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LAWYER: A NOBLE 
PROFESSION

“A lawyer, as a member of the legal 
profession, is a representative of 

clients, an officer of the legal system and a 
public citizen having special responsibility 
for the quality of justice.” (Article 1, ABA)

CONTRIBUTION TO THE PUBLIC 
AND TO SOCIETY
 
 The profession was born to help the vulne-
rable that could not present their cases at 
inquiries held by Roman emperors. Due to their 
honorable and dignified profession, lawyers 
received the noble designation of “priests in 
the temples of justice”.

 Lawyers can do amazing things for people, 
and for the noble causes of truth and justice. 
The main role of a lawyer is to secure justice 
for those seeking aid. Lawyers must protect the 
legitimate rights and interests of their clients 
from being infringed.

 By performing such valuable services, 
lawyers also contribute to building the ethos of 
a society and to provide peace and prosperity. 
The lawyer is a strong legal figure who faces 
exciting and rewarding challenges, bringing 
real changes at different levels of society.

A lawyer can trigger socio-economic develop-
ment: A thought leader and a change agent, a 
lawyer contributes to the creation of a condu-
cive legal system. His unique position helps to 
build confidence among the population and 
domestic and foreign investors.

“Lawyers who are passionate with the law or 
lawyers who have a deep feeling for the law 
have given to the law that sort of devotion 

that the knight of legend gave to his lady;  
he has served it [the law] in the spirit that a 
devout priest gives to his religion” (Mark, 
The Justice Holmes Reader).

DEFENDERS OF THE RULE OF LAW

 The practice of law is not a right but a 
privilege. The reason for this is that a lawyer 
owes duties not only to his client but also to 
the court, to his brethren in the profession and 
to the public, and takes part in one of the most 
important functions of the state: the adminis-
tration of justice.

 As officers of justice, lawyers play a vital role 
in the preservation of society. As intermedia-
ries between the citizens and courts, lawyers 
build confidence and ensure access to justice 
for the general public, which is fundamental in 
a rule-of-law state.

“As a public citizen, a lawyer should 
seek improvement of the law, access 

to the legal system, the administration of 
justice and the quality of service rendered 
by the legal profession.” (Article 6, ABA).

 
 In addition, lawyers have a crucial role to 
play in strengthening and improving the legal 
system and the judicial process: the lawyer 
enables more fairness and effectiveness.
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“Lawyers are part of a comprehensive legal 
system. The lawyers have crucial roles in the 
development and strengthening of the legal 
framework. Lawyers are the driving force 
for testing and refining the law and ensure 
fair justice in society” (Sivath Sengdouang-
chanh, Lawyer)

LAWYERS IN THE INTERNATIONAL 
ARENA

 The Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, adopted by the General Assembly 
of the United Nations in 1948, enshrines the 
principles of equality before the law, the pre-
sumption of innocence, the right to a fair and 
public hearing by an independent and impartial 
tribunal, and all the guarantees necessary for 
the defense of everyone charged with a penal 
offence. Lawyers should at all times guarantee 
these principles.

 International legal instruments and 
human rights treaties consider lawyers as 
essential legal actors with a prominent role to 
play in the protection of human rights. The role 
of a lawyer becomes more critical in deve-
loping countries, where a majority of citizens 
are affected by poverty and lack the knowledge 
of their rights.

“Lawyers, in protecting the rights of 
their clients and in promoting the 

cause of justice, shall seek to uphold human 
rights and fundamental freedoms recogni-
zed by national and international law and 
shall at all times act freely and diligently in 
accordance with the law and recognized 
standards and ethics of the legal profession.” 
(Article 14, Basic Principles on the Role of 
Lawyers)

 Many other international instruments 
recognize the essential importance of legal 
assistance and counsel to both victims and 
offenders: lawyers are the guarantors of these 
fundamental rights.

The Standard Minimum Rules for the 
Treatment of Prisoners, adopted by the UN 
Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the 
Treatment of Offenders in 1955, recommends, 
in particular, that legal assistance and confiden-
tial communication with a counsel should be 
guaranteed for untried prisoners.

The Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice 
for Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power, 
adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1985, 
recommends measures at the international and 
national levels to improve access to justice and 
fair treatment, restitution, compensation and 
assistance for victims of crime. 

The Body of Principles for the Protection of 
All Persons under Any Form of Detention or 
Imprisonment, adopted by the UN General 
Assembly in 1988, recommends that a detained 
person shall be entitled to have the assistance 
of, and to communicate and consult with a 
legal counsel.
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ETHICS OF THE LAWYER
 
“NOBLE PROFESSION FOR THE NOBLE 
MINDED”

Ethics is the living spirit of the lawyer’s 
profession: it should be instilled in the hearts 
and minds of lawyers as well as law students. 
As a lawyer, your service to the general public 
should be compassionate, moral and lawful.

Lawyers have the dual responsibility of uphol-
ding the interests of the client fearlessly and of 
conducting themselves as officers of the court; 
therefore, they are expected to adhere to the 
highest standards of integrity and honor. A 
lawyer must act with dignity, conscientiously, 
independently, and with humanity.

WHAT DOES IT INVOLVE IN PRACTICE?

Conduct towards Society

The lawyer must respect the constitution, laws 
and lawyer’s ethics. Thus, the lawyer must 
show respect for the rule of law and the fair 
administration of justice. 

Conduct towards Clients

 The Lawyer must “provide legal services to 
clients with high responsibility and equity” 
(Article 1 of the Law on Lawyers, 21 December 
2011)

 The lawyer must keep educating himself in 
the law, and stay informed of the developments 
within his sphere of interest.

 The lawyer must refuse cases that are beyond 
the scope of his expertise or where he sees any 
conflict of interest, whether between different 
clients or between the client and himself.

 The lawyer has the right and duty to preserve 
client confidentiality and respect professional 
secrecy.

 The lawyer owes loyalty to the client and fair 
treatment of clients in relation to fees.

Conduct towards courts and other 
institutions

 The lawyer must be independent in pro-
viding legal advice and has the freedom to 
choose whether to pursue the client’s case.

 Lawyers must be free to carry out their work 
independently without interference or fear of 
reprisal to ensure the supremacy of the law over 
the arbitrary exercise of power. This is vital for 
impartial and honest administration of justice 
and for the maintenance of rule of law. A lawyer 
should demonstrate respect for the legal system 
and for those who serve it, including judges 
and public officials.

Conduct towards the lawyer’s profession, 
opposing counsel & peers

 Lawyers must preserve the dignity and honor 
of the legal profession, as well as the integrity 
and the reputation of their peers: A lawyer 
should strive to attain the highest level of skill, 
improve the law and the legal profession, and 
exemplify the legal profession’s ideals of public 
service.
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Australia - “I do sin-
cerely promise and 

swear that I will truly 
and honestly conduct 
myself, in the practice 

of a lawyer of this court, 
according to law to the 
best of my knowledge 

and ability.”

France - “I swear, as a 
lawyer, to comply with 
my duties with dignity, 
consciousness, inde-

pendence, probity and 
humanity”

Philippines - “I will 
do no falsehood, nor 
consent to the doing 

of any court; (...) I 
will delay no man for 
money or malice, and 
will conduct myself as 
a lawyer according to 

the best of my knowle-
dge and discretion will 
all good fidelity as well 
to the courts as to my 

clients.”

USA - “I will never reject, 
from any consideration 
personal to myself, the 

cause of the defenseless 
or oppressed, or delay any 
cause for lucre or malice. 
I will in all other respects 
conduct myself perso-
nally and professionally 
in conformity with the 

high standards of conduct 
imposed upon members 
of the bar as conditions 
for the privilege to prac-

tice law in this State.”

South Africa - “I do swear/
affirm that I will truly and ho-
nestly demean myself in the 

practice of attorney according 
to the best of my knowledge 
and ability, and further, that I 
will be faithful to the Republic 

of South Africa.”

A WORLD TOUR OF LAWYER’S OATHS
In order to maintain the dignity and the nobility 
of the law as a profession, lawyers must stay 
committed to the ethics of the profession.
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MISSION OF  
THE LAWYER

A lawyer is a high-level judicial professional 
who advises, defends, assists and represents his 
clients in every area of everyday life. 

“As a representative of clients, a lawyer 
performs various functions. As advisor, 

a lawyer provides a client with an informed 
understanding of the client’s legal rights 
and obligations and explains their practical 
implications. As advocate, a lawyer zea-
lously asserts the client’s position under the 
rules of the judicial system. As negotiator, 
a lawyer seeks a result advantageous to the 
client but consistent with requirements of 
honest dealings with others. As an evaluator, 
a lawyer acts by examining a client’s legal 
affairs and reporting about them to the client 
or to others.” (Article 2, ABA)

PROVIDER OF LEGAL SERVICES

These legal services can be classified in two 
main categories:

Legal Counseling or Legal Advice  Legal 
counsel

“Legal consultancy is the provision of legal 
opinions, advice, and explanations verbally 
or in written form to clients or to assist clients 
in drafting agreements, wills and other docu-
ments” (Article 22, Law on Lawyers). 

Litigation and Representation  Trial 
Lawyer

Lawyers may participate in criminal and civil 
case proceedings as the client’s representative. 
Among his/her rights and duties, the lawyer 
can meet with his client after being detained, 

arrested or jailed, file a complaint or request, 
view case dossiers, seek and present evidence 
and witnesses, participate in the case investiga-
tions, apply for bail, provide opinions and raise 
questions at the court meeting, propose objec-
tions to the judge or the prosecutor, appeal or 
request annulment of court orders and deci-
sions, among other things.

Attention!

Contrary to a widespread idea, the lawyer’s 
profession is not limited to litigation: The 
lawyer is first and foremost an adviser/
legal counselor in all legal related issues, 
whether in dispute management or not.  
 The lawyer advises his clients and, in 
case of litigation, he/she defends them.

Lawyers can work to defend both:

Private Interests: His/her clients can be either 
private individuals or companies (commercial 
businesses, individual shop keepers, craftsmen, 
accredited professionals, etc.)

Public Interests: A lawyer can work to defend 
the public interests of the society (peace, social 
order), or to articulate the views of the poor and 
disadvantaged to demand justice. (See part VII: 
Social Justice)
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ASSISTING VICTIMS
 
The lawyer has a particular core mission in 
helping the victims of offences to be reco-
gnized as such, and to provide compensation 
and support to vulnerable individuals in order 
to re-establish a fair and equitable relationship 
between victims and their offenders.

• Listening: The lawyer welcomes the victims 
at his office and listens to the facts with atten-
tion. He/she must ensure confidentiality of 
information. 



• Support: The lawyer defends the interests of 
his client. He/she helps victims to be recogni-
zed as such by gathering evidences that deter-
mine the infraction and the prejudice. 



• Assistance: The lawyer advises and accom-
panies the victims on every step of the judicial 
procedure. 



• Follow-up: The lawyer assists the victims all 
along the court’s proceedings, from the com-
plaint to the decision, and in the enforcement 
of the judgment. 



• Offence: The lawyer gathers the facts and 
validates whether they constitute an offence 
according to the law before starting any pro-
cedure.  



• Prejudice: The lawyer evaluates accurately 
all wrongs from which the victims suffer, and 
helps them to gather evidence. 



• Damages: The lawyer leads the legal action 
with the purpose of getting integral redress and 
compensation of the victim’s prejudice. This 
entails the recognition of the offence by the 
court as well as the award of compensation. 

This picture is for illustration purposes only and any person depicted in the picture is a model
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BEING A LAWYER  
IN LAO PDR

The Law on Lawyers (2011) provides the 
lawyers’ «correctness, justness and effec-
tiveness, with the aim of protecting the legi-
timate rights and interests of clients, provide 
evidence for the resolution of court cases and 
to strengthen the judicial process, counter the 
infringement of the legitimate rights of the 
people, facilitate access to the judicial process, 
[...], enabling peace, social order and justice». 

KEY FIGURES (2014)

Members in the Lao Bar Association (LBA): 

191 Lawyers, of which 62 are intern lawyers. 

Number of practicing lawyers by province:  

Vientiane Capital: 119  

Vientiane province: 3  

Champasak: 1  

Savannakhet: 1  

Luangprabang: 1  

Oudomxay: 2 

Female lawyers: 45

Average number of new lawyers each year: 30

Number of legal consultants, not members 

of the LBA: approx. 40

Number of law firms in Laos: 34, of which: 

Lao Law firms: 18 

Foreign law firms: 9 

Mixed Lao/Foreign law firms: 7
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Bachelor Degree 
or equivalent 

higher education 
certificate in Law

National Judicial 
Training Institute

Relevant 
Internship (law 
firm, legal aid 

clinic, etc.)

Bar Examination
Issuance of the 

Lawyer’s License 
and Registration 

at the LBA

BEGINNING YOUR CAREER

“You have to prove yourself how good 
you are before looking for clients.” (Sivath 
Sengdouangchanh, Lawyer) 

No one expects you to be fully confident and 
autonomous immediately after you have 
obtained your license. Young lawyers are not 
expected to do everything by themselves.

EVOLUTION OF CAREER

BECOMING A LAWYER

The LBA supports young lawyers by accom-
panying them through the first years of their 
careers. Senior lawyers act as mentors and role 
models for apprentice lawyers. They will guide 
and inspire their apprentices through their 
practice, to gain experience, confidence and 
independence.
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“At first, I had some concerns to become a 
lawyer: I was afraid of not being able to get 
a job because Laos is a poor country where 
very few lawyers are hired, and because 
I thought that if I am not excellent and I 
cannot win a case in court, nobody would 
hire me again. But, since I have been wor-
king with a mentor as an apprentice lawyer, 
and  I have learned more about what it is 
to actually be a lawyer, I have now unders-
tood that it is not true. Also, I am not afraid 
anymore of not getting a job, because 
in 2015, Laos will be integrated into the 
Asean Economic Community.  There will 
be more investments in Laos and more and 
more lawyers will be needed. In addition, 
I realized how interesting and challen-
ging it is to be a lawyer: lawyers are those 
who always know what’s going on in the 
society! All this really makes me excited to 
be a lawyer in the future!” (Phet Sengpunya, 
Law Student and Apprentice Lawyer)

  

“When starting my legal career, I had a 
position of legal assistant. I was helping 
senior lawyers to prepare the legal docu-
ments, to perform legal research, and to 
summarize articles of the law. Sometimes, 
I felt that there was nobody to give me an 
advice and I received unclear instructions 
from the senior lawyers. But now, I can 
say that much of what I need to know as 
a lawyer cannot be told to me: it has to be 
learned from making your own mistakes. 
Indeed, as a lawyer, you need to be able to 
evaluate yourself and work independently. 
Finally, after learning and practicing for 
years and years, I now know how to deal 
with the issues and how to solve problems” 
(Lasonexay Chanthavong, Lawyer)

FURTHERING YOUR CAREER

A career as a lawyer offers real opportunities to 
progress and evolve in terms of status, practice 
areas and remuneration. 

Various fields/practice areas 

Increased industry segmentation and speciali-
zation have led to a broad array of legal sub-
specialties. Lawyers can specialize in one or 
several niche areas ranging from basic prac-
tices, such as employment law and civil litiga-
tion, to niche specialties, such as sports law or 
environmental law.

A career as a lawyer also offers other advan-
tages. For example, some lawyers work daily 
with business leaders, politicians, sports figures 
and even celebrities. 

Different environments

Although the majority of lawyers work in law 
firms, government and corporations,  there 
are multiple places where lawyers can work 
such as foundations, colleges and universities, 
accounting firms, hospitals, museums, banks, 
insurance companies, etc.

Some lawyers also travel around their country, 
or the world, to participate in trials, depositions, 
arbitrations and business deals.

Continuous Training

As a lawyer you are responsible for your own 
career development by keeping your legal 
knowledge up-to-date and by expanding your 
skills.

Lawyers can progress their careers by attending 
continuous trainings organized by the LBA 
and other institutions, but also, by participating 
in international conferences, workshops and 
seminars in order to expand their knowledge 
on international law standards.
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Numerous courses and trainings organized 
by development partners and national and 
international agencies are available to lawyers 
willing to further develop their careers. Always 
keep an eye on them!

Remuneration
As a lawyer, the more you work, the more you 
earn

 

“Young lawyers should know that good 
opportunities are waiting for good lawyers. 
There is a market of good lawyers in Lao 
PDR. Many companies, organizations, 
NGOs, banks are in need for good lawyers 
and legal advisors, and they are ready to 
offer a good position and an attractive 
salary to get them” (Sounthorn Chantha-
vong, Lawyer and Bank Director)

If young lawyers build themselves a good 
reputation in one or two years, they can make 
sufficient income to support themselves. Expe-
rienced lawyers can earn very good wages. The 
more cases they work on, the more money they 
get. Similarly, the more experienced and suc-
cessful lawyers become, the higher their fees 
will be. Remuneration of lawyers is commen-
surate to their quality and experience.

“At the beginning, young lawyers are 
modestly paid because they change jobs 
frequently. But in Laos, there is no limita-
tion to what the lawyer can do. So if you do 
not neglect to work hard and keep lear-
ning and practicing law, you will improve 
your professional skills, and you will get 
more and more clients buying your legal 
knowledge at higher rates. In addition, later 
on, a law firm may offer you to become a 
business partner. Then, you can get really 
a high revenue!” (Lasonexay Chanthavong, 
Lawyer)

Foreign languages are an asset. Within the field 
of legal counseling, the sectors of business law, 
commercial law and corporate law are growing 
fast. Lawyers specializing in business law in 
particular often work in the increasingly flou-
rishing market of foreign investments, bringing 
them well-remunerated international exposure. 
Hence why, it is important for lawyers to deve-
lop proficient skills in the most used languages 
for business such as English, Chinese, Thai, 
Japanese French.

“Young lawyers have a lot of energy to 
develop their careers and make good 
money. During their training, they shall 
turn themselves to study another subject 
such as accounting, finance, manage-
ment or foreign languages...This will open 
them to more opportunities and choices 
to gain more experience and get a good 
job, a good position and good money.” 
(Sounthorn Chanthavong, Lawyer and Bank 
Director)
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A WIDE RANGE OF 
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

TRADITIONAL CAREERS
As a counseling or litigation lawyer you can 
specialize in a variety of legal fields:

Civil Law, Administrative Law, Criminal Law, 
Family Law, Law of Persons and Patrimony, 
Labor Law, Real Estate Law, Land Law, Health 
Law, Transportation Law Technology Law, 
Information Law and Communications Law

“Nowadays, investors and international tra-
ders need to rely on good business lawyers 
to ensure certain and predictable transac-
tions and agreements for their business 
corporations. Only lawyers who develop 
a deep understanding of the Lao legal 
system, the Civil and Common law sys-
tems, International Law and International 
Commercial Practices can really achieve it. 
Therefore, a good business lawyer cannot 
be specialized in only one area.” (Sivath 
Sengdouangchanh, Lawyer) 

Banking law, Finance Law, Tax Law, Business 
Law Commercial Law, Corporate Law, Com-
petition Law. Insurance Law, Consumer Law, 
, Fiscal Law, Customs Law, Copyright Law/ 
Intellectual Property Law

New, fundamental role for lawyers in 
the ASEAN Community: 

Now that Lao PDR has opened its doors 
to the international sphere by becoming 
a member of ASEAN, joining the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) and the ASEAN 
free trade agreement to enter into the AEC 
(ASEAN Economic Community), lawyers 
specialized in international law and

business law will have a vital role to play to 
support the socio-economic development 
of the country.

International Public Law, ASEAN Law, Human 
Rights Law, Immigration Law (Refugee Law and 
Internally Displaced Persons) Environmental 
Law

ALTERNATIVE CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Studying law sharpens your analytical, reaso-
ning and critical thinking skills, giving you a 
new perspective of the world. Even if you do 
not want to practice as a counselor or a litiga-
tion lawyer, the skills you develop in law school 
and through practice can lead to new oppor-
tunities and serve as a stepping-stone to many 
other careers.

Alternative law-related positions are found in 
every employment industry sector, including: 

• Arbitrators acting as completely inde-
pendent judges. They can issue an enforceable 
award based on national law, or, in some cases, 
an applicable international agreement.

• Executive positions in the private or non-
profit sectors: the leadership management 
training and problem solving skills acquired in 
law school and throughout their careers, pre-
pare lawyers to fill these positions.

“I worked as a legal advisor and financial 
advisor for a big bank’s owner for a few 
years. I prepared for him all the legal 
documentation with due diligence such 
as shares transfer agreements, legal and 
financial proceedings... before he was 
making any decision. After a few years, the 
bank owner invited me to join the Board of 
Directors, then to become the Deputy 
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Director and now the Director General. 
If I was not a lawyer and CPA, I do not 
think that he would have given me this 
opportunity.

Actually, I have not really changed my 
field. As Director General, I spend all my 
time with the legislation, the compliance 
with laws and regulations and routine 
management. As you know, the legal 
expert not only works at the court room. 
We can be freelance lawyers/legal advisors, 
advisors for any company, or join the 
management side. I am also still working 
a lot as legal advisor for legal clients, legal 
cases. Personally thinking, I may work at 
the bank for a few more years. Then I will 
go back to the legal field for the rest of my 
life!” (Sounthorn Chanthavong, Lawyer and 
Bank Director)

• International consultant for assignments 
with international and intergovernmental orga-
nizations, for example. These assignments vary 
from research work to legal advice.

• Corporate managers: Lawyers have knowle-
dge of the legal framework required to esta-
blish a firm, and may change career to start a 
business.

• Journalist: Synthesizing, analyzing, wri-
ting and communicating are essential skills to 
the profession of journalist. Legal studies help 
develop all these skills, and are considered one 
of the best paths to become a good reporter or 
political correspondent. Lawyers with interest 
in media may switch to journalism after some 
years of practicing in the legal sector.

• Real Estate broker/investor: Lawyers are 
entitled to register and manage a real estate 
property agency. Negotiating and structuring 
financial transactions are some of the skills 
lawyers have.

• Legal publishing and academia: Many 
lawyers conduct legal research and write publi-
cations, including legal gazettes and books. 
They may also enjoy giving lectures in law and 
business schools or other specialized educa-
tional or professional training institutions, such 
as in the National Judicial Training Institute of 
Lao PDR.
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SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

LAWYER’S ROLE IN THE SOCIETY
Lawyers are in a unique position to help indivi-
duals, groups and organizations with their legal 
problems and to further the public good. Public 
interest lawyers champion legal causes for the 
greater good of society, and help those in need 
of legal assistance who might not otherwise be 
able to afford a lawyer. 

“A lawyer should be mindful of 
deficiencies in the administration of 

justice and of the fact that the poor, and so-
metimes persons who are not poor, cannot 
afford adequate legal assistance. Therefore, 
all lawyers should devote professional time 
and resources and use civic influence to 
ensure equal access to our system of jus-
tice for all those who, because of economic 
or social barriers, cannot afford or secure 
adequate legal counsel.” (Article 6, ABA)

 
Lawyers can get involved in social justice 
work to help communities in several ways:

• Provide free legal aid.

• File and fight cases with a social benefit, 
including public interest litigation on behalf 
of the more vulnerable members of the com-
munity such as women, children, disabled, 
poor, illiterate people and ethnic minorities. 

• Awareness-raising on rights, duties and 
legal remedies available for the public.

• Mentoring junior lawyers or engaging law 
students as interns. 

• Take part/build community legal aid clinics/ 
mobile legal aid clinics. 

• Advise people through free hotlines (such as 
the Lao Women’s Union Counseling Center’s 
hotline).

• Provide pro-bono (free) legal assistance as 
individual lawyers through private practices, 
law firms, or pro-bono groups/units/centers/
committees.

• Bar associations may state a compulsory 
number of hours that lawyers have to dedicate 
to pro-bono work.

• Support law student legal aid service (i.e. 
Clinical Legal Education Student Group in the 
Faculty of Law).

• Provide low-bono (low-cost) legal services: 
Legal services at a discounted rate, especially 
to under- represented communities.

• NGO-led legal aid: work for a non-profit 
organization providing legal assistance to 
disadvantaged people.

• Volunteer in a Legal Information Center.

• Advocate for the rule of law society, better 
policies and better institutions of justice.

LEGAL AID

“Legal aid is the provision of free 
legal services to the poor and disad-

vantaged through the Bar Association and 
lawyers in order to promote the access to 
law and judicial procedures.” (Article 23, the 
Law on Lawyers) 

Importance of legal aid

Legal Aid is an essential part of the administra-
tion of justice: Its purpose is to secure access 
to justice for all, and the vulnerable groups in 
particular.
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“I had no idea of what to do, no one could 
give me any advice on what I was facing. 
Now that I met the lawyer, I feel so happy 
and relieved that there will be someone 
looking after an old grandma like me. I feel 
like sharing my breath and heart with the 
lawyer, while waiting for the trial.” (Older 
female)

“No one helped me until my brother came 
with the lawyer to see me in jail. After I met 
the lawyer and told him about my problem, 
I got so much help. I am poor, I have no 
rich relative, so I am so lucky to have legal 
aid lawyers who are available to help me 
without any cost. They accompany me to 
the offices and various official appoint-
ments and make me feel more confident.” 
(Younger Male)

Legal aid ensures equality before the law: 
nobody shall be deprived of their rights merely 
for the lack of funds or knowledge.

“Morally, legal aid is a good thing and a 
right thing to do for the lawyer. I believe 
that legal aid is the response to injustice. 
As a lawyer, I have the chance and capacity 
to contribute to social justice and public 
interest, while people who are poor and 
who do not have this capacity are waiting 
for justice. Legal aid is the answer.” (Mano-
linh Thepkhamvong, Lawyer and Volunteer 
Trainer)

Legal aid promotes human rights with dignity 
(the right to counsel and the right to a fair trial) 
and democratic development of the country as 
a whole.

“The mission of the lawyer is not confined 
to the court room and does not end when 
the decree or judgment of the court 

is placed on the minutes, but it extends 
into all the affairs of men, and finds its last 
boundary at that point where his service 
is not needed for the betterment of huma-
nity.” (The Mississippi Bar)

Providing legal aid opportunities has become 
an international obligation for governments 
and professional associations of lawyers.

“Governments shall ensure the provision of 
sufficient funding and other resources for 
legal services to the poor and, as necessary, 
to other disadvantaged persons. Profes-
sional associations of lawyers shall coope-
rate in the organization and provision of 
services, facilities and other resources.” (3rd 
Basic Principle on the Role of Lawyers)

 
The practice of Human Rights Law involves 
providing humanitarian service to the disad-
vantaged, who may suffer unfair invasions of 
their rights without realizing it or without being 
able to defend themselves. In such instances, 
the demands of justice should weigh more 
heavily on the mind of the lawyer than the 
expectation of financial benefit.

Legal Aid in Lao PDR

In Laos, legal aid takes different forms:

The People’s Court can assign a lawyer to 
provide legal service to offenders sentenced to 
death, minors under 18 years of age, and any 
deaf, blind, mute, or mentally-ill persons.

Legal aid can be provided by lawyers when 
required on a voluntary basis.

The Clinical Legal Education (FLP CLE), loca-
ted at the Faculty of Law and Political Science, 
National University of Laos is an in-house 
consultation clinic providing legal aid for the 
general public.
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USEFUL LINKS AND 
INFORMATION
Support Project to the Legal Sector Master 
Plan (SPLSMP):

www.laos-lsmp.gov.la

 Legal instruments 

• Law on Lawyers, Lao PDR, 21 December 
2011: http://www.na.gov.la/docs/lao/laws/
pub_adm/22_lawyer%20law(2012)lao.pdf

• Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, 
Adopted by the Eighth United Nations 
Congress on the Prevention of Crime and 
the Treatment of Offenders, Havana, Cuba, 
1990:  
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalIn-
terest/Pages/RoleOfLawyers.aspx

• The Model Code of Professional Res-
ponsibility, adopted by the House of 
Delegates of the American Bar Association 
(ABA) on August 12, 1969: http://www.
americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/migra-
ted/2011_build/professional_responsibility/
mod_code_prof_resp.authcheckdam.pdf

• The Council of Bars and Law Societies 
of Europe’s Code of Conduct for Euro-
pean Lawyers, article 1.1: http://www.ccbe.
eu/index.php?id=32

 Bar Associations 

• Lao Bar Association (LBA):  
www.laobar.org ; 021 353953

• International Bar Association (IBA): 
http://www.ibanet.org/

 Law Schools in Lao PDR 

• Faculty of Law: www.nuol.edu.la  
021 312010

• Law College: http://laopdrlawcollege.
com/

• Law college in Luangprabang’s:  
071 254474

• Faculty of law in Champasak’s:   
031 260158

• Law college in Savannakhet’s:   
041 251587

 Law firms in Lao PDR 

1) Pollen Law consulting and investment 
Co.,Ltd : www.pollanlawfirm.com

2) SML Legal Consultant : www.sml-
consulting.com

3) Price Waterhouse Coopers Laos Ltd 
Taxilegal services : www.pwc.com/la/en/

4) DFDL Mekong Sole (Lao) Co.,Ltd : www.
dfdl.com

5) Vientiane International Law Co.,Ltd : 
www.vil-lao.net

6) LS Horizon Lao Sole Co.,Ltd : www.
lshorizon.com

7) Vientiane Law Co.,Ltd : www.vlaw.la

8) Raja & Trann Laos Co.,Ltd : www.raja-
trann.com

9) South East Asia Law Office : www.
seasialaw.com

10) Mcdonald steed Mcgrath lawyers 
Co.,Ltd : www.mcdonaldsteed.la

11) Lao Premier International Law Office 
Sole Co.ltd : www.laopremier.com
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12) VNA legal company Limited : www.
vnalegal.com/laos

13) BBK Lao Law Co.,Ltd : www.svlegalad-
vocate.wix.com/sv-legal-advocate

14) VDB Loi Co.,Ltd : www.vdb-loi.com/
offices/laos/

15) SCL Law Office Limited : www.scl-law.
com

16) Allen and Gledhill (Lao) Co.,Ltd : www.
allenandgledhill.la

17) Tilleke & Gibbins Lao Co.,Ltd : www.
tilleke.com/office/vientiane

18) SciaRoni & Associates Sole Co.,Ltd : 
www.sa-asia.com

19) Oudom phone consultant Co.Ltd : 021 
416672

20) Public consulting Sole Co.ltd : 020 
461866

21) Dalee legal councellors Public Co. Ltd: 
55511062

22) General law consultant and service 
office: 021 412940

23) Nakon Law Co. Ltd: 22098116

24) SV Legal Advocate (Lao) Co. Ltd: 5552 
8698

25) Bounphone Law consulting Co. Ltd: 
9999 2772

26) Laja Investment consultant Service Co. 
Ltd: 021 413670

27) Lao legal & Investment Consulting Co., 
Ltd: 58555151

28) Justice Consultancy: 2222 9453

29) Pheuangsavanh Co. Ltd: 55687190

30) BKS Lao Law Co. Ltd: 59567789

31) SDL Law and Investment consultant 
service Co. Ltd: 95225575

32) Thongxiengkham legal service Co. Ltd: 
021 330420

 Legal Aid and Pro-Bono 

• Clinical Legal Education (CLE) at the FLP: 
021 486015

• Pro Bono Institute: http://www.probo-
noinst.org/

• Video on Pro bono from an international 
law firm: http://www.lw.com/VideoPlayer.
aspx?assetid=87

 International Filmography on Lawyers 

• 12 Angry Men (1957)

• To kill a Mockingbird (1962)

• The Verdict (1982)

• My cousin Vinny (1992)

• Philadelphia (1993)

• The Firm (1993)

• Primal Fear (1996)

• A time to kill (1996)

• Liar Liar (1997)

• A Civil Action (1998)

• Legally Blonde (2001)

• Fracture (2007)

• Conviction (2010)

• The Lincoln Lawyer (2011)
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