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Lao Fashion Week 
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Decoration of Ms Pany SAIGNAVONGS 

 

Dear Pany, 

 

How much is there of Pany? You are double, triple, multiple! In turn, you are a marketing 

specialist, an accomplished businesswoman, fashion designer, project bearer for Laotian 

youth, francophone and francophile, promoter of Lao talents ... and I stop there! 

 

But this multiplicity of talents is melted into a passion, which also unites France and Laos: a 

passion for elegance. 

 

You were born in Laos, a country that is made charming by the magnificence of its temples, 

the calm splendor of its nature and the elegance of its people. 

 

At 18, you flew to France, another country of elegance, particularly in fashion. Brilliant 

student, you became perfectly fluent in French. Cosmopolitan, you enriched your eyes by 

completing your studies in Germany, then in the United States. From France, you have 

retained the taste of "French style": this "je ne sais quoi" which will later inspire your 

creations. 

 

Back in Laos, you made your first efforts in the promotion of tourism and quickly become a 

key player in marketing. As a head of a successful company, you founded the Society 

Corporation in 2006, which is now one of the most reputable marketing firms in the country. 

At the same time, you multiplied pioneering initiatives in your favorite sector: fashion and 

design. 

 

You created a magazine, the first bilingual English-Lao magazine in 2004 then in 2008, 

Society Lifestyle which became the most prestigious magazine of the country in the fashion 

and the arts of living. 

 

As a visionary, in 2012 you started into the creative and fashion industry with a brilliant idea: 

combining the traditional quality of Laotian fabrics with French style. 

It is the birth of Ministry of Silk that brings Laos creative qualities beyond the borders of the 

country to become the first brand of Laotian haute couture registered internationally.  

 

Corporate woman and designer, it is you who designed the models of this high-end brand. 
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In 2014, our Embassy joined you in organizing the first fashion week in Laos. We are 

celebrating its 3rd edition today and it is an immense pride for France, the cradle of an 

industry of excellence in this field, to support this initiative.  

Lao Fashion Week is an instrument for spreading Laotian creativity that works for the 

development of the fashion sector in Laos. 

 

Finally, you are committed to the youth of your country to whom you want to convey your 

passion for fashion. Since its creation, Lao Fashion Week has been accompanied by the 

Young Designers Contest, also supported by the Embassy. As an instrument of 

professionalization, it allowed the different winners to go and study for 6 months at the 

prestigious school ESMOD in Paris. 

 

As stated in the 2017 Lao Fashion Week slogan: dear Pany you believe that "fashion must act 

for a cause. This cause is that of the future of Laos: that of Laotian youth. 

Dear Pany, for your passion for artistic creation that burns in you, for your energy devoted to 

the influence of Laotian know-how combined with the "French style", for your commitment 

to the training of Laotian youth, the French Republic, pays tribute to you tonight. 

Dear Pany, on behalf of the Minister of Culture, I award you Chevalier of the Order of Arts 

and Letters. 

 

Opening of the Lao Fashion Week  

 

It is a great pleasure to open the start of the third annual Lao Fashion Week 2016 at the 

Embassy Residence. Each year, the event grows in size and opens up even more to regional 

and international talents. 

 

As Pany has so well noticed, France and Laos have one thing in common: elegance. In terms 

of clothing creation, Laos has a millenary know-how for the work of silk. The beauty of 

Laotian patterns is a striking example of this tradition. 

France, too, has a historical tradition of elegance. In terms of fashion, Christian Dior, Coco 

Chanel and Yves Saint-Laurent gave their fame to the "chic à la française". 

 

Today, fashion remains an art and an industry of excellence in France with many leading 

companies in this field. France has 10 groups among the 100 largest companies in the world. 

They alone account for nearly a quarter of sales of luxury goods. 

 

This is why France decided to support "Lao Fashion Week" in this adventure full of hope, 

charm and beauty. 

 

We welcome this third edition of Lao Fashion Week, a unique initiative, because we believe 

in the development of a fashion industry in Laos. 
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