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Madam Consular Councillor, 

Excellences, 

Directors-General, 

Fellow citizens, 

Honoured Veterans, 

Distinguished Guests,  

Dear Friends, 

 

Please allow me to take the floor again for a short while. I would simply like to say how 

pleased I am for this opportunity to address to you all today on this Remembrance Day. 

As you would know, I have taken office on October 1st, succeeding my colleague and friend 

Yves Carmona. 

Also, allow me to express, on behalf of my husband Gérard Fuchs, his regret for not being 

among us today due to his long-planned participation to a conference on food security in 

Washington. 

I arrived here slightly over a month ago and I can assure you that everything is in line with 

what had been depicted to me. I have to attest of the beautiful landscapes of Laos. I must 

say that I have started off my sightseeing programme with Luang Prabang. This city has an 

exceptional charm. 

Nevertheless, Laos is not only about landscapes, it is also about men and women of whom I 

never tire to tell my relatives about the authenticity of their kindness, gentleness and smile. 

All of this is genuine. 

Here are my first impressions of Laos, all of which are positive. 

Adding to this, being surrounded by a highly competent team and warmly welcomed by 

colleagues from other embassies, makes everything complete so that my mission can be 

carried out in the best conditions. 



As I told his Excellency President Choummaly Sayasone as I handed out my credentials a few 

days ago, the important work performed by Yves Carmona and his predecessors will be 

continued in the various areas of our cooperation and our economic action: health, justice, 

agriculture, urban development, education, research, culture, hydroelectricity and 

aeronautics. France is indeed present in many sectors. This anchoring of France in Laos is the 

result of the actions of its services, its operators, its communities, its associations and last 

but not least, the dynamism of its companies, large or small, locally based or multinational. 

I have already personally met many of these stakeholders and I can tell you that I am very 

proud of the work they have been accomplishing. Some of them are here with us this 

evening and I sincerely thank them. 

I will also pay a special importance to the continuity of our economic diplomacy work. 

France, I recall, was the first Western investor in Laos and is today the fifth investor in the 

country. I hope that this high-level economic partnership will continue to grow. 

This work aims at intensifying the influence of France and the development of Laos and its 

methods are inspired by the values held by our country and by Europe. The respect of 

human dignity and the respect of our environment are at the heart of our projects and 

activities. France is to give a fine example of these values by the end of the month, hosting 

the COP21 – 2015 Paris Climate Conference, the first diplomatic event of this importance on 

French soil. 

 

Fellow citizens, Distinguished Guests, thank you for your attention and I wish you a great 

evening ahead! 

 


