospital
Hôpital de l’Amitié (Emergency)
Centre ambulancier de Vientiane

Thai hospitals
- Wattana Nong Khai
 International contact: M. Paul
 Contact in Laos : M. Assanai
- Wattana Udon Thani
- Clinique AEK (Udon) 

Alarm Center in Bangkok
Immingration service at Pont de l’Amitié 

Local section ADFE : 
Local section UFE : 

An association for French-speaking people in Laos, we organize various activities 
for children and adults, such as drawing, music, football, aquagym, swimming, 

archery, taichi, lacquer, mah-jong, theater, etc. 

Our watchword is friendliness! 
For the program of our activities and to take part in meetings and cultural events 

organized by our association, please contact us at 
vientianeaccueil@yahoo.fr 

President: Mrs. Cathy Barret

Handy phone numbers and other information are available at any time on 
the website of the French embassy in Laos :  www.ambafrance-laos.org
The regularly updated section «Service aux français» contains a wealth of information 
on consular procedures, as well as advice on health and safety. 

(+856) 021 26 74 00
(+856) 020 555 14 751

241162/241163/241164/212703 
(+856) 021 21 27 06

241162/241163/241164/212703 

(+856) 021 21 41 50
(+856) 020 56 55 47 94 

(+856) 021 21 40 18/19
(+856) 021 41 33 00

195 ou (+856)  021 26 11

(+66) 42 46 52 01
(+66) 8 18 33 42 62

(+856) 021 24 00 97
(+66) 42 24 19 56 
(+66) 42 34 25 55 
(+66) 22 56 71 46

(+856) 021 81 20 40
(+856) 021 81 20 37

adfe.fdm.laos@gmail.com
ufelaos@gmail.com

Phone numbers

Departures/Newcomers
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General information 
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