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Press Release  

 

Speech of Ms Claudine LEDOUX Ambassador for France in Laos. 

Reception for European Parliament members, Wednesday, November 1
st
, 2017. 

 

It is a great honor, Members of the European Parliament, to see you at the residence of 

France. Please be welcome: I hope that your visit to Laos will be profitable and informative. 

It is an honor but also a great pleasure to welcome you to Vientiane. Europe is part of our 

identity, the President of the Republic has also had the opportunity to recall at the European 

Council last September, the commitment of France to the flag and the European anthem. 

 

In this year of commemorating the sixtieth anniversary of the Treaty of Rome, Europe can be 

proud. Proud of its history. Proud to have been able to carry out this great adventure, building 

peace, establishing a single market, and weaving solidarity between peoples. 

 

It is often forgotten that Europe is the first trading power. But this approach is somewhat 

reductive, the European Union is more than a single market, an addition of GDP. It is based 

on common values, solidarity and the rule of law. Europe is not only an economic system but 

a value system. The democracy we defend, the ideas of freedom, of dignity that we carry. 

While the construction of Europe has seemed self-evident since 1957, everyone sees that it is 

still necessary to consolidate the building. That the progress achieved, far from being 

inevitable, is reversible. However, the election of President Macron, on a decidedly pro-

European line marks a turning point and the fear of the collapse of Europe has faded away. 

 

These tensions that run through the European project invite us to redefine and rethink the 

purpose of our action. We must remain vigilant, mobilized and ambitious. 

 

We must be ambitious in the method with the will to go forward and to rebuild Europe. This 

is the meaning of the proposals made by the President of the French Republic, defending in 

particular the vision of a Europe that protects. Too often, the pursuit of maintaining unity has 

meant less ambition. But the search for the lowest common denominator has never been the 

driving force of our European Union. The ability to articulate ambition and unity remains 

crucial. 

 

We must be ambitious also in the democratic process. It is important to go to the field, meet 

those who doubt, listen to them. This is precisely why the President of the Republic has 

proposed the organization of democratic conventions in France and in Europe to give the floor 

to citizens and discuss the priorities of Europe. This is how we can bring Europe closer to the 

people. 

Finally, we must be ambitious in the projection and the influence of Europe. Europe devotes a 

significant share to development aid, with € 29 billion for the 11th EDF. The expression of 
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this solidarity, of this effort of the European taxpayer, allows the European Union to be 

among the main donors. In Laos, nearly € 207 million is donated. 

 

Europe has been an example of peace, stability, freedom, democracy. Tomorrow Europe must 

be, not only an example, but it must be able to influence the world. It is not a question of 

giving lessons to anyone, it is modest, but it is about promoting the values of democracy, 

freedom, solidarity and dignity that constitute the DNA of the European project.  

"Europe must be useful to the world". 
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